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pPreſent you with this] 
"00" ſhort Treatiſe; carry! 
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Clock which a great | 
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learn thee that ſure, but hap- |- 
py skill of working in thy Soul 
the-Virtues thou defireſt. 
Upon the Wings of Devotion 
thou mayſt ſoanup to Heaven, 
and fly away from the Troubles 
and ae of this Life. 

May this little Manual be to 
the Reader of that Conſe- 
Equence, as to increaſe his Piety 
and Devotion; and may he 
eich what he reads with that | 
Zeriouſneſs which befits a 
Thing wherein both his Hap- 
Pineſs and Duty is concern d. 

I ſhall concludegwith the 
Words of the Royal Preacher, 
| Becl. xii. 13. Fear God and, 
| 5 5h his wr ke Fer. 
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Meditations s for — 


/ 4 = 


. Bleſſed Lord, who, as upon this 
_ () Day, received ft the holy Name 
1 of * ſus, being ſo named of the 
' Angel before thou wait conceived in the 
x womb; I give thee all poſſible thanks and 
praiſe, for making good the; gracious pur- 
port of this thy N 27 in Jovmng thy 1 8 
An their Ant. 3 
0 bleſſed Teſts, finds bye TI impo -Grigit: 4 
of this adorable Name; the Holy: Glo hath. A 
made a publick declaration en 4 þ 
come into the world to ſave ſinners. 4 
(I beſcech thee) who am * ors” 1 ee 3 
and let me — how gracious , 


vi 
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"42 Meditations, &c, Part I. 


| 7 Lord is in the healing influence of this 
| 85 Name: a —_ which is exalted above every 
A | Name, even by God himſelf; which makes 
Jn it 3 reaſonable, that at the Name of 
every knee ſhould bow, in Heaven, in 
= * Tk the Earth, and that every 
tongue confeſs that Feſus Chriſt is Lord, 
FIN to the gue ok of ee 4 
In obedience to which divine decree, I 
proſtrate myſelf before thee, O Lord; Iwor- 
hip thee, O Chriſt, and humbly beg thee 
7 yi on my knees to be 7 Jeſas, my Saviour, 


ET O my immaculate Lord, thou hadſt no 
Luſts to mortify, no Corruptions to re- 
ri nounce, no new Nature to put on, and yet 
& f didft permit thy fore-skin to be circumci- 
ſed, that we might 2 g ls put a- 
11 2 ſithineſs, a erfluity of naughti- 
1 let this 8 — circumciſe 
our 3 purity our hands, and preſerve 
our whole Man blame leſs and undefiled: 
And ſince there is a fountain open d to t 
4 — d of the for fi» and for uncleanne # 
pate re — 1 who — the wp" 
i Foffer's himſelf without ſpot to 
5 ; | — * 5 


** 


II 


| Part I. Nan | 3 
his all filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, we 

ery — — Bolingſs in thy 2 * 50 
#7 The Pn Arz. 


in ALA, God, who madeſt thy bleſſed Son 

to be circumciſed, ana obeaient to the 

wa Law for Man; grant me, I beſeech thee, the 

. true Circumciſion of the Spirit, that my heart 

| and all my members being mortified ap all 

ho worlaly aud carnal luſts, I may in all things 
75 obey thy bleſſed will, through the ſame thy 

or Son Feſus INE our Lord. Amen. 2 

Ur. 5 BBY 2 : 2 

Ejaculations for the Morning— 


RISE thou that ſleepeſ (ariſe my 
dull and drowſy 60000 r! Gn 
will give thee light. 3 
2. To thee, O Lord, do I lift up m 
eyes, my hands, m beart, from this 
where my body hath taken its nightly re- 
poſe, towards thy Heaven, where my Soul 
expects her eternal reſt. | 
3. My voice ſtalt thou hear betimes in the 
morning; in the morning will I dire . 
Prayer unto thee, and will look up. IA 
4. I confeſs, O Lord, that I am ately 4 


unworthy to cn ar ex hv leſſed wo 
c 


I have ſo m d to thy 
” ons bx of Gr Gn by 
. be 


3 
OY 


which thou leadeſt me to that of Glory; 
and that it were juſt with thee, for ever to 
deprive me of theſc happy Lights, and to 
expoſe me to the terrors of eternal Dark- 


* 


neſs. 


MorNInG=-PRAYER., 


| I. 

O Moſt holy, merciful, and gracious God, in 

whom T live, move, ana have my being; 
to whom I owe all the comforts of this life, 
Band of that which is to come; from a ſenſe of 
. and thy preſervation of me the night paſt, 
de to praiſe thy holy Name, for all thy 
and kinaneſs towards me; but more 
aii T adore and praiſe thee for thy infi- 
mie lo aud compaſſion to Mankind, 4 
ing on to become Man, and to die for us, 
ro ſave us from our ſad and loſt ſtate of ſin and 
 mrſery, and to purchaſe and promiſe Pardon 
und Salvation to us who had utterly undone 
ourſelves. O give mt grace to accept and par- 
tale of tt, upon the gracious conditions of re- 
HPentauce and obedience, on which it isoffer'd 


zo mne hy the Goſpel, that I may never neglect 


ſo great Salvation, nor by impenitence and 
cContinuance in fin, make myſelf uncapable of it. 


1 : | 
But uncapable I muſt be, unleſs thou, Lord, 
Babe pity upon me; for as I was conceived in 


Fin, aud brought forth in iniquity, ſo v8 - 


e os ben haſt 
\ * * - * 2 unn 
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gdaed to the number of my. 
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Part I. Morning- Prayer. 4 
days, I have increaſed the number of my fins 
and though I depend on thee alone, yet I have 
rebelled againſt thee, ana have reſiſted that 
g004-2will by which I was made, and am con- 
tinually kept. I have been unthankfult and 
Aiſingenuous to my greateſt benefactor and beſt 
friend, and unjuſt in denying that obedience 
mwhich is on ſo many ſcores due to thee, the 
God of my life, aud the ſovereign Lord of the 
World. I have, without and againſt all rea- 
ſon, broken thoſe laws that are holy, juſt, ans 
good, and walked in thoſe ways that are grie- 
vous and troubleſome at preſent, and will cen 
rainly lead to deſtruction at laſt, O what inal 
purity, what imperfection cleaves to 
performances] And how defective ans h 
are the holieſt actions which ever T Info 
much that if thou beeſt extreme to lar har 
is done amiſs, I cannot anſwer thee in ju 
ment for any one action of my whole life, but ® 
muſt lie aown in my ſhame, and my confiiſion. 
ail cover me. Thus, O*Lord, have I ſinned 
againſt thee, in doing the evil I ſhould not 
have done, and in not doing the good I ,,? 
have done all my 4ays. x Ws 


III. - 

And what ſpall T ſay unto thee, "becauſe of © 
theſe things T. 2 and ego. | 5 
nation and wrath, is the dus portion of ahens = 
that doe evil; and if thou ſpouldft abandons 
me, and caſt me out of thy fight, I muſt co 

Jeſs that thou art rights, and that 1 7 $ 


6 Horning- Prayer, Part I. 
' but the fruit of my own ways, and ſuffer. the 
\ deſerved puniſhment of mine iniquity. But, 
O merciful Goa, who art flow to anger, and 
« of great pity, and who woulaſt have none to 
( periſe, but all to come to repentance, work in 
mne, I beſeech thee, a true and hearty repen- 
tance, ſuch as thou haſt required aud wilt ac- 
cept, and let the merits of thy Son render it 
' effeftual to the forgiveneſs of my ſins: O les 
the blood of Chriſt, who, through the eternal 
Spirit, offered himſelf without ſpot to God, 
purge my conſcience from dead works, to ſerve 
be living God, and purify ny ſoul from all 
= wrcleauneſs, that I may find the power of bis 
bin ny dying to ſin, and riſing unto righ- 
= reaxſn:e(5, in having my 014 man crucified with 
i, that the body of my ſin may be deſtroyed, 

b that ben art h 1 may not ſerve ſin, but live 
* 8s becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

Tie thy grace, I beſtech thee, teach and 
enable me to deny all ungoalineſs and wordly 

fats, aud ta live ſoberly, righteou/ly, and godly 


IV. 
| in this preſent world, aud let the ſame grace 
been made by my ſin, and make up whatever 
| 
: 
| 


. 


repair thoſe decays of my nature which have 
damage orhers have ſuſtained by my wic- 
2 £27 5 * * let not thy — ang 2 ſuf- 
Aer, 2ut gli thy ſelf in and by me, who 
E dave been ſo. inſtrumental to thy diſbonour: 
Tei an awful ſenſe of thee and thy holy pres 
Feuce be aluays upon my mind, and purify a Þ 


» 


_—— RR n—_— — 


— 


„% — — — 
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grace, and to the promotion of thy glory. 


evermore. Give thy Angels charge "over 
me, to keep me in all myways. 


r eee. 


Part I. Morning-Proyer. 5 
moſt ſecret thoughts and actions, and do thou 
rake poſſeſſion of me, and rule in me in ſuch a 
manner, that all my affettions and thoughts, 
words and actions, may be ſanGified by thy? 


V. | 

Bleſs and preſerve me this day both in my 
ſoul and body, in my going out and coming i 
and in all that I ſhall ſet my hands unto Rod 
me from all evil, but eſpecially from ſin, and 
quicken me by thy grace unto every good work, 
that ſo I may ſerve thee with a free and chear- 
ful mina, and make it my meat and arink 10 
40 thy bleſſed will, and improve more and 
more in all thoſe habits of virtue which am 
requiſite to fit and prepare me for the hani. 
neſs of Heaven. T heſe mercies, and whatever 
elſe thou knoweſt to be moſt convenient forme, 
Ido humbly beg, in the name, and for the ſake 
of Feſus Chriſt, our only Mediator and Au. 
cate, who maketh interceſſion for us, and has 
given us confidence to come unto thee in 
name, and hath taught us to ſum up alan 
Prayers in his own words, ſaying, © YN 

Our Father, c. 8 93 


| Ejaculations at going forth. - - 2 ü 
1. T ORD, preſerve ing out and 
J coming in from this timelielel 


= 
= 


Ty Datulmions, Ce. Part I. 
2. Set a warch, O Lord, before my 
| mouth, and keep: the door of my lips. 
3. O let not my heart be inclined to any 
evil thing; let me not de occupied in un- 
godly works. 
old thou up my goings in thy paths, 
What my footſteps lip not. 
F. Lead me forth in thy truth, and learn 
me, for thou art the God of my Salvation; 
9 M thee ſhall. be my hope all the day long. 


Ejaculati ons for the Eveni ug. 


ET my prayer, O Lord, be ſet forth 
in thy tight as the incenſe, and the 


* 
» if up o my hands be as the Evening- 


6 H 


SE factifice. - 


2. O vive dharks unto chi Eoid for he 
| good, and his mercy ehdureth for ever. 
WN For thou, O Lord, haſt granted me 
thy loving | kindneſs i in the daf u, and 
e in the night-ſcaſon I will think 
on thee, and make my prayer to the n 
of my life. 

4. © thou that ſaidſt, Let there be light, 
I and there was light, _— mine eyes, char I 
Heep not in death. 
1.-15+.Cofdider and hear x me, O God, Mp 
er the ſhadow of thy wings, 
0 let my ſoul bin thee, ths Ws 


” _— : 
LY 4+ a 
. 
—_— =- - - — = 
* ”. 


riches of thy grace diſcovered in the Gail 


Part FEvening-Proyet, © *Þ 


EvENING=-PRAYER. 


| I. 
A Emighty and Everlaſting God, (and in 
Jeu Chriſt, our moſt merciful and gra- 
cious Father, I thy ſinful aud unworthy 
Creature, do here moſt humbly preſent myſelf 
before thee, to confeſs my ſins, ana to beg thy 
pardon, to acknowleage thy mercies, ana 10 
bewail my abuſes of tbem. N 
T confeſs, O Lord, I am 4efiled in my verx 
nature, having a backwaraneſs to all good, 
and a great readineſs and inolination to a 
evil. But I have defiled myſelf yer much worſe 
by my own. attual fins and wicked cuſtoms. ©: 
Thou haſt given me a Iaw which is holy, juſt 
and good; but I have broken this la 3 
day to day, and alſo ſlighte and abnſe 


- 
* 
* 2 


and not ſuffered thy gooaneſs to lead m 
pentance. 8 1 
II. 8 


And now, O Lord, what can I ban 
ding 4one theſe things, but to be man 
red aud forſaken by thee? that ; indes 
aue reward of my ſins. But, O thou mere 
preſerver of men, who freely pardoneſt a3 
that truly repel who giveſt repentance is 
all that ask, and mviteſt all to ask by prom 
ſing to give; give me, I beſtech thee, ae_—_—_ 
and hearty repentance, a ſincere contri 
true ſorrow for and a perſect hatre 
my fins, with a firm reſolution to forſaken 


0 Edening- Prayer. Part J. 
Aud then, according to thy gooaneſs, let thine 
anger ang thy wrath be turned away from 
zue; look upon me in thy ſon my bleſſed Sa- 
viour, who came into the world to ſave ſiu- 
ners; aud for the mercies of his ſufferings, 
pardon all my fins, my ſins of weakneſs and 
ſurprize, of wilfulneſs aud deliberation, par- 
ricularly thoſe of this day; forgive my known, 
and cleanſe me from my ſecret ſins. 
4 III. 
And becauſè I am not ſufficient of my ſelf to 
avoid any evil, or perform any good, be thou 
graciouſly preſent with me, ro preſerve me from 
be one, and aſſiſt me in the other, enable me, 
thy holy Spirit, to overcome every corrupt 
finſul iuclination, to mortify every vile 
and irreguler paſſion, and to bring both 
ol and body under the government of 
n a4 religion. Enudue me, good Lord, 
- evith a ſpirit of true and fervent devotion 
- £0 thee my Creator and Redeemer, with an 
abt, juſt, and charitable heart to all my 
= aeighbotrs, and with a temperate, contented 
= ans bumble mind in every condition and ſtate 
E of /ife unto which thou ſpalt pleaſe to call me, 
bat ſo 1 may follow the example, and come to 
be remperof my bleſſed Ai and Maſter, and 
ds ſuch a divine and heavenly ſpirit and diſpo- 
arma y fit me to dwell with him for ever. 
© . 3 IV. * 
aeſire to return my thankful ac know. 
Namen or all thy mercies, both {rin 


At. 
c Mir; 
* OY 


* — 


F 
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and temporal; I bleſs thee for my Creation, 
for my continua preſervation, that of. this 
day in particular, and all the bleſſings of rhis 
life ; but above all for thine ineſtimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. I thank thee, according to my 
poor ability, from the very bottom of my heart, 
for his manifeſtation in our fleſp ; for the cha- 
ritable teſtimonies he gave of his love to man- 
kind in the courſe of his life ; for that aſto- 
niſhing grace in ſubmitting himſelf to die for 
us; for his glorious Reſurrection and Aſcen= 
2 to Heaven; for his interceſſion for us as 
thy right band, aud for his ſending to us Be 
holy Spirit, to enlighten our minas with The 
knowleage of thy ill, and to ſhed abroad thu: 
love in our hearts. I thank hee, O Lora 
that thou haſt pardoned ſo many offences, al 
fo graciouſly importuned me to return i0,_ 
aut y, and afforded me ſo long a time aus 
of repentance. Trhank thee for all the Bean 
aud aſſiſtances of thy holy Spirit which ham 
haſt already favour's me withal; M Them 
haſt ſo frequently made good mn, it mn 
foul, inſpired me with holy thoughts ana a 
vout affettions, aud inclined my will man 
ways to the choice of that which is good. "= 
bleſs and Praiſe thee for all the means of 
grace, and for the hope of glory; and © hea 
ſeech thee to give me that due ſenſe of alla 
mercies, that my hears may be unfeignanms 


thaukfut, and that Imag ſpew forth thy 


12 Evening- Prayer. Part I. 
not only with my lips but in my life and con- 
verſation, by giving up myſelf to thy ſervice, 
ana by walking before thee in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs all the days of my life. 

| = 


Tale me into thy care and protection this 

- night, keep me by thy grace from all works of 
” darkneſs, and defend me by thy power from all 
Angers; give me a quiet and comfortable re- 
> Foſe, ana when I awake in the morning, help 
nie to employ all my renewed ſtrength to thy « 
donor and glory, through Feſus Chriſt, in 
pboſe bleſſed name and words I recommend 
= my [ef 214 all thy people to thy infinite mere 
dies, ſaying, 
| YH Our Father, Cc. 

1 8 

43 I Ejaculations at going to Bed. 


n me dow# in peace; and ſleep 
—_— Jer thou, Lord, only makeſt me to dwell 


2” /: -"< a 
ee mercy upon me this night, O 
v» ho didit dic and revive for 
ert whether we awake or ſleep, we 
live together with thee. 
Fotecd and de ſand me, O Lord, by 
Why heavenly grace, from all dangers this 
iht, and ar the days of my life, in the 
ot death, and in the day of judg» 
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Wart J. | Meditations, &c. > Kos 
| Sunday Morning's Meditations. 


. þ & — 
O ME let us lay aſide the cares of 


7 this world, and take into our minds 
F e joys of Heaven; let us empty our 
2 A of all other choughts, and prepare 

' What upper room to 3 our God. 

& | Retiring from the many diſtractions of 
this life, and cloſely recollecting all the 3 
: forces of our ſoul, ſo to purſue in carneſt "i 


that one neceſſary work, the ſecuring toy 
ourſelves the kingdom of Heaven. 
III. F | 
Miſerable are they, O Lord, who 0 f 
all things elſe, and never ſcck to taſte KN 
ſwectneſs; miſerable, though their Skill 2 
can number the ſtars, and trace out. ths 
ways of khe planets. To know thee, Of 
Lord, is to be truly wiſe, and to compre 
plate thee, the 1 learning. 45 s 2 


Send forth thy liebe, O thou dong. 
ſtar, and lead us to thy holy hill: feng 
forth thy truth, O increated — 
* dens us to chy bleſſed eee 
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T4  Projers for Sundoy, Part 1 
A Prayer for Sunday Morning. 


| O Eternal and moſt glorious God, I humbly 
beſeech thee to prepare my ſoul to wor ſbip 
thee 722 day acceptably, with reverence and 


& 


i 


wWora, which J ſhall hear this day, in an bo- 
net and good heart, and to bring forth fruit 
wih patience. Pardon all my ay = and let 
= them not hinder the aſcending of my prayers 
214 Praiſes unto these, nor the deſcending of 
1 BY mercies and graces upon me. Let my pri- 

Aevotions ſo ft and prepare me for thy 
e worſoip, that all thy ordinances may 
w profirable ro me, that by thy grace derived 
them, my whale life may be acceptable 
Ba bee, in. and nth my pee Lord and 


. * IVY er for 8 Sunday. Noon. 


_ 
FF ; Thon Bos of infinite compaſſion, 7 bleſs 
| + ang praiſe thy name for this * 2 
hieh thou Rd ſafeſt me 4.0 2 my 
2 2 75 to thee in thine houſe 2 8 
e me never want or negleft t the leb $6 
x7 #Farien and relieve ar 61 my 
bee; backewaraneſs hitherto, whip 
gaered me unprofitable under iti, 


FF _” . 57 2 3 or Hf 


AS 43 9 - <> 


fl 
1 


4 
1 
1 


> wgoaly fear; fill me with that faith that works 
T by love; purify my heart from all vain, or 
worlaly, or ſinful thoughts; fix my affections 

on things above ; give me grace to receive thy ii 


Wart IJ. Prayers ſor Sunday. e 
ent of the tenders of thy grace and mercy, 
at 1 may henceforth obey all thy godly mo- 
ons, till my experience of thy love jill me 
ich joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. Amen. 


t 6 
A Prayer for Sunday Night/” 4 
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my 


win, 


bas exernal reſt which we wail 
eng! Amen. Come 
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22 . 5 Part I. 
Meditations. for Mondey. 


e "oh 


APPY are 1e, 0 glorious Lot, 
1 who every where adore thy Majeſty, 
and live on Earth as in the fight of the 
- King of Heaven, and every moment have 
+ God in their 8 | . 
T q 
The all-ſeeing eye of God looks down IM 
Y 80 this lower world, and beholds all the 
* P rays of che children of men: if we go 
et, he marks our ſteps; and when we re- 
e, our cloſer excludes not him. 
Mm WW bile we are alone, he minds our Yb 
ad che ends we aim at in all our 
* w when we converſe with others, 
Phe obſerves our deporement, and the 6 good | 
Ve do them or ourſelves... 
: iD * * IV. 3 0 
A1 the day long he confidereth hows 
Hur time; and our darkeft night 
© conceals not our ' works from him: If we 
. our deighbour, he ſees che ſtaud, 
. and, 4s whiſpers of a W 
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Fart I. * 1 Prayers for Monday. 799 
| A Prayer for Monday Morning, 


A Lmighty Goa, who of thy goodneſs haſt 
preſerv'd me from the perils of the night * 
Wt, and ſafely brought me to the beginning of 
bis day, preſerve me in the ſame, I moſt hum- 
Wy beſcech thee, from all fin and danger; foſ= 
We my mind with a continual ſenſe of thy 
preſence, and ſo direct, ſanctiſy, and govern- * 
Wo: my ſoul and body in the ways of thy Jaws, 
and in the works of thy commandments, that 
rough thy moſt gracious protect ion I may bei 
preſerved from all evil both this day 2 r 
ver, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Ajenl 
8 | iir Flat * ' 
A Prayer for Monday No 8 
O % Lord, who requireſt tre- the ini 
ward parts, keep me from M a 
thoſe fins I have repented of, aus, ca—_s 
uing iu fin without repentance: or "00 
not to ſpeak peace to my ſelf when theres 
peace, but grant 1 may always ja a 
elf as thou juageſt of me, tha 
eat peace with my ſelf till 'T am at pe_— 
peace with thee, and by purity Sf Has 
ualified to ſee thee in thy kingdom; STS 
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Jeſt Amen. RS 
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D Maſt glorivus God, 0 dt 
iigÞt- unto which no mortal eto gan 
"ach, by whoſ« 2 both Ae BEy ARG 


Pm 


CH — 7,7 


BER 1 22 12 Rings, "Fart LB 

tbe night were created and governed, and who il 
F haſt made the outgoings of the morning and 

- Evenin 2 to praiſe thee, Iook down in mercy uþ- 
q on ine thine unworty Creature, here proſtrate 
before thee ; pardon all my ſins, and let the 
- tight of thy countenance ſo ſhine upon 1he, that 
neither the Prince of 4arkneſs may have any 
Power over me, nor rhe works of 41rkhefs: v- 

* ©erwhelm me; but that by thy mighty pro- 
tection Thnny be defended both in bok 405 ſont 
= from all perils and dangers this 1 055 and for 
evermore, through Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour 


"xz Redeemer. 2. 8 
— — + a 


* i. 


* 1 8 Pieſtag. 

| | ow ſecure and quiet do they 
om thy grace continually pre- 
totects; the day goes ſmooth- 
Weir heads, and ſilent as the ſha- 
r of a Wat; the ſpirits of their fancy 
Fun Em and even, and ebb and flow in 
= gbdicnce to reaſon: all their delight is to 
think of Heaven, and meditate on che; joys 
1 — 


Till ome-unruly paſſion En 
> "in, And by its mg out 1 

tand, it promiſes ar firft-all 1 Ic 
{cs barn ee hw ne, 
A ef ** lis 


— -r -w- 
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I. bart I. ap SE Kc. nn f 
vo il tent; ſoon 1 grows bold to undermine 
"4 ceir repoſe, Ad open a door to all their 
2 enemies. | N 

ite F.. III. \.-2Y 
* So, at a little breach in the walls of a 
1% Neity, a whole army pours in its numerous 
e- body, cnflaving all that ſubmit to their 
- violence, and deſtroying all that make head 
to reſiſt; and ſuch, alas, is their confuſiong i 
or {WW who once have yiclded to the firſt a 1 


of any paſſion, immediately a throng of tus 
multuous ſpirits crowd into their bead 
and utterly conſume the little 7 


of their peace. 


A Prayer for Tueſqay Mornings 


O Lora, T ſee and bewailt the b 
my 0w1 nature, my avęrſian g — 


ele to ali evil: O do thou mort ii N 
luſis, and quicken thoſe ſeeds f 
thy holy ſpirit hath planted in Grenmennns 
me a thaukful heart, make aze-tuth en, 
of my obligations to thee, aud let = expreſs *2 
my thankfulneſs to thee by an entire 1 1 
to all thy holy Jaws ; enable m by” 
elf np wholly to thy diſpoſal, pots #9 43 75 
thee with all the powers of my XA 
which is my reaſonable N "ua 6 70 8 
thaw e for the ſake a. * Chriſt: 2 5 
CONE: Wen. 7 =.” 8 


ba. 7 .Ca% 


ks. RR. 
* * 


e e Tudo. OY * L 


| Almigh God, 
* — 4 1 beſeech hub, 15 1 fin ſanc- 
= tify, and govern both my heart and body i inthe 
ways of thy laws, and in the works of thy com- 
- manaments, that through thy moſt Lber 
Protection both here and ever, I may be pre- 

= ſerved in body and ſoul, through our Lord _—_ 
'4 Saviour Jaa Chriſt. Amen. 


= 
A Prayer for Tueſday Nc 2+ 6 


rost mighty God, I beſeech thee, give 
n angels charge over me, to keep: me in 

way,, that no evil happen unto me, nor 
ae come nigh my dwelling. Grant 
erate and refreſping ſleep, ſuch as 
e for the duties of the day following : 
* ry 2 5 Tre always mindful of my latter end, 
een Tue, I may die unto the Lord, and 
F L F227 Lent in hope. Amen. 
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* 8 enen, for Wedmfloy. 

N $ NP 2 % "x diſtraction of a life led b yy a 
"BE ” 4 mour, and the miſerable thraldom 
Delng — 5 to Our paſſions). How:ofe 
ab us to contend WAE 


0 —— — do thay 
non eee 8 4 war key 


4 
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Part I. Meditations, Kc. 11 
II. | 
If they by chance agree in one deſire, 
chey many times vex us by their being diſ- 
appointed; if they perhaps ſometimes ſuc= "3 
Wcccd, they ſeldom produce the expected 
content; if they delight our corrupted 
taſte, and we greedily ſwallow their un- 
wholſome ſweetneſs, then 'tis, alas, they 
moſt of all undo us, by feeding the humouw 
of our fatal —_. 2 


Vain at the beſt, and ſhort are the 


Joyments of this world, which after a una 
07 tle flattery, betray us into ruin. 8 
oO Lord, or elſe we periſh; awake, a_ 
as 


with thy ſpeedy mercy reſcue thy ſetvantß 
ſend down thy powerful grace, t f 
againſt all the furious affaults of pats 


* — 1 


and temptation ; let reaſon and faith Wn 
thy. love b& mare and more enforced 
ſtrengthened in us. 

A Prayer for Wedneſday 3 5 
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Prayers for Weleſday, Part I. 


A Prayer for Wedneſday Noon, - 


BY Eliver me Oord, from the oocafion of fin, 
ſucceed my watchfulneſs, ani lead me not 
into temptation; 77 ect the work thou haſt 
begun, nnd cheriſh 1 e good purpoſes thou haſt 
= wwr0:94Þt 1 me, that they may become rooted 
HE Pabits'of virrne ; and make, O Tora, I pray 
= 7hee, even my Paſfion; feroants ro thy grace, 
4 change my rue anger into a ſeverity againſt 
= my elf, and a prudent zeal aeninſt the fins of 
bers: convert my fear into a timorouſneſs to 
ee, and an I reverence of thy Jacrea 


* e. Amen. 
1 Our Feetluer fc 
> EA Prayer. Gr Wedneſday Night. 
=P ot gracious God, Thleſs and praiſe thy 
ane for all thy mercies which thau conti- 
# EY beapeſt upon me, particularly for thoſe 
eb Thave this day received fromthee. Par- 
463 beſeechther,ott rhe fins und negtigences of 
& Which {have been at any Sept age, and let 


| bi Them not hinder the contintiance of thy mercy 
n. Javorr towwgrds me, on which all thè com- 
3 - forts i tay life nepend: I commend amy. ſelf 20 
8 ueiarns protection and bleſſing. 7 night 
W494 2927, beferching thee to ſave and defens m 
4 FECT waking ; that refting in thy Peage, 
tn th y fear, aud dying iu thy Java * 
"Fat 172 by thy. faber anne euer * 


8 f Ges "Ska 7 e jo, 
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Part. 1. hn K, = "Wi 
Meditations for Thurſday. Le 1 


| Eliver us, O Lord, from asking of thee 
D what we cannot receive without dan- 


ger to our ſelves, and from receiving what 

we cannot uſe without offending others, 
and ruining our wha A: | 
Deliver us, from preſuming fo on thy 
bounty, that we omit to perform our owy 

duty : fill to our devotions let us join out 
beſt endeavours, and readily comply with | 
the motions of thy ur 


Z 4 
- 4Q{ N 
"I 


If we deſire of thee to relic ih neces 4 
ſitics, let us faithfully begin to laboar wich 1 
our hands, and not expect a bleſſing roms 
the clouds, on the idle follies of — EY 
plin'd life. If we beg grace for victory 
our paſſions, let us conſtantly ſtrive ti ũ—'d , 
their alaults, and uſe the R ney 
2gainft every ſin 


=——Y — 
1 


A Prayer for Thurſday 2 


0 e thou art the ſun of oa 85 
ges, by whoſe rifing upon che earth Ib 
people that es in 34% Ng neſs Have ſcëh #- = 
ttear lg, ang upon them that 2 5 75 1 
ande b nad of we bath thi | 
TEL We 3 en ! $i 1555 Dro 3 <4 
ON: wy. 4 l 


* * 


* Prayers for Thurſday. Part. 

| 7275 Tet the light e thy grace * 1 mine 
eyes to behold the illuſtrious ſplendor of thy 
glory: let me have no . fellowſhip with the 
2 works of darkneſs, but rather reprove 
them, by walking as a child of the light and of 
the day. Let the light of thy truth direct me to, 
and the light of thy grace ſupport me in the 
way to light and 425 eve aſtig men. 


A Prayer for Thüff ay * 5 


I O Moſt bleſſed God, ai thou haſt preſerved me 
. hitherto this day, o bleſs me [beſeech thee 
ee remaining part of it : that endeavouring 
rely in all my deſgus, words, deſires and 
ions to approve my 15 elf to thee, as thy good 
faithful ſervant, I may with a good con- 
ee preſent my ſelf before thee in the conclu- 
it; and with the greater —_— of 
Dy gracions acceptance renew my praiſes, and 
'W eormmend my ſelf to thy bleſſing... and hope for 
5 continued protection through Jeſus Chriſt; 


n be glory for ever. Amen. 
A Prayer for Thurſd G Nis. Ny 


Rs ty God and moſt - merciful Pather, 
to whoſe power and gooarte meſs 5 1 owe my be- 
i, and all a Bleſſings, that I enjoy; accept, 
eech rhee, my thanks and praiſe for alls 
er thou-baſt this day vouch{ 4525 te ge 
of all my ſius, which make me um ¹i⁴A( 
of Ys . and teach me ſo to. uſt 167 4 F. 
e weſt me here, that I may.at þ 4 
er: thu wh e oy * 

\y 2 En. * an 2 
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anl. "Meditations, c. 
: Meditations for Friday. * | 
* Thou our gracious and indulgent Fa- 
ther, who freely pardoneſt all that truly 
repent, who giveſt repentance to all that 
| 5 and inviteſt all to ask by promiſing to 
give, make us ſeriouſly ſearch into our own 


W breaſts, and heartily lament our many fail- 
ings. bs 4 


Make us ſearch diligently for our boſom- 
ſins, and ftrive to caſt them out by prayers 
and faſting. All we can offer thy ed 

W Majcity to pacify the juſtice of thy wrath 
is only an humble eye bathed in tears, and 
a penitent heart 1 1 with contrition. 
Only a firm reſolve to change our li 
and even all this we muſt beg of thee. Pre 
ſerve us, OLord, by thy powerful grace 
that no temptation ſurprize or overcomeael 
reclaim our wandring fancies, and guide 
and fix them to attend thy ſervice. 


> 


* 


A Prayer for Friday Morning, 
0 Moſt bleſſed Goa, I adore an, h <ua* 
fp thee, I acknowleage mdenenα,ů 
ee, iu bee I live and mode, and 10 thy bounty * 
orte ali the good things 1 enjoy, 4thduktheed 
fr preferomy me this naght, and forpaiſing mel 


34 
- 11,» 
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os 


a 
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26.” "Prayers for Friday. Part . 


upto 2be 22 of another day; keep me in the 
1 "fame from all fin and danger, and ſo direct me 
TIE 22 thy ways, that thy word being my rule, thy 

= grace my guide aud affiſftance, ti goodneſs my 

= 74a:tern aud example, thy joys may be my ever- 
Waſting recompence ang reward, through the 
4 merits of Jeſus Chriſt * 2 Amen. 


A Prayer for F 4h Noon, 
Eternal Goa, the Fee F all good things, 


0 þ give unto thy eruant ſo. fervently to 
= * re, rightly to underſtand, and conſtantly to 
bar” in the practice of all thy evangelical 
epts, that uo temptation of this world, nor 
bat s powers of hellmay be able to witharaw 
3 heart from thee, or my actions from the rule 
war rigireouſneſs ; but let thy teſtimonies be ever 
b my counſel and comfort in my pilgrimage 
l earth; that in the end y 4% ſafely 
't W277 - 47 hy kingaom in Heaven t0 rb ribe for 


4 4 Glory be to the Father, Ic. 
s it Was in the beginning, &c, 
= 53h IF 


Ny.) Prayer for Friday Night. 


1 Praiſe ang adore thee, OLora of heaven and 
Barth, rhat thy mercifut providence I 


3 8 Wr - "Y 


VVV 
N . thee ; not only in Health / 

Jafety "of ous, but integrity of hearts; 1; 
We Pope, aud with & fiucere * 80 cute 4 


1 OS WI 
1 2 


3 


IF 


I. Pers for Friday. 9p 
araon, O merciful Father, whatſbever. 1 
ve done or omitted this day, contrary to my 
Wo/utions and obligations ; ana grant that the 
zſe of my paſt miſcarriages may render me 
WL: care! and vigilant for the time to come. 
e thy bed ſpirit be always preſent with 
mind, to recollett my 4iſtrattions ant 
Worker my conſiderations, and warn me of 
8, 1117e15, that Imay never be ſurpriſed Bfany. * 
wnptation to ”_ but continue ſtedfaſt in my 
ty ; and make it my conſtant care to approve 
eto thee in well-dorng ; that ſo living ix 
ear, 1 may die in thy favour, reſt in thy 
ace, aud reigu with thee in thy glory, through 
We merits of] eſus Chriſt thy Son our Saxiousg 
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Meditations for Saturday. 2 be. "= ; 
EACH me, OLord, that ſafe and ca 
method of cenſuring my felt, t 
cquitted by thee ; every oy Err me ſit as 
in impartial judge, and ſtrictiy cxammens 
very thought, word, and action of the d, 

FD II. 
Imploring thy pardon of What havens 
onc _armiſs,.and the aſſiſtance of thy graea 
orthe time to come. If I perhaps fin one 
leis ching well done, when ene | 
r N 1 — k ho 8 . — | 
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23 Aeditatlont, &ce. Part! = 
the allowance indulged our frailty, let me 
return all the glory to thee my God, and 
beg thy grace to 2 458 and improve it. 
I. 
»Tis thy hand that ſows the ſeed, and 
thy bleſſing alone that gives the increaſe; 
thus let me once a day, at leaſt, look home, 
anch ſeriouſly enquire into the ftate of my 
- ſoul: whatever my weakneſs or malice may 
have done, let me ſpeedily undo by an hear- 
ty contrition. 3 


down upon my wrath, 
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Prayers for Saturday Morning. 
EO T hon everVleſſed Majeſty, who filleſt-bea- 
ven aud earth with thy preſence, and art 
'# Baye liſtening to the ſupplications t a 
= 0/2 of creatures that hang upon thee, ven, 
: bd befeech thee, thine ears mercy x0 me Hy 
worth creature, and accept myManta 
banks iving for all the mercies M {rvatiie al 
aul temporal which thou cont aan Ray 


o * a 
* o TY * =P * 7 2 4 * 5 5 . Y : _— 1. 
4 . „ [ , E ; 
* o 1 „* F © * 
» ; : 1 - % V - 
l * _ ” = . * 1 T * 
* 8 — . 9 - 4 1 1 
E a 4 + - G G - - q \ l » © ** 3 Ws 
k \ . 2 = WW 7 - wel 4 , ad. > os St 3 
» 7 » i . ** 1100 o . 
= * ** WW 30 * 194 * 2 *% © _C » * 
: — 3 #2 . y Nw l . 2 þ * « «FP? < # #4 a e 2 120 Po. , . "5 
% : „ 4 \ &. »» . — * . £ 8 >. bet - * . * _— 
1 * * _ - 2 Tone. . v 


BETS a Im. 


CST? 
A * 
| 3 
* 
1 - 


* 
-  & © bs 
V q 6 >. 7 * Is », 
wh, „ Www. . * 
- . l 
» © 2. CY by = 2 2 5 ; £7 
” ot £0 $ 1 2 1 , " — 4 


N 4 


= Prayers for Saturdays. 29 
hee for thy ſon ſeſus Chriſt manifeſted in the 
b to deſtroy the works of the devil. I thank 
for all that he hath done and ſuffered, aud 

ill doing at thy right band in order to our 
vat ion. 1 thank thee for protecting me this 
night from all perils ghoſtly and bodily, and * 
raiſing me up to ſee the light of another day; 
hereas thou mighteſt juſtly have 1 me 
keep in death, by reaſon of thoſe manifold 
p4 heinous ſins wherewith I have from time 
time offended thy divine Majeſty. | 


II. I 

= 7 have ſinned, and what ſhall Tſay unto thee, 
bon preſerver of men ? I have left undone 
Woe things which I ought to have done, aud 
have done thoſe things which I ought not i 
ave done, and there is no health 1n-me : M 
hon, O Lora, have mercy upon me a miſerausgsß 
Fender! O thou, ho deſireſt not the death of 
nner, but rather that he would turn from bi 
ickedneſs and live, have mercy upon me, ſpate 
6, and reſtore me, who do here in all hum 


onfeſs my Faults, and deſire to be penitent ns i 


Den. 

„ In 
Have regard to thy bleſſed ſon, who ig0ur at 
pocaF with thee, O Father, and the propitims 
or our fans; for his ſake N graut use 
ve true repentance, and thy y ſpirit, u 
ay. teach and enable me to pleaſe thes h 
rer in Ai things, to deny all ungodlinæſi aur 
o e, and to live godiy, riguteouſi hans 
IS DIE 8 pe % Se" g ** Lace, 2 
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ſoberly in this preſent world. Keep me all thi 
day in thy fear, ani under thy gracious pro. 
tection; aud grant that this day 1 fall into 1 
ſin, nor run into any kind of danger, but thai 
all my aoings being oraerea by thy governance, I 
may keep a conſcience void of offence towar; 
thee, and towards all men; that ſo at laſt Tmay 
come to thine eternal joy, thro" Feſus Chriſt our 
Lord, in whoſe name recommend my (elf and 
=_ mankind to thine infinite mercy, ſaying as 
* 3 he hath taught me, Our Father, £9c. 


A Prayer for Saturday Noon. 


. 9 Goa, who knoweſt the frailties and infir- 
mites of my nature, and in the miaſt off 
oro many dangers T live, being continually 
eee, to the deceits of the world, the fleſb, 
ie Devil; vouchſafe me the aſſiſtance of 
þ BY abl-power Mt grace, ana enable me to re- 
ul overcome all teinptatious ro ſin ;; from 
. Ae ſuares of the world, the corrupt ious m 
ure, the arts and deſigus of the Devil, from 
65 Nut ſobhief f evil coumſel, the infeetion of 
ad example, a great danger, and an iuvin- 
Sinn os Sau Good Lord deliver . 


— II. 
2 Tel every mercy have its ee 

. every 0 tenity of repentance ma r. 

Mu tempration prove tos ff forage, 

e mie not Peep with ud unn % ß, 

| n but give me a peniteni h !? 

2 T7 and << ve Lee . ou 
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Fart l. Prayers for Saturday. 5x 
74 benefſcencè be my pattern, and make me 
7% in rhe ſtation thou haſt placed me in: 

oe me an heart, and give me wiſdom and 
iy to do good; and let ſuch a temper and 
%eſition of ſoul, as delights in the good of 
ers, recommend me to that charity that is 
eaſed with ſacrifices of well-aoing. 

| | III. = 
O gos God, to whom every thing is poſſible, 
; rely my corrupt nature, and let thy gra- 
ions aids ſupply all my defects, and fo help 
Wy infirmities, that 1 hiq live in thy love.” 
u fear, die in thy favour, aud be prepares 
or ite great account I am to give, and leu 

eived with rby faithful ſervants to the nog 

pf thy kingdom. Amen. --*x* 


A Prayer for Saturday Night. 
O Moft glorious Goa, the fountain of. a 

gooaneſs amd all grace, from whom ange 
nd men, and all creatures, have receives ath 


ans 
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nite ways, by numberleſs trauſgreſſions; and 

to make all theſe out of meaſure ſinful, I have 

gone on in à daily courſe of repeating theſe 

provocations againſt thee, notwithſtanaing all 

thy calls to, and my own purpoſes and vows 

of amendment; yea, this very day 4 have not 
ceaſed to add new ſins to all my former guilt. 


II. 
And now, O Lora, what ſball 1 do, or whi- 


ber ſbali I fly? How can T hope for mercy, 


bat have Jeſerved the rigours of thy juſtice ! 
Due ſince it is thy will that I ſhould re pen 


= we, who am unfit and unworthy to look up unto 
Bee, and give me that godly - ſorrow which 
Eevorketh repentance ; forgive and put away all 
mes [ins and offences. Receive me, O merciful Fa- 
er, and be reconciled unto me in the mercies 
grand merits of thy dear ſon : for his ſake reſtore 
= me again to thy grace and favour, and the light 
of ity countenance, and eſtabliſ me with thy 


Free ſpirit. 
m 


1 & Aud let (T beſeech thee ) thy good ſpirit help 
Ee infirgrities; and teach me ſo to pray unto 
bee, as to Iabour and ftrive my ſelf, and ſo to 
eur and run, that I may obtain; let it ne- 
leave me nor forſake me, nor be withdrawn 
ire, but be a living principle of all vir- 
wy ſoul, and bring forth the fruits of 
ped bofrneſg ag ie aus converſarion. 
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32 Prayer for Saturday, Put I. 


my ſoul, I have broken thy righteous laws in- | 


live, lool down, O Lord, in mercy upon 
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Part I. Prayers for Saturday. 33 
Let my mind be ever poſſeſſed with a powers 
ul ſenſe of thee, and ardent love to thee, and 
an holy care to pleaſe and obey thee in alt 
things. Let the very ſame mind and ſpirit be 
= 1: me which was in 3 our Lord; the 
= /pirit of wiſdom and underſtanding, and the 
Fear of thee; the ſpirit of meekneſs, humility, 
purity and charity, that I may do thy will 
with ſuch chearfulneſs, zeal, — Pa- 


tience, and perſeverance as be di 1 


IV. 
Aud that my ingratitude for thy former bleſ- 
ſings may not make me unworthy and incapable-? 
f the future; ¶ aefire humbly to offer up tb, 
my Evening ſacrifice of praiſe and Wan, 
giving, for all thy goodneſs and loving-kindneſs | 
multiplied and continued upon me ans 791A. 
all manking. That thou haſt been pleaſes 5 
create us men after thine own Image, the moſes 
excellent of all the viſible works of thy Ba 
aud when by our own fin and fall we had ma 
our ſelves worſe than the vileſt of all thy crea 
rures, thou wert yet pleaſed to find out @ mam 
of redemption and reconciliation, by the dent 
and ſatiſfaction of thine own only Son, And 125 | 
| farther vouchſafed in ſome meaſure to 
| abroad in our hearts the good gifts and grace 
thy holy ſpirit 5 to excite, enable, and encourage 
us in the performance of our duty bere, ana ton 
ſeal to ns the good hope of eternal base 
with thee hereafter. For theſe and alt an#every 
of rhy bleſſings,” n borb to 2 | 
\ 4 KK 3 = if 
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34 Prayers for Saturday. Part J. 
and that which is to come, which are infinite 
for number, aud for worth unvaluable, and 
1 every way unſpeakable, and which thy provi- 
= gence inceſſantly heaps upon all mankind, 
and particularly upon me thy moſt undeſerv- 
ing ſervant ; 41 thankfully return my heart 
and ſoul in a moſt grateful acknowleagment 
= of thy infinite bounty, and my 0wn unworthi- 
S ozeſs, with the tribute of all poſſgie love, ho- 
nour, ana praiſe, beſeeching thee, to the vaſt 
heap of all thy unſpeakable bleſſings, to add 
yet this one more, even an heart to improve 
them to thy glory and my own ſalvation. In 
* theſe holy thoughts and deſires, I recommend 
my ſelf to thy gracious protection this night : | 
O let me find them ſo eb and lively iu my 
. ſoul, when I awake in the morning, as to 
2 diſpoſe and fit me for the duties of thy worſhip 


A 
- 


und ſervice. And the 8 mercies which [ 
beg for myſelf, I deſire for the 7 of mankiua, 
That they may know thee, aud acknowledge | 
- thee, aud be guided unto, and walk in the 
; oy that leads to everlaſting life, through 
= Telus Chriſt our Zlefſed Saviour; in whoſe 
powerful name and comprebenſive words, 1 
continue to pray as be hath taught me, ſaying, 
Our Father, Wc, 


A Prayer to be uſed by a little Child. 

+ - 0 Lord, my moſt loving Saviour and merci- 
u Redeemer, who commandoſt that lit- 
le chilaren ſpculd come unto thee, aud diaſt 
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Part I. A Child"s Prayer. 35. 
take them up in thine arms, lay thine hands 
upon, and bleſs them, lobk graciouſly upon me, 
who am one of thy chilaren devoted to thy ſer- 
vice. Have compaſſion on the weakneſs of my 
tender years, and keep me from all evil and 
danger both in body and ſoul; make me al- 
ways mindful of my Creator in the days of my 
youth, and of that baptiſmal vow that was 
made in ny name, That | ſhould forſake the 
Devil and all his works, the pomps and vani- 
ties of this wicked world, and all the finful 
luſts of the fleſh. Make me dutiful to my pa- 
rents, loving to my relations, obedient to my- 
governors and inſtructors, and courteous and. 
humble to all, that as I grow in years, 1 may 


grow in grace and wiſdom, and be in favour : 
with God and Man. Guide and ſanttify n 


5 by thy holy ſpirit, that the longer TI live, the 
1 better I may be, to the comfort of my parents, 
a, the honour aud glory of thee my Goa, and my; 

ge own happineſs both here and hereafter ; and 
ve this T beg, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
þ Our Father, &c. - _ 


” 6 
A Grace before Meat: * <3 
33 O Lord, unto us, the uſt of 
theſe thy ereatures; make us to xl 
ccive them ſoberly and thankfully, and ml 
the ſtrength of them to ſerve thee faith⸗ 
fully, through Jeſus Chriff. Amen. 


36 Part L 


i Grace after Meat. 

| God, who haſt created us by thy 
1 () power, preſerved us by thy provi- 
dence, redeemed us by thy blood, and at 


and evermore. Amen. 


A ſhort preparation for the holy Sacrament. 
With proper devotions before, at, and after 
the receiving thereof. 


2 Chron. xxxiv. 18, 19. | 
OOD Lord, ee every one that 


: 
» 


4 prepareth his 
Lord God of hig$athers, though he be not 
| eleanſed according to the purification of 


the ſanctuary. 


A Preparation to Examination. 


Lord, I do not preſume to come to 
that great feaſt of thy body and 
blood, upon the leaſt opinion of my own 
g worthineſs; for when 1 reflect on my ſin- 
lite, I am even afraid zo. come, leſt I 
? Whould cat and * my own damnation. 


& unto mankind, and thy own words ane 
| a 
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cart to ſeek God, the 


© But when I conſider thy infinite mercies 


this time fed us with thy good creatures, 5 : 
thy holy name be bleſſed and praiſed now WM 


Part I. Preparation to Examination. 37 
all men without exception, and knowing 
that thy crucified body is not only food to 
nouriſh, but 22 to cure, I beg leave, 
that am but duſt and aſhes, to come to thy 
holy table, and with my weak faith to 
feed upon ſome crumbs of the bread of 
5 UI 


I confeſs, O Lord, I have no wedding- 
garments on me, but I come to ſeek them 
at thy croſs, from thy bitter ſorrows. to 
derive into my ſoul a godly ſorrow, works 
ing repentance to — 

From thy broken bod 
from thy warm blood 
wounded fide, zeal 
may admire, love-an 
as I ought to do. 6 


I come, O dear Jeſus, to fetch humility, : 
patience, temperance, ſobriety and chari- 
ty, and whatſoever elſe thou ſeeſt needful 
for me: bury all my fins in thy grave; bo 
ſtony heart, my natural corruptions, ar 
vile affections. | ou” 

. 2 

I come, O Lord, to fetch a new life from 
thy holy and bleſſed reſurrection; to which 
£0" 77 ON 2 end, 


a broken heart, 
wing from th 
fervency, that 
erve thee, my God, 
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38 Preparation to Examination. Part J. 
end bleſs, O Lord, I beſeech thee, this my 
examination, which by thy divine aſſiſtance 
I am now to make before thee. 
® VII. 
Thou knoweſt, O Lord, what a partial 
examiner fleſh and blood will be unto it ſelf, 
unleſs thou guide and direct me by thy 
holy ſpirit; ſtrengthen therefore my weak 
memory, that I may call to mind, and 
heartily bewail all the evil acts I have 
done, and the good ones I have omitted. 
— VIII. 
Make my conſcience freely to accuſe, to 
Judge and condemn my elf for every fin 
I ſhall find my felt guilty of; and if after 
my examination, any of my fins ſhall re- 
main undiſcovered to me, Lord pardon 
them in that heap of fin which I bring unto 
thy croſs to be forgiven. Amen. 


A Prayer before Examination. 


* O Moſt great aud glorious God, the ſearcher 
of hearts, and trier of the reins, who art 
every where preſent, and from who no 4nrk- 
iae(5 can biae us, Thou compaſſeſt my path 
and my lying down, and art acquainted with 
all my ways; there is not a word in my tongue, 
vor a thought in my heart, but thou, O God, 
AZ knowel it altogether. Thou knoweſt that 
my heart is deceitful above all things, and de- 
(th, VB ſperately ,, 
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Part I. Prayer before Examination. 39 


ſperately wicked, ſo that I cannot without 
thy aſſiſtance find it out, nor unaerſtand the 
errors of my ways. Help me therefore, O my 
Goa, help me, 7 beſeech thee, to know my ſelf 
and the true frame and temper of my ſoul ; 
ſhew thou me wherein I have offenaed thee in 
thought, word, or deed; give me a true and a 
penitent ſight and ſenſe of all my ſins ; let not 
my ignorance blind me, nor my corrupt hears 
deceive me, nor the common practice f the 
world delude me into a falſe opinion of 
ſelf; but enable me, I humbly beſeech thee, 
to find out all my ſins, together with all the 
aggravations of my guilt ; make me truly vile 
in my own eyes, and heartily ſorry for all my 
miſaoings ; enable me to hate ana forſake e- 
very evil way, and to turn unto thee, by an 
. unfeigned repentance, and a ſincere and hear- 
ty obedience to all thy holy laws, that I may 

have my fruit unto holineſs, and the end ever. 
laſting life, through Jeſus Chriſt my only Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. | 


Heads of Examination. | 
My ſoul, now inthe preſence of the 
Almighty, uſe thy utmoſt diligence 
to ſearch and examine thy own conſci- 
ence, how thou haſt managed thy whole 
life, which God gave thee to employ in 
his ſervice. : 


„ a 4 En BB AMAA..CaC. 


D4 I. Haſt 


40 Heads of Examination, Part J. 
I. 

Haſt thou endeavour'd faithfully to live 
according to thy baptiſmal vow ? Haſt 
thou renounced the Devil and all his works, 
the ps and vanitics of this wicked 
world, with all the covetous deſires of } 
the ſame, and all the ſinful luſts of the Wu 
fleſh, ſo as not to follow, nor be led by r 
them ? X | 

c 


Haſt thou belicved all the articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith ? 
III. 


Haſt thou kept God's holy will and | 
commandments, and walked in the ſame 


all the days of thy lite? 


F More particularly as to thy duty towards God. 


*. Haſt thou believed in him who is truth 
it ſelf, and fear'd in all things to offend 
his divine Majeſty ? 

Haſt thou ores him (who is perfect 
Jove and goodneſs) above all things, with 
all thy hcart, and mind, and foul, and 
ſtrength? 

HFHaſt thou worſhipped him acceptably, as 

* he hath required, in ſpirit and in truth? 

Haſt thou given thanks unto him for his 

manifold mercies and benefits, and improv- 

ed them to his glory? aft 


Part L Heads of Examination _ 
HFaſt thou put thy whole truſt and confi» 
dence at all times in him, and called u 
nim by prayer and ſupplication in all thy 
wants and neceſſities? 

= Halt thou honoured his holy name and 
his word, and whatever hath any relation 
W unto him? And haſt thou ſerved him truly, 
not only upon the days which are ſet a- 
part for his folemn worſhip, but all the 
days of thy life? 


As to thy duty towards thy Neighbour. 


* 


Haſt thou loved thy neighbour as thy 
felt, and done unto all and every man as 
thou wouldſt they ſhould do unto thee in 
the like ftate and condition of life ? Me: 

Haſt thou, as a datitul child, loved, ho- 
noured, and ſuccoured, upon occaſion, fo 
far as thou wert able, thy natural parents, 
father and mother? 

Haſt thou (as a good and loyal 2 
honoured and obeyed the * | 5 ivi 
father of his dominions | and all that are 
put in authority under him? 5 

Haſt thou reſpectively ſubmitted thy 
felf to all thy governors, teachers, ſpiri- 
tual rs and maſters, and ordered thy 
ſelf lowly and reverently towards all thy 


petters? 
3 Haſt 


Hrads of Examination. Part L. N F 


Haſt thou hurt or injur'd any body by 
word or deed, or been true or juſt in all r. 
thy dealings ? \ Sr 

Doſt thou bear any malice, hatred, or ⁵ñ 
revenge in thy heart, which is as murder \1 


42 


in the ſight of God ? 

Haſt thou kept thy bands from picking 
and ftcaling, piltering or purloining, which 5 ” 
uſually lead on to greater wickedneſs? WW: 

Haſt thou refrained thy tongue | that un- 5 

ruly member] from evil-ſpeaking, "lying Wn 

3 3 ſlandering, which are vices ſo com- 1 0 
mon in the world? 12 
Haſt thou fallen among vicious compa- Wb 
fr inco | 

1 
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ny, which, alas, too often engages into 
folly; and did the danger increaſe thy 
Care, and the fin of othcrs breed virtue in 

thee ? 
Haſt thou taken notice of any good ex- 

ample, which thy gracious God preſents to 
excite thee ; and didſt thou immediately re- 
ſolye in thy heart to follow and imitate it? 


As to thy duty towards thy ſelf. 


HFaſt thou preſerved thy body in tem- 
perance, ſoberneſs, and chaſtity, undefiled 
with fleſhly luſts; ſuch as gluttony and 
drunkenneſs, fornication and adultery ? 


Hat 


x am 


n © So *' 


. Bart l. Heads of Examination. 43 
by Haſt thou not ſometimes coveted or de- 


all Need other mens goods; or hath not the 
Mroeatneſs of another moleſted thy peace, 
or ind his proſperous condition made thee 
er epine? 

HFaſt thou Jabour'd truly (with content= 
ig nent and diligence) to get thy own living; 
1 e to do thy duty in that ſtate of life unto 
= hich it hath pleaſed God to call thee ? 

Haſt thou tempred others to fin, by con- 
4 ivance, or incouragement, or command, 
Wor perſuaſion, and ſo increaſed thy own 
1 guilt, by furthering the damnation of thy 
[ brother! 


* 


1 1 


* 


| A Prayer after Examination. 


O Thou moſt dreadful Majeſty of heaven 
and earth, who perfectly hateſt all ini- 
quity, an4 will not be reconciled to any impe- 
nitent ſinner, how ſhall I, -a miſerable pollu- 
ted zwretch, dare to look up unto thee, or take 
thy holy name into my deſiled mouth? 


II. 

T confeſs, O Lora, I am a moſt grievons and 
abominable ſinner, and do altogether deſerve 
thy wrarh and indignation. How many and 
foul are the fins which thou haſt now enabled 
me to diſcover in my ſelf ! Sins againſt thee, 
ray gracious God, againſt my neighbour, and 
againſt my ſelf, the leaſt of which is enough 

| | ro 


44 © Prayer aſter Examination. Part ! 


to condemn me to endleſs miſery! ana whitheriY 
then would not ſuch a multitude of foul trau 
greſſions ſink me, if thy mercies were not in. 
finite, and thy patience truly wonaerful ! Tei 
alas, how few are theſe, in compariſon of ij 
thoſe which TI cannot call to ming, but are ne. 
vertheleſs naked and open to thy all-ſeeing eye. 
My fins, O God, are many and great, moſt of | 
them often repeated, aud become cuſtomary 
aud habitual : Yea, O Lora, with ſhame and 
ſorrow I confeſs I have flighted and neglected 
the means of grace, and by that very patience 
and forbearance which ſhould have led me to 
repentance, I have encouraged my ſelf to ſiu 
more freely: Nay, after the moſt ſolemn vows | 
aud engagements, I have treacherouſly revolt- 
ed from thee, aud ſet at nought all thy good- 
neſs to me: Tea, the ſtupid inſenſibleneſs of 
my own heart, even now when I remember 
theſe things, brings new accuſations againſt 
mme; for 1 feel not that deep humiliation, that 
piercing grief, that hatred and indignation 
. againſt my ſins, and my ſelf for cheriſhing of 
them that IT ought to have: Neither 40 T jind 
in my heart that fervent love of thee, that 
true zeal for thy honour, that hungering de- 
fire after righteouſneſs and holineſs that 
Poul be in me. 


C 
J. 
0 
0 
l, 
1 


I. 

Aud nom, O my God, what can I ſay for my 
Jelf after all this. IT have nothing to plead 
in my own excuſe, I havenothing to fly unto, 

1 but 
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Ii 1. Prayer after Examina oy 45 
e: that mercy which I have fo long abuſed; © 
2 conſcience condemns me, my ſins cry aloud 
1-8 2in/t me, ſo that unleſs thou wilt be pleaſed 
rei igen to the interceeding blood of thy ſon, and 
o iS conſult thine own bowels and compaſſions, 

from thence to fetch arguments of mercy, 
e. am undone for ever by my own fooliſh choice. 
herefore for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, have mercy 
hon me, heal my ſoul, for I have ſinned againſt 
ee, be merciful to my ſin for it is great. Thou 
aſt promiſes to receive returning ſinners, to 
ot out t heir iniquities, aud to heal their back- 
idings. Jdeſire, OLord, to return unto thee, I 
We and renounce all my ſins, and do here ab- 
Wor my ſelf in duſt and aſhes before thee ; O hide 
ot thy face away from me, but humble my 
pul yet more for my unworthineſs ; break my 
eart into true contrition, that tt may be an 
cceptable ſacrifice unto thee. 


IV. 

Cleanſe and purify my ſoul in the blood of 
clus, hat fountain which thou haſt opened for 
2 and for uncleanneſs ; deliver me from the 
oer of ſin and ſlavery of my luſts. O let thy 
oly ſpirit take poſſeſſion of my ſoul, and ſo rule 
nd reign iu me, that I may no more be govern's 
my own corrupt will, nor deceived by my 
wn falſe heart, nor be overcome by my own 
nbridled paſſions ; work in me a perfect ha- 
ed of all that thou hateſt, and a true love of 
that thou loveſt; ſtrengthen me by thy grace 
p refiſt ana overcome all temptations, and te 


# 


. . per- 4 


goodneſs, to deny all ungoalineſs and worlaly 
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berſevere and grow in faith and love, and al 


N 
4 
11 


” 
4 
of 


luſts, aud to live righteouſly, ſoberly ana goaly With 
iu this preſent world; patiently and comforta- 
bly looking for that ble ſſea hope, and the glori- th 
ous appearing of thegreat Goa ang our Saviour 


Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify i 
wnto himſelf a peculiar people zcalous of good 
evorks. In his bleſſed name ana moſt pervailiug 
words, There recommend untothee all the deſires i 
ang needs of my ſoul, and of thy whole Church. | 


Our Father, &9c. 


PE” | . 1 . 2 4 * — 
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Meditations on the holy Sacrament. 
EY ME unto me all ye that are weary 


and heavy laden, and I will give you 


reſt: Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
of me; for I am meck and lowly in heart, 
and ye ſhall find reſt unto your fouls: for 
my yoke is caſy, = my burden is light. 
Does my Saviour invite me, and ſhall I 
go? Shall a ſinner dare to fit down at his 
rable? Does he invite, and ſhall I not go? 
Shall a wretch preſume to refuſe his call ? 
Riſe then, my ſoul, and take thy ſwifteſt 
25 5 and fly to the preſence of this great 
myſtery. 5 
1 | . III A 


* 
„ 
„ 
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. 


III. ; | 
4% A feaſt of holy bread and holy wine, in 
ly Fc preſentation of thy moſt ſacred body 


rcken, and blood ſhed for us, where 
nou deareſt Jeſu doſt freely give thy ſelf 
Wo the meaneſt gueſt; a feaſt of peace and 


5 Poe, and incomparable ſweetneſs, to which 
04 Whine own bleſt mouth thus kindly calls us. 
2 IV. 


Come to me, ye that labour for holineſs, 
nd are oppreſs'd under the weight of your 
Wins; ye that hunger after heaven, and 
Whirſt to drink of the fountain of bliſs, 
Wome to me, and I will refreſh you with 
Whc wine of * the bread of liſe. 
Come ye that are weak, that ye may be 
rong; and ye that are ſtrong, leſt ye be- 
come weak: Come ye that have leiſure, 
and here entertain your time; come ye 
chat are buſy, and here learn to ſanctify 
your imployment; come all, and gather 
I treely of this celeſtial manna, and fill your 
is fouls with the food = angels. 
* I. 
|? But ſtay, am I dreſt like a friend of the 
{t WW Þride-groom, that I may ſafely come to 
at chis marriage-ſupper? Have I confider'd 
Zhoy chaſte theſe eyes ſhould be, which go 
| to 


ſider'd how clean that mouth ſhould be 
which preſumes to eat the bread of hea- 


ven? But moſt of all, have I conſider di 
how all-celeſtial that ſoul ſhould be 


* 
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to behold the God of purity ? Have I con- 


which 7 to an union with the body 


of Chriſt 
VII. 


Look, my heart, look well into thy ſelf, 
and ftrifly ſearch every corner of thy 
breaſt: 1 how poor, and dull, and 
empty are we; how infinitely unworthy ſo 
divine a ſacrament! yet are we called by 
him that can command, by him that ſecs 
and pities our miſcries; he bids us come, 
he ſurely will receive us, and with his 
bounteous fulneſs ſupply our defects. 

IIL 

Go then, my ſoul, to that facred table, 
and take thy part of that delicious ban- 
quet ; go all inflamed with love, and joy, 
and hope, and quench thy holy thirſt with 
that ſpring of lite. When thou hat taſted 
his everlaſting ſweetneſs, and feeleſt his 
heavenly ſtreams flow gently on thee, o- 
pen thy happy breaſt, and ſuck thoſe wa- 
ters in, — fee them freely run over all 


: 


thy powers. * | 


IX, Let 


Meditations, &. 
| . IX. 4 37 5 
Let them ſink deep to the root of thy 


heart, and turn thy barren heath into a 
fruitful land, fruitful in holy thoughts and 


9 
2 


- 
* 
* 
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45 pious words, fruitful in good, and juſt, 
Je and charirabte deeds, fruitful to thy ſelf 
in thine own improvement, fruitful to o- 
thers in thy good examples. Praiſe the 
H. Lord, O my foul, and all that is within 
hy me praiſe his holy name, who ſaveth thy 
na lite from deſtruction, and feedeth thee: 
m with the bread of heaven. | 
by Meditations at the Lord's table. 


> I T is but too apparent, bleſſed Lord, 
5 how apt we are to forget thy dear love 

to us, and thy bitter ſufferings for us; our 
continual tranſgreſſions T it, and our 


le. preſent ſtupidity and indevotion do plainly 
an declare it. Praiſed therefore be thy good- 
oy. neſs for theſe lively emblems of thy moſt 
ol meritorious croſs and paſſion. O that I 


ed ould behold them with the ſame affections 
his with which I ſhould have been moved had 
been a ſpectator of thy crucifixion, O 
that the characters of thy love may be ſo 
all deeply imprinted upon my heart, that no 
time nor temptation may wear them out. 
May I now moſt * call to mind 
| | 3336 
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the e thine incarnation, the merit 
of thy death, the power of thy reſurrec- 
tion, and the glories of thine aſcenſion. 
| II. 

O how much do we owe thee, moſt bleſ- 
ſed Redeemer! How great is the price 
which thou haſt paid for the ranſom of us 


no return to make but a poor worthleſs 
heart; and this is yet a further inſtance of 
thy goodneſs, that thou expecteſt no other 
teſtimony of gratitude, but my ſelf and 
my fincere affections. 


PRAYERS. 


; I. 

1 T the words of my mouth, and the me- 

ditations of my heart, be acceptable in thy 

ſight, O Lord, my ſtrength and my Redeemer, 
II. 

Moft gracious God, who of thy great goodneſs 

haſt oraained this holy ſacrament for a conti- 


ſacrifice which thou in thy infinite wiſdom 
and love haſt appointed, and accepted upon 
the croſs for us miſerable ſinners, make us 
truly ſenſible of all our ſins againſt thee, aud 


and 


— 


miſerable ſinners: What ſhall I render un- 
to thee for the incomprehenſible benefits 
thou haft beſtowed upon me ? Alas, I have | 


nua remembrance of that ever-prevailing 


of the great love of thy ſon in ſuffering for us, 
0729 | — 
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and accept us in him to the praiſe and glory 

of thy grace. 
III. 

O thou that loołeſt down from heaven, that 
faſnioneſt the hearts of men, and conſi dereſt 
all their works, enlighten, enliven, and con- 
vince us; affect, aſſiſt, and proſper us; own, 
accept, and bleſs us; call in aud reſtrain the 
Jooſeneſs and wandrings of our thoughts ; fix, 
unite, and fill our hearts with an awe, 4 
dread, and reverence of thee, with thoughts. 
| and apprehenſions, affectious aud meaitations 
; IH writable to the work we are now to engage in, 

= bat we may attend upon thee without aiſtrac- 
don, and improve this opportunity ſincerely, 
 F7 uprightly, with our whole ſoul, and 
heart, and ſirength ; to thy glory, aud our 
great advantage here, ana in the day when 
thou ſhalt judge the ſecrets of mens hearts by 
Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. | 


* —- 


J. | 

O Bleſſed Jeſus, I am not worthy to come 

near fo great a myſtery, but thou canſt 

make me rt hy; and though I am a ſinner, I 

come to offer the ſacrifice thou haſt commande. 

O pardon my offences, and receive me graciouſly 

for thy mercy's ſake. 4 Wi 

II. * 


Ilament, O my Goa, my deteſtable iniqui- 
ties, for having ſo long, ſo often, and ſo obſti- 
nately offended thee; O moſt merciful Lord, 
Pardon me for Jeſus _ hisſakez O m_ 

| - i 


* _— ” 
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his dying groans, regard his agony and bloody 
ſweat, by his croſs ana paſſion let my ſins be 
blotted out. I deſire now to renew my cove- 
vant to thee, and to ſeal it with this ſacra- 
ment. Lord, put thy laws into my mina, and 
write them in my heart, and for the paſſion of 
. thy dear ſon, which I now commemorate, be 
merciful to my unrighteouſmeſs ; my ſins and 

my iniquities do thou remember no more, but 

be Mon my Goa, aud I will be thy ſervant. 


Amen. 


ius blood; and that I may evermore 


- a Sacrament! In my beſt attire, OLord, | 


= Seeing the Table ſpread, and the Elements 
1 ſet thereon. 
HOU, O my God, haſt prepared a 
1 Table. for me; whoſoever cate th 
thereof, ſhall never hunger, or drinketh, 
hall oy On. # 
Tord, grant that I may ſo eat the fleſh 0 
thy dear Son Jeſus Chr, 27 arink his Jed 
that my ſinful body may be made 3 his 


vo mm 2R* — 2 „ 


body, and my ſoul waſted through his moſt per- 
| ell in 
him, and he in me. 


I time may permit, this may be added. 
Alas, how poor, dull and empty am I, 
OLord ! how infinitely unworthy fo divine 


—L—_ — — — 


am ſo ragged, that I am even! Wane, 
* : 8 / ; | y | os 
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ſee my ſelf: Well may I then with ſhame * 
and bluſhing come into the preſence of 


holy Angels, and much rather be abaſhed 
to appear before the purer eyes of thy 
infinite glory. What is man, OLord, that 
thou art thus mindful of him What am I 

the unworthieſt of men, that thou ſhouldſt | 


invite me! O this kindneſs is too much for 


man to receive, tis infinitely mofe thaa the 
mean creature can deſerve; but tis a kind- 
neſs ſuitable to a God to beſtow, whoſe J 
goodneſs like himſelf is infinite. It is in obe- 
dience, great Lord, to thy command, that 1 
now preſent my felt before thee, and in a 
duc — — of thy faithfulneſs, 

I come to partake of thy bleſſings. 2 


When thou heareſ# the Miniſter {9 Draw 
near with faith and take this Holy Sacra- 
mans then liſt up thy heart to God, and 
ay, | | i 
O Lord, I am not worthy, by reaſon f 

my manifold fins, to appear before thee; 

but ſceing it hath pleaſed thee in mercy to 
call me, behold, in humility andobedience: 

I come to thy Table. I come to teſtify = 

ſenſe of thy love, O heavenly Father, in fo: : 

loving the world, as to give up thy duly 

lon to die for loſt mankiad. 4 
* 2 Mben 


- 
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When you hear the Miniſter read the words of 


 Chrift's inſtitution, and ſee him order the 
bread and the wine, ſay, „ 


la dore thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, for inſti- 2 
W cuting this holy ſacrament; O let thy di- 


vinity thus ſtampt upon it ftrike into my 


foul a holy awe in approaching it: O create 
in me ſuch heavenly diſpoſitions as may 
make me meer to partake of ſo heavenly Wl 
an inſtitution; and for thy mercy's fake i 
=” pardon all my ſtupid forgetfulneſs of thee, 
= and ingratitude to thec ; and create in me 
ſuch a thankful and lively retnembrance of 
= thy dying love, as may excite me to give 
= up my ſelf intirely- to thee, as thou didſt 


give up thy ſelf on the croſs for me. 


Po. wbicb this may be added. 

O my dear Lord Feſtus, thou heavenly 
phyſician of all human nature, thou great 
and glorious and eternal King, remember, 
I beſeech thee, all the bitter pains thou 
didit endure in all thy ſacred members, 
when thou didſt ſuffer upon the croſs for 
me, and let not my foul be loſt which coſt 
thee ſo dear. Make me  teclingly and 
thank fully to remember how all thy pre- 
cCious body was rent and torn, thy facred 

| limbs tortur'd and rack d, thy head 


— 
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piercd, thy bones disjointed, and all thy 
body broken for me. Let me never for- 
5 get this love of thine, nor ever offend thee 
more. 


\ 


y n ven you ſee the bread broken, and the wine 
te 1 poured out, ſay, 

O crucified Jeſus, who at thy laſt fu 
per didſt ordain this holy ſacrament for the 
e continual remembrance of the ſacrifice of 
„ rhy death, and of the benefits we receive 
c thereby, let the propitiatory ſacrifice of 
thy death which thou didſt offer upon the 
© IR croſs for the ſins of the whole world, and 
ſt particularly for my ſins, be ever freſh in 


my remembrance. O do thou now fix in 
me ſuch a remembrance of thee as is ſui- 
table to the infinite love I am to remem- 
y ber, and work in me all thoſe heavenly 
rc I aftettions, which become the remembrance - 
„ of thee my crucified Saviour, and which 
u may render me acceptable unto the. 


r Tf there be time, this maybe added. 


bs I believe, O cternal Son of God, that 
chou didſt take our nature into a perſonal 
union with thy ſelf, that thy ſoul was made 
: 


an offering for fin, and that offering was 
accepted of the Father; thy ſacrifice made 
NW 77 a full 
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a full propitiation, and therefore we are 


permitted to eat of it; and ſeeing the bo- 
dy and blood of my crucified Saviour, I 
cannot queſtion the love of the Father to 
mankind, God the Father, it appears, 
did ſo love the world, that he gaye his 
only begotten Son to die for mankind. 
God the Son, I ſee, is willing that many 


ſhould be partakers in the merits of his 


death; for he has inſtituted this bleſſed 
ſacrament, and invites all men to it. With 
angels then, and archangels, and all the 
glorious hoſt of heaven, I praiſe and ad- 
mire the love of God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt: I praiſe 
and adore the ever- bleſſed wa the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt; and I come, O bleſſed Saviour, 
now to take and cat thy body which was 
broken for me: I come joyfully to drink 
of that cup which is the New Teſtament 
in thy blood, which blood thou haſt ſhed 
for the remiſſion of the fins of many, and 
invited all believing ſouls to partake of. 
O merciful Jeſu ! create in me a mighty 
hunger after this bread of life, this bread 
which came down from heaven; and let 
this immortal flood inftil into my weak 
and languiſhing ſoul new ſupplies of grace, 


CW 
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new life, new love, new vigour, and new 


reſolutions, that I may never more faint, 
or droop, or tire in my duty. 


Or this, as time ſhall permit. 


Pardon me, O bleſſed Jeſus, and every 
one here preſent that prepareth his heart 
to ſeek thee, though we. be not cleanſed 
according to the purification of the ſane- 
tuary: Let inward and ſpiritual gra c- 
company the outward and viſible ge, that 
the holy elements may be bread of life, and 

wine of conſolation to all our ſouls; and 
by the ſtrength and comfort we receive at 
this heavenly feaſt, let us be more enabled 
to run the ways of thy commandments; O 
let us find that thou haſt wrought all our 
works in us and for us; and then not unto 
us, but unto thy name ſhall be the glory. 


Here the devout Communicant may dedi- 
cate himſelf to God, as followeth. 


0 My God, I am here proſtrate before thees 
ang 1 hope with a truly loyal aud fincere 
heart to offer 1þ my ſoul and body to thee, and 
vow an everlaſting obedience to thy bleſſed 
217} ; for Jeſus ſake refuſe not this poor obla- 
tion, which though it be infinitely unworthy 
of thine acceptance, is the beſt thing I am able 
to preſent auto thee; it is all I have to give, 
| | | and 
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and all that thou requireſt. To thee, O glo- Nc 
rious Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, I i, 
Go from henceforth eternally devote my ſelf Nr. 
ang all my faculties; and here at the table 

of my bleſſed Saviour, and upon theſe ſacred Þ 
memorials of his wounds and blood, TI utterly || 
abjure all known and wilful ſins and rebel- 

tions, and particularly all ſuch as have been Wi" 
heretofore moſt dear to me, faithfully promi- f. 
ſing by thy gracious aſſiſtance from henceforth In 
to obſerve thy laws without any reſerve or e. Wii: 
ception. Thou art my witneſs, O my God; be f 
thou alſo my helper with thy continual grace, Mt 
and ſo ſhall I be faithful to thee according to Wl 
my heart's deſire. Amen, Amen, 38 > 


E jaculati ons before the Bread. 


I. M AK E haſte, O my fainting ſoul ! 
Behold thy gracious maſter 1s 
dealing his bread to thoſe that hunger af- 
ter Righteouſneſs; and if thy deſires be as 
great as thy neceſſities, they will make 
thee run to partake of his bounty; be not 
diſcouraged: with thy unworthineſs, for 
he gives to all men liberally, and upbraids 
no man. Lord give me evermore of that H 
bread, that my ſoul may be nouriſhed to W© 
eternal lite. 
2. My Saviour with all the benefits of 
his bitter death and paſſion, "doth now 


cOme 


-_ 
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come to ſanctify and comfort my ſinful 


ſoul; in full affurance whereof, I am now 
to receive theſe ſigns and ſeals at the hand 


21 of his miniſter. 
; 3. O compaſſionate Jeſu, who wert con- 
7 tent to be bruifed and broken to farisfy 


my offended God, be pleaſed ro give thy 
felf and the merits of this thy paſhon unto 


„me. O ſtrengthen my heart by a lively 
v- Wtaich, and open my mouth by fervent de- 
0 WMbrcs, ſo ſhall I take and eat this, which 
„ rhou haſt prepared for me; and I beſeech 


thee make it unto me, thy holy body and 
blood, and let it cleanſe my ſoul, and 
make me thine for ever. 


As the bread is coming to you, ſay, 

Let thy body, I beſcech thee, O Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, -which was given for me, pro- 
erde my body and ſoul unto everlaſting life. 
Amen, 


When you take the Bread, ſay, 
With all humility and thankfulneſs of 
t {WF icart, I take this ſacred pledge of thy love, 
o O deareſt Saviour; be it unto me accord- 
ing to thy word. Let thy crucified body de- 
liver me from this body of fin and death, and 
ed my ſoul to life eternal. Amen. 
Afreg 
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After the Bread. 
O bleſſed Jeſus, let this heavenly food 


& convey into my ſoul new life, new vigour, 
and new reſolutions, that my faith may 
daily increaſe, my ſoul be fill'd with thy 
love, and transform'd into thy likeneſs, for 
which Iwill ever adore and love thee. Amen. 


Ejaculations before the Cup. 
I. O What preparation doth my gra- 


clous maſter make for me, who 
thinks it not enough to give me his bleſ- 
ſed body, with the merit of all thoſe tor- 
ments which he ſuffer'd in the fleſh ; but 
is pleaſed alſo to pour out his moſt pre- 
cious blood, that I may drink thereof. Be- 
hold, Lord, I thirſt, and this wine of joy 
makes me more impatient to taſte of this Ml x 
cup of ſalvation and thankſgiving. Thou 
that haſt prepared it for me, make it thy y 
holy blood unto me, and then it ſhall t 
cleanſe my ſoul, and make me thine for ¶ t 
ever. b 
2. O Lord, thou tookeſt into thy hand 
the cup of trembling, thou drankeſt out It 
| the very dregs thereof, and thy precious b 
blood was poured out like water for my b 
ſake: O let this blood of thine purge my 
1 4 conſcience 
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onſcience from dead works, to ſerve thee 
the living God, and grant that a perfect 
image of thee in all divine virtues may be 
formed in me, and be ever dearer to me 
than liſe it ſelf. | 
3. Sweet Feſus, ſuſtain me by this bread, 
refreſh me with this wine, recover me with 
this portion, cleanſe me by this effuſion, 
that I may now receive joyfully, return 


F thankfully, live righteouſſy, and die hap» 
I pily. 


As the wine is coming to you, ſay, 


Let thy blood, I beſeech thee, O Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which was ſhed for me, preſerve 
my body and ſoul unto everlaſting life. Amen. 


Ejaculations after the Cup. 


I, HAT ſhall Irender unto the Lord for 
all the benefits he hath done unto me? 
what thanks, what praiſe ſhall I render unto 
thee, my gracious God, for permitting me 
to drink of this fountain of lite, the precious 
blood of thy dear ſon ? 

2. How comfortable, O bleſſed Jeſus, is 
this cup of ſalvation to me, which was ſo 
bitter and diſtaſteful unto thee this is the 
blood of the new teſtament; O let it be unto 
me for the remillion of ſins. Let it ſeal unto 

"Rel me 
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me the pardon of all my ſins paſt, and en- 
able me to reſiſt and conquer all tempta- 
tions for the time to come. Let it purify 


and cleanſe my Soul, and make it a fit habi- 
tation for thy ſelf, and do thou take poſ- Þ 
ſeſſion of me, and rule and reign in me for | 


CVer. 


ever and ever. Amen. 
4. Worthy art thou, O Lamb that waſt 
ſlain, to receive power, and riches, and wiſ- 


dom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, ; 


and bleſſing. Therefore bleſſing, and ho- 
nour, and glory and power, be to him that 
ſitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


Add this if time permit, but let no private 
Devotions prevent your joining with the 
Miniſter in the prayers appointed to be uſed 
after the Sacrament. 

O Sovereign Lord and bleſſed Saviour 
Jeſus, who by the ſole motive of thy mercy, 
didſt humble thy Soul to death for our re- 
demption, and aſcend to thy Father for 
the full accompliſhment of our peace; gra- 
ciouſly apply to our ſouls the infinite me- 
| 5 FTI 


3. Bleſſed Saviour, thou haſt loved us and 
waſhed us from our ſins in thy own blood, 
therefore to thee be glory and dominion for 


2... 
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rits of thy ſacred paſſion ; and with thy 
precious blood cleanſe us from all our ſins, 
nail them to thy croſs, hide them in thy 
wounds, bury them in thy grave, that 
they may die in us, and we live in thee 
the life of grace here, and the life of glo- 
ry hereafter, where, with the Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt, thou liveſt and reigneſt, 
in the unity of the glorious Trinity, one 
God, world. without end. Amen. 


A Prayer at bome after the Sacrament. 
I 


3 O Moſt gracious and moſt merciful Father, 


thou art a liberal benefattor to thy crea- 
tion, a never-failing friend to mankind, and 
a moſt tender lover of ſouls, for whoſe everlaſiing 
welfare thou haſt been always conſulting, ans 
haſt left no met hodof love unattempred to reſcue 
them from ſin and miſery. O bleſſed, for ever 
bleſſed be thy great name, for the experience I 
have had of this thy fatherly goodneſs. E. 
zernal thanks ana fraiſe be render d unto 
thee, for that aſtoniſhing inſtance of thy love, 
in giving thy ſon to die for me, to reſcue me 


from eternal death, and reſtore me to thy fas 


vorr, which my ſins had forfeited. 
II 


At this time particularly, T praiſe and bleſs 
thy holy name, for that opportunity which 
hon haſt this day given me of commemorating * 

Wea the 


54 A Thankſgiving. Part! 
the death aud paſſion of my bleſſed Redeemer, 
ana alſo of partaking of his merits, in th: 
participation of that holy ordinance which he 
hath appointed. I have devoted my ſelf in 
tirely to thee, aud 2 5 acknowleage thy ſer 
vice to be the moſt perfect freedom, ana tha 
thy acceptance of my beſt performances loyal 
mew obligations upon me to love thee more, ani 
ſerve thee better: Lora, pardon all the weak 
neſſes and defects which I have been guilty oi 
iu the performance of this great duty, and Ii 
beſeech thee to afſiſt me with thy grace, that 
in the whole courſe of my life I may ever be 
careful to fulfil and perform thoſe vows avi 
reſolutions, which I have made unto thee, | 


III. 

And if at any time I ſhould be ſo unhappy ai 

to offend thee wilfully (which Tbeſeech thee ti 
prevent for thy mercy and compaſſion ſake) help 
me ſpeedily to recover my ſelf by a ſerious ref 
ntance, and by renewed reſolutions of greater 
care and diligence, and to apply my ſelf to ny 
blefſedSavionr, to beg his pardon, to renew my 
covenant with him, aud to implore more ear. 
neſtly the power of his holy ſpirit for ſtrength 
againſt all temptations, that by ſuch frequent 
communion with him, I may partake more 
and more of his grace, and live better ani 
better, till Iget an abſolute victory over al 
thoſe ſinful luſts and affeftions which haut 
prevailed over me. Hear me, O my Goa, ii 
rhis aud whatever elſ? thou knoweſt to bt 
IN 4 needful 
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t t 1. Meditations, &c. 6 5 


0 f for me, even for Jeſus Chriſt His ſakes 
WS :0/0/e.name and words I. farther pray. 
Our Father, Oc. 


Meditations to be uſed at any time. 
I. 


now ſecure and ſweetly do they 
ak. 3 ſleep who go to bed with a quiet 
/ on ſcicnce, who after a day of faithful in- 


4 18 ry, in a courſe of juſt and ou living, 
Bay down their wearied heads in peace, 
« d ſafely reſt in the boſom of Providence? 
1H, 3 be II. 


lf they awake, their conſcience com- 
Hrts them in the dark, and bids them not 
Far the ſhadow of death, no, nor even 
eath it ſelf, but confidently look up, and 
| % bng tor the dawn 8 eternal day. 
Let this therefore be our care, to note, 
Wenſurc, and correct our ſelves; to ſtrive 
4 or maſtery over the paſſions that moleſt 
, and diſmiſs from our thoughts what 
Bo way concerns us. 

IV. 
Are not our occaſions buſineſs enough 
fill as much time as this life deſerves? 
Does not the other at leaſt deſerve eve 
ainute of leiſure we can ſpare from this! 


V. Let 


Meditations, Re. Part I 

| v. 

Loet the ungodly purſue their wicked 
liberties, and ſay and do as they think fit: 
what's that to thee, my ſoul, who ſhalt 
not anſwer for others, unleſs thou ſome 
way makeſt their _ thy own? - 
Thy pity may grieve, and thy charity er. 

ts; Fer it they will not — follon 
thou thy God, follow the way that lead 
to truth; follow the truth that leads to life. 
Follow the ſteps of thy beloved Jeſis, who 
alone is the Way, - truth, and the lite 
Follow his holineſs in what he did; fol 
low his patience in what he ſuffer'd ; fo 
low him that calls thee with a thouſan 
promifes ; follow him that crowns then 
with infinite rewards ; follow thy faithty 
Lord, O my foul, to the end, and tho! 


bt pooh -— 


art ſure in the end to poſſeſs him for evei © 
y 
Meditations upon DEATH. a 

. 

.C HALL we ſtill be complaining; ou; 
0 lite is but a ſpan, and that expoſed « Wo 
innumerable ſorrows ? Does not the ver 4 

ſhortneſs abate its miſeries? Do not thol] of 
ga 


Mm many miſcries commend its ſhortneſs? 
=. * II. Shoul 


Meditations, & c. 6 
1 
Should we not rather rejoice at the fight 
of death, that whenever it comes, ſtill 
brings us advantage? if in our age, tis a 
haven of repoſe, and ought to be welcome 


after ſo long a 2 * E 


Part I. 


If in our youth, it prevents a thouſand } 


en- 
ou calamitics, a thouſand dangers of ruining 
ad our ſouls; if by an ordinary ſickneſs, tis 


the courſe of nature; if by an outward 
violence, 'tis always the will of heaven. 
IV. 


What need we fear how many deaths 


fol there are? We are ſure there can be but 
fo one for us: Dying is an act to be done 
and but once; and once well done we are 
heel happy for ever. 

hf V. 


. 
* 
= 
= 
_ 


ho Lord we confeſs thy decrees are j 
ver and our felves the cauſe of all our miſexies; 
we ſacrifice our youth to ſport and folly, 
and our manly yours: wo luſt and pride. 
We ſpend our old age in craft and ava- 
rice, and begin not: to live till we are rea- 
dy to die; then we bewail the ſhortneſs 
of our time, when our ſelves have prodi- 
gally thrown it all away. 
'F 2 VII. We 


68 Miellitations, &c. Part I. 
11 VII. | b 
We lcad a looſe and negligent life, and 
= then complain death takes us unawares. 
= Our days are perhaps too few to grow rich, 
or ſatisfy the * of a haughty ſpirit. 
But to be taught the love of God, and 
the meek and humble life of Feſus, re- 

* quires not ſo much a number of years, as 
the faithful _— of a pious mind. 

IX. 

Could we beſtow on the improvement 
of our ſouls the time we ſo vainly trifle 
away, our day would be ſhort cnough not 
to ſcem tedious, and long enough to finith 
our appointed task. 


And what, O Lord, is our buſineſs here, 
but to trim our lamps, and wait thy com- 
ing; but to ſow the immortal ſeed of hope, 
and expect . 7 reap the increaſe? 

No matter how late the fruit be gather- 
ed, if ſtill it go on in growing better ; no 


matter how ſoon it falls from the tree, it 
not blown down before it be ripe. 

XII. 

O thou moſt juſt, but ſecret Providence, 
who governeſt all things by the counſel of 
: | thy 


Fart J. Meditations, &c. 69 

Why will, whoſe powerful hand can wound 

nd heal, lead down to the grave, and 

ring back again! 
=' XIII. 
Strike as thou pleaſeſt our health, our 
Wives, we cannot be ſafer than at thy diſ- 
Woſal ; only theſe few requeſts we humbly 
Wnakc, which, O may thy clemency vouch- 
Watc to hear. 

XIV, 


Cut us not off in the midſt of our folly, 
Por ſuffer us to expire with our fins unpar- 
Woned, but make us, Lord, firſt ready for 
hy ſelf, then take us to thy ſelf, in thine 


h wn fit time. | 

A Prayer at the Hour of Death. 
re, N the miaſt of this life wwe are in death; of 
The whom then may we ſeek for ſuccour but of 


hee, O Lora, who for our ſins art juſtly 4iſ- 
eaſed ; yet, O merciful Saviour, remember 
he work of thy hands, and the purchaſe of thy 
1004 ; give not up this thy departing creature 
nto the bitter pains of eternal death: Tora, 
member now thy great mercy, and thy 
looay ſuffering, death and paſſion ; let thy 
owels melt in tender compaſſion towaras 

his perſon in his great extremity : ſþut 1 
ell, and open Heaven, that he may behold 
hoſe things which belong to his peace. O 
ra deſtroy not, O o_ forſake not; O Lord 
; ae 
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70 
moſt holy, O God moſt mighty, O holy and mer- 
- ciful Saviour, thou moſt worthy Fuage eterna 1 
ſuffer not this perſon, at his laſt hour, for any 


ing life. Amen. 


And R 


1 Prayer, &c. Part. I. 


ains of death to fall from thee : but we be- 


ſeech thee, conduct him through the valley of 
the ſhadow of death into the land of everlaſt- 


Our Father, Ec. 


A HYMN. 
I. 
, TS not for us and our proud hearts, 
1 O mighty Lord, to chuſe our parts, 
But act well what thou giu . 

*T1s not in our weak pow'r to make 

One ſtep o th way we undertake, 
Unleſs thou us 8 


Mbat thou haſt given, thou canſt take, 


And when thou wilt, new gifts canſt make ; 
All flows from thee alone 
When thou didft give it, it was thine; 


N ben thou retook'aft, *twas not mine; 


Thy will in all be * 
1 

It might perhaps too pleaſant prove, 
Too much attractive of my love; 

So make me leſs love thee. 
Some things there are thy Scriptares ſay, 
ou proves, that Heaven and they 
Do ſeldom well agree. a T 


Part I. A Hymn, &c. © 7t. 
Lord, let me then fit calmly, down, 
And reft contented with my own ; 

That is, what thou allow}. 
Keep thou my mind ſerene and free, 
Often to think on Heaven and thee, 

And what thou wo beſtow ſt. 


There let me have my portion, Lor 

There all my loſſes he reſtor d, bs ; 
No matter what falls here. 

Is't not enough that we ſhall fing, 

Aud love for ever our bleſt King, 
Whoſe goodneſs * us there. 


Great God, as thou art one, may we 
Vith one another all agree, 
And in thy praiſe conſpire. 
May Men and Angels join and fing 
Eternal Hymns to thee their King, 
And make up all one Choir. 


A HYMN. 
{4 
Y God, to thee ourſehves we owe, 
And to thy bounty all we have. 
Behold to thee our praiſes bow, 
And humbly thy acceptance crave. 


F 4 
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un A Hymn, | Pan 


II. 

Tf we are happy in a friend, 

4 That — — f 0 thou beflow'ſ?, 
His pow'r, his will to help our end, 

Is juft ſo much as -Y allow'ſ}t. 

If we enjoy a free eftate, 

Our only Title is from thee ;, 

Thou mad'ft our lot to bear that rate, 
Which elſe an N blank would be. 


} we have health that welk-tun'd ground, 
Which gives the Muſick to the reſt; 

I is by thee our air is ſound, 
Our Food ſecur'd, "2; Phy/ick bleft, 


If we have hope one day to View 
The glories of thy bliſsful face, 


7 Each drop of that refreſhing dew 


Muft fall from —_— and thy free grace, 
I. 


; | g Thus then to thee our praiſes bow, 


And humbly thy acceptance crave, 
Since tis to thee our ſelves we owe, 
And to thy bounty all we have. 

W713 38 VII. 


© Glory to thee great God alone, 


it hath been in ages gone, 


My now, and fill for ever be, A 
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MEDITATION I. 


Of Repentance and Amendment of Life. 


Lam, iii. 4. Let us ſearch and try our ways, 
| and turn again unto the Lorg. | 


I. | 

E are now ſo much nearer our 

grave, and all the world is 

grown older by a year; the 

portion of the wicked is ſo much leſs, and 

the time of puniſhment is nearer approach'd. 

The ſufferings of the patient are ſo much 

diminiſhed, and their hopes of delivery ſo 
much increas'd. 

II. 


They who have ſpent this year in ſin and 
tolly, ſee all their thoughts now as 


| 
| 


our 


= 74 Of Amendment of Life. Part IT 
= like a dream. They ſee all is paſt but a 
fear of revenge, and the beſt that can fol- 
low it is a bitter repentance ; but ſuch as 
have wiſely ſpent their time, and made 
another new ſtep towards Heaven, they 
ſce their joys come to meet them in the 
way, and ftill grow bigger as they come, 
till by a holy death they join in one, and 
dwell together for — 28 ages. 
[. | 
O thou bleſſed author of all our hopes, 
and perfect ſatisfier of all our wiſhes! Do 
thou inſtruct us in this great and wile truth, 
and let every day renew it in our minds, 
that the things of this world are of little 
import, ſince its joys and griefs laſt but 
for a time; but the future ſtate molt infi- 
nitely concerns us, where life and death 
endure for ever. — 2 


We are nearer indeed the end of our 
life; but what are we nearer the end for 
which we live? What have we done, my 
ſoul, this day, this year, that has brought 
| gory to God, and advanced us towards 

uture bleſſedneſs? Have we increas'd 
our eſteem of Heaven, and ſettled its love 
More ſtrongly in our hearts? Have we a- 
voided any known temptation, or faith» 
1 ' fully 


1 3 * ? ß yy 


1. Fart II. Of Amendment of Life. " 75 
2 fully reſiſted what we could not avoid? 
-e we interrupted our cuſtomary faults, 
Wand check'd the vices we are moſt inclined 
to? Or have we embraced the opportuni- 
ties of good, which the mercy of Provi- 
© dence has offer'd to our hands? Have we 
induſtriouſly contrived occaſions to im- 
prove, as we are 8 ſelves and others? 
Alas! dread Lord, what do we ſee, when 
ſcriouſly we look into our guilty ſelves, 
when we reflect on our former years, nay, 
even the follies but of this one day? ſo 
many hours miſpent in-nothing, ſo many 
abuſed in worſe _ — 

Pardon, O meek Redeemer, what our 
paſſions have done, and favourably ſupply 
what our weakneſs has omitted; make us 
hereafter more carefully watch, that our 
time unprofitably ſlide not away; make us 
chuſe every day ſome fit retreat, -to ſtudy 
the knowledge of our ſelves and thee ; our 
ſelves, to correct our many infirmities; 


and thee, to adore thy infinite perfections. 


Pfal. IXXvii. 2. Very 


76 . * p art II. 
The PRATER. 
O Eternal and moſt gracious Gos, T agore 
thy mercy and goodneſs, that thou doſt pity 


our infirmities, paſs by thouſands of our follies, 


inviteſt us to repentance, and doſt offer us par- 
son; becauſe we are miſerable, and becauſe 
2we need it, and becauſe thou art good, and de- 
lighteſt in ſhewing mercy. I beſeech thee let 
me never abuſe thy mercies, nor turn thy grace 
into wantonneſs, but let thy goodneſs lead me 
to repentance, and my repentance bring forth 
the fruits of goalineſs in the hole courſe of 


my life. 
II. 


Grant me the aſſiſtance of thy grace, ſo oare- 
fully to reform my life, and ſo induſtrionfly to 
ao all my duty, that I may never tranſgreſs thy 
holy laws, but that it may be the work of my 
life to obey thee, the joy of my ſoul to pleaſe 
z hee, the ſatisfaftion of all my hopes and de- 
fires to live with thee iu thy kingdom of glory, 
through Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſes Lord and Sa- 
viour. Amen, | 


MEDITATION II. 
Of the Glories of Heaven. 


excellent things are 
ſpoken of thee, thou City of God. 
I 


ET them, O Lord, ſeek other de- 
lights who expect no felicity from hey 
| ; 


0 art II. Of the Glories of Heaven. 77 | 


t them fill up their time with other em- 
Sloyment, who think thy rewards not worth 
heir labour; as for me, my chict content 
hall be to meditate on the glories prepared 
or thy ſervants above; all the few years I 
Save to live ſhall be ſpent in purchaſing that 
Pne eternal day. P 


That Day whoſe brightneſs knows no 
Pight, nor ever fears the leaſt eclipſe; whoſe 
heartul brow no cloud o'crcaſts, nor ſtorm 
noleſts the paſſage of irs rays, but it ſtill 
ines on ſerene and clear, and fills with 
Wplcndor that ſpacious palace; it needs not 
he fading luſtre of the ſun, nor the bor- 
owed ſilver of our moon: the ſun that riſes 
here, is the lamb; and the light that ſhines, 
Ihe glory of God. RE" 
, III. 23500 
O how beauteous truths are ſung of 
hee, thou city of the King of Heaven. Thy 
alls are raiſed of precious ſtones, and every 
pate is one rich pearl: thy manſions are 
built of choiceſt jewels, and the pavement 
pf thy ſtreets is tranſparent gold: along in | 
he midſt of thee runs a chryſtal river, pet= 2 


L 


detually flowing from the throne of God; 
here all along thoſe pleaſant banks does 
oft delicioutly grow the tree of lite, heal- 


ing 


78 Of the Ghrries of Heaven. Part 
ing all wounds with its balmy leaves, and 
making immoral all that bur taſte it frait 
Thus is the holy city built; thus is thq; 
new Jeruſalem adorn'd. O bleſt and gloriow 
city | how free and happy are thy glad ir 
habitants? every head wears a royal crown 
and _ hand a palm of victory; ever 
1 cye overflows with joy, and every tongu: 
with pſalms of praiſe. Behold, © my ſoul M.; 
the inheritance that we ſeek: and wher: 
can we find more riches to invite us? behold 
the felicities to which we are called, and 
vhere can we meet ſuch pleaſures to enter 
tain us? KR 


Away then all vain and worldly defires; 16 
be banith'd ever from moleſting my Peace, 
Deſcend thou bleſſed Heaven into my heart 

or rather take up my heart to thee ; thy joy 
indeed are too great to enter into me; mak 
me fit to enter into them. May 1 ill think 
on my country above, and there eſtabliſſ 
my eternal home: where I hype to dwell 
perpetually with my N for 


ever with the ſweetneſs of his preſence. 


h 


Cl 
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The PRRANYER. rr + _ 


9 Moſt glorious God, ſtrengthen my Faith in 
the belief of the inviſible things of the 
ber World, that it may enable me to conquer 
8; imprint in my ſoul ſuch a lively image 
that future ſtate, as may make me rum with 
patience and chearfulneſs the race which is ſet 
efore me. O let me not chuſe my portion in this 
life, let me not exchange the crown and glories 
of eternity for the pomps and vanities of this 
world, but fix my hope on thoſe immortal plea- 
ures beyond the Grave : that having this hope 
in me, I may purify my ſelf as thou art pure; 
and grant that by the aids of thy bleſſed ſpirits” 
T may be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always aboun- 
ding in the work of the Lora, knowing that my 
labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord; that 
by 5 continuance in well. doing, I may 
ſeck for, and at laſt attain, Honour and Glory, 
Immortality and eternal life, through Teſus 
Chriſt my Saviour, Amen. | 


MEDITATION II. 
Of God's Providence. , 


I Pet. v. 7..Caft all your care upon God, for 
be careth for you, : 
I. 
KA God, in every thing I ſee thy 
VI hand, and in every patlage thy gra- 
ba cious providence. Thou wiſely governeſt us 


in 


oy or" Of God's Providence. Part II. 


in all our ways, and preventeſt with thy 
mercies all out wants. Thou calleſt us up 


the 


up the little place appointed for us in this 
world: doing that ſervice to thee, and that 


good to mankind, which thou our great 


ord and Matter requireſt of us. 


II. 
Thou provideſt alſo a reſt for our weary 


evening, and favoureſt our ſleep with a ſhady | 


darkneſs, to refreſh our bodies in the peace 
of night, and ſupply the waſte of our de- 

caying Spirits. Again, thou awakeſt our 
drowiy eyes, and bidſt us return to our daily 
task. Thus has thy wiſdom mixt our life, 
and beauteouſly interwoven it with reſt and 
work, whoſe mutual change ſweeten each 
other; and both prepare us for our greateſt 
Duty, that of finiſhing here the work of our 
Salyation. 

| ; III. 

Lord, how thy bounty gives us all things 
elſe, with a large and open Hand. Our fields 
at once are covered with corn, and our trees 
bow under the weight of their Fruit; at 
once thou filleſt our magazines with plenty, 

and ſendeſt us whole ſhowers of other blei- 
2 es ſings. 


. the morning, and giveſt us light by 
ams of the Sun! that we may every 
one labour in his proper work, and ſo fill 
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Part II. Of God's Providence. © 81 I 
ſings. Only our time thou diſtilleſt by drops» 


and never giv'ſt us two moments at once, 

but takeſt away one when thou lendeſt ano- 

ther, to teach us the "© of ſo richa jewel. 
IV. 

That we ny learn to value every hour, 
and not childithly ſpend them on empty 
trifles; much leſs maliciouſly murther whole 
days in purſuing a courſe of fin and ſhame. 
Lord, as thou haſt thus taught our ignorance, 
ſo let thy grace enable our weakneſs wiſely 
to manage the time thou giveſt us, and ſtill 
preſs on to new degrees of improvement; 
that in our few, but well-ſpent years, we 
may purchaſe toour _— a bleſſed eternity. 

O thou! in whoſe indulgent hands are 
both our time and our eternity, whoſe 
providence gives every minute of our life, 
and governs the fatal period of our death: 
O make us every evening ftill provide to 
paſs with ae . that important hour: 
Make us ſtill balance our accounts with 
, heaven, and ſtrive to encreaſe our treaſure 
wich thee, that if we riſe no more to our 
acquaintance here, we may joytully awake 
. 
, 


S 9 we 0 * > "2 * 


among thy bleſſed Angels, there to unite 
our hymns with theirs, and ſing Hallelujahs 
for evermore, 

G The 


Part II. 


| $2 
1 The PRAYER. 


O 1 bleſſed God, all things are permitted, 
actea, or diſpoſed by thee, who art wiſdom 

and gooaneſs it ſelf'; and ſo art the reſult of the 
| 20ſt perfeft wiſdom and Gooaneſs. Of whom 
ſhall I crave pardon and proviſion, ſuccour and 
relief, but of thee, the ocean of gcoane(s that over- 
floweſt the whole Creation. Iput my ſelf wholly 
into thy hands, with an humble faith in thy 
infinite mercies, truſting thee both with my ſoul 
and body for ever. I wait on thee for thy gra- 
cious aſſiſtance, to enable me faithfully to diſ 
charge my duty in every condition of tife ; that 
Tmay [0 295 employ this ſhort time which 
thou haſt appointed me to ſpend here, in doing 
all thoſe good works which thou haſt prepared 
for me to walkin, and4ſotomakenp my accounts, 
before that great day come, that whenſoever 
thou ſhalt call me hence, I may give ſuch au 
account of the talents wherew:th thou haſt in- 
truſted me, that I may receive that joyful ſen- 
tence, Well done, good and faithful ſervant, enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord. Grant this, O 
merciful Father, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Amen. 
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MEDITATION IV. 

Of beariug Affiicion. | 

Pſal. cxix. 92. Unleſs thy Law had been my 
delight, Iſtould then have periſhed in mine 


affliction. 


I. 
My God, in vain do we beg to have 
O thy heavy hand taken from us, ſo long 
as the cauſe remains; my ſins have been 
many and great, I deſerve all the evil that 
1 ſufter, and all that thou haſt threatned, 
even the utmoſt rigours of thy vengeance. 
And yet ſuch is thy goodneſs, theſe afflic- 
tions Thabo under are not the wounds and 
bruiſes of an enemy, but the chaſtiſements of 
a Father: thou layeſt thy rod upon me oniyx 
with a deſign to reprove and reform me, for 
thus thou haſt explained the nature and in- 
tent of thy own diſpenſations. 
II. = 
vn, deſpiſe not thou the chaſtning of the 
Lord, — 72 5 thou art rebuked of him: 
For whom the Lord loveth he chaſftneth, and 
ſcourgeth every ſon whom he recerveth If ye 
endure chaſtning, God dealeth with you as with 
ſons: for what ſon is he, whom the Father 
chaftneth nat? 2 we have had fathers 
IV our fleſp which 8 us, and we bre | 
| IF 2 | Them 7 
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them reverence, ſhall we not much rather be in 
ſubjefion to the father of ſpirits, and live © for 
they verily for a few days chaſtned us after their 
own pleaſure, but he for our profit, that” we 
might be partakers of his holineſs. Now uo 
chaſtning for the preſent ſeemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous : nevertheleſs afterwards it yieldeth 
the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs unto them 
that are exerciſed _— 
III. 


What can more illuſtrate the wiſdom of 
God, than the converting our bittereſt ca- 
lamities into occaſions of our virtue and hap- 
pineſs? And which of all our calamities is 
more likely to contribute to our reforma- 
tion than thoſe, which our moſt wife and 
gracious God thinks fit to lay upon us? Con- 
11der, O my ſoul, who chuſes tor thee, and 
learn to retign thy ſelf to his diſpoſals; for 
ry are the appointments of one who 1s 
wiſer than thou, and who loves thee better 
than thou loveſt thy ſel{; conſider alſo why 
he chuſes thus, and learn to improve under 
the ſeeming harſhneſs of ſuch diſpenſations. 

IV. 

Bleſſed be thy name, moſt gracious God, 
for this very affliction, with which thy ta- 
therly wiſdom hath now thought fit to 


chaſtiſe and try me; I cannot flee from K 
| rod, 
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rod, but I will fly to thee for fuccour; and 
beg that thou wouldſt aſſiſt me with pati- 
ence, and turnall my afflictions to my foul's 
advantage. In all thy dealings, I know thou 
art juſt, and wiſe, and good, and that all 
things ſhall work together for good to 
them that love thee. Therefore if 1t be for 
my good, let this cup paſs from me; if it be 
for my good, let it remain with me; let my 
afflictions continue till thy gracious purpoſes 

are accompliſhed in me; and when thou 

ſeeſt me ſuificiently humbled and re formed, 

then, and not be fore, do thou refreſnh, and 
ö raiſe and deliver me out of them: In the 
4 mean time, I beſeech thee, to give me ſuch 
] an humble ſenſe of my own guilt, as may 
1 work in me a quiet and contented ſubmiſſion 


to thy will, that I may neither unduly de- 

T cline, nor enchankfally murmur at the 

18 weight or length of my ſufferings, but re- 

er ceive every diſpenſation of thy providence 

* with ſuch a ſpirit and temper as becomes my 

er duty, and may render it ſerviceable to the 

98. ends which thou in thine infinite wiſdom 
deſigneſt to accompliſh by it. 
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The Fx AYER. 


z Moſt 8 God, and merciful Father, J 
- humbly aaore thy goodneſs and mercy, 
even whilſt Iſuffer by thy juſtice ; for thou doſt 
nut afflict willingly nor grieve the Children of 
Men; bat 4eſigneſt thy puniſhments as a means 
0 wa us. from greater evils; I heartily ac- 
Ii knowledge; O Lord, that all Ido or can ſuffer, 
ig but the aue reward of my deeds, and therefore 
in my greateſt affiietions I muſt ſtill ſay, Righ- 
teous art thou, O Lord, and upright are thy 
judgments. Hut, O Lord, I beſeech thee in 
judgment remember mercy, and though my ſins 
have provoked thee to ſtrike, yet conſider my 
eweakneſs, and let not thy ſtripes be more heavy 
or more laſting, than thou ſeeſt profitable for 
my Soul. Give me, I beſeech tbee, a great re- 
derence of thy 5 don and juſtice, an intire 
confidence in thy gooaneſs ana charity, and a 
bk thankful remembrance of all thy paſt mercies 
to me; and ſo patiently to endure what thou 
layeſt upon me at prejent, that it may bring 
forth in me the peaceable fruits of righ- 
zeonſneſs Nhat ſo theſe light afflictions, which 
are but for a moment, may work for me a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 
rþro' Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 
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MEDITATION V. 
Againſt Pride. 


Prov. xi. 2. When Pride cometh, then cometh 
ſpame, but with the lowly is wiſdom. 


I. 
Peak no more proudly; vain duſt; nor 
provoke any longer the living God. 
Seal up thy lips in Lak ſilence, and 
with trembling remember his dreadful 
judgments. Remember how the Earth o- 
pened ber mouth, and ſwallowed up alive ſo 
many hundreds. Remember how the clouds 
rain'd fire and brimſtone, and buried whole 
cities in their own aſhes! Remember how 
the general deluge o erſpread the world, and 
{wept away almoſt all mankind ! Remem- 
ber and ask the cauſe of all this ruin, and 
tell it aloud to the bold offender ! 
II. 

Tell him *twas fin that drew upon them 
ſuch ſwift deſtruction. Sin threw the an- 
gels down from Heaven, and chain'd them 
up in eternal darkneſs. Sin baniſhed Adam 
out of Paradiſe, and turned that delicious 
garden into a field of weeds. O God, how 
terrible is thy mighty arm, when thou 
ſtretcheſt it forth to be avenged of thine 
enemies? O fin, how fatal is thy deſperate 
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by offending thee? 


© - everlaſting torments? by thy judgments * 
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geance of heaven? = 
O my ſoul, how d all and ſenſeleſsare we, 


to ſleep ſecure, as if all were ſafe? Can we 


repeat theſe amazing truths, and not trem- 
ble at the wrath of the divine juſtice? Can 
we conſider the deplorable end of ſinners, 
and ftill go on in the ways of ſin? Even 
while we ling praiſes, O glorious Lord, it 
is our duty to rejoice with trembling be- 
tore thee. What ſhould corrupted nature 
then do, when it ſees itſelf ready to offend 
thee ? What ſhould a guilty conſcience do, 
when it ſees itſelf upon the brink of ruin 


IV. 

Strike thou our hearts, O thou infinite 
majeſty, with an awtul reverence of thy 
great name. Correct our many levities into 
a pious ſadneſs, and break our proud hearts 
into an humble contrition. Still, O Lord, 
ler a lively ſenſible conſcience cry aloud 
when we are tempted, and ſay, dare you 
commit this evil and fin againſt God? dare 
you commit this evil, and run upon the fire 
of divine vengeance ? Are you not afraid 
to provoke his wrath, to plunge you into 


E 
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the world, thou, O Lord, expecteſt that 
the Inhabitants thereof ſhould learn righ= * 
teouſneſs. Grant, Lord, that I may al- 
ways do ſo, that ſo thy judgments on o- 
thers may prove mercies to me. 


The PRATER. 


I. 
O Meek and lowly Jeſus, auh reſiſteſt the 
proud, and giveſt grace to the humble, 
and _ placed poverty of —_— in the front 
of rhy beatitudes, as the foundation and ground- 
ork of thy holy Religion: teach me, I be- 
ſeech thee, this excellent grace of humility, 
and grant that I may hate and ſhun pride as 
the moſt dangerous and deſtructive vice, which 
deſles every thing, however otherwiſe com- 
menaable and excellent, and naturally tends © 
to the pit of deſtruction. 
II. 

Give me, O bleſſed God, ſuch an aweful 
aread of thy glorious majeſty, as may deſtroy 
in me all Pride and Selk Conceir, and make 
me appear as baſe and vile in mine own eyes 
as my ſins have made me in thine. Make me 
ſo ſenſible of the corruptions of my nature, my 
many heinons violations of my auty, my vite 
ingratitude to thee my greateſt benefactor, 
and the great imperſections of my beſt ſer- 
vices; and that whatever I have done that is 
praiſe-worthy, is owing to thy gracious afſiſ- 
tance, that I may never arrogate to myſelf 
what ſboul be wholly thine. 


III. | 

Let me never think of my ſelf more highly 
than I ought to think, but in lowlineſs of mind 
eſteem others better than myſelf, hat deſpi- 
ſing myſelf, I may be accepted by thee, and 
advanced to thoſe honours, with which thou 
wilt crown thy humble and deſpiſed ſervants, 
in the kingdom of eternal glory. Amen, 


MEDITATION VI. 
Againſt Sloth. 


Prov. xii. 24. The hand of the diligent ſhall 
bear rule, but the flothful ſhall be under 
tribute, 


Etire, O my ſoul, into thine own bo- 
| ſom, and ſearch what thou aimeſt at 
in all thy thoughts: Examine, where doſt 
thou place thy chief felicity? and whither 
tend thy ſtrongeſt deſires ? Go to the great 
and prudent of the world, and learn of 
them to chuſe their intereſts, Do they not 
there increaſe their eſtates, where they 
mean to ſpend moſt of their life? Do they 
there project their manſion- ſeat, in a coun- 
try through which they paſs as travellers? 
No more, my ſoul, ſnould we build our 
beſt hopes on the ſandy foundation of this 
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Againſt Sloth, | 
II. 


O thou eternal bong who changeſt not, 
yet art the cauſe and end of all our changes! 


part II. 


who ſtill remaineſt the ſame rich fulneſa 


in thy ſelf, and the ſame bright glory to 
all thy bleſſed, teach us, O Lord, to uſe 
this tranſitory world as pilgrims returning 
to their beloved home, that we may only 
take what our journey requires, and not 
think of ſettling in a foreign country, but 
wiſely diſpoſe our treaſures ſo, as to be 
happy where we muſt always be, without 
any trouble or moleſtation. 
III. 

When thou haſt found thy happy end, 
and found it the only good thar laſts for 
ever, ſtudy, O my ſoul, to know {till more, 


and ftill more value thoſe immortal joys, - 


Strive for ſo glorious a prize with thy 
whole force, and the utmoſt endeavour of 
all thy faculties. Purchaſe at any rate that 
bleſt inheritance, and wiſely neglect even 
all things elſe, all that would divert thee 
from thy holy courſe, or but retard the 
ſpeed of thy advance: For tho' the leaſt in 
the kingdom of Heaven be happy enough, 
where every veſlel is filled to the brim, 
yet to cnlarge our capacity to a higher 

cgree, deſerves the buſieſt diligence ot out 
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Shall the induſtrious Bee endure no reſt, 
but fly, and ſing, and labour all the day? 
Shall the unwearicd Ant be running up 

and down to fetch and carry a few grains 
of corn? And we, for whom all nature ſo 
faithtully works and tires itſelf in perpe- 
tual motion, for whom the tender Provi- 

dence of God commands even his angels 
to watch continually; tor whom the ho'y 
Feſus came down from Heaven, and ſpent 
a whole lite in continual labour; ſhall we 
ſleep on in a drowly ſloth, and not flir a 
finger to help N 7 
Awake, my ſoul, and chide thy ſluggiſh 
thoughts, and let their ſtupid folly plainly 
know, we have a ſtore to provide, as well 
as Ants, and infinitely richer than their poor 
hoard. We have a work to do as well as 
Bees, and that which is infinitely ſweeter 
than all their honey. What can fo nobly- 
enrich an immortal ſoul, as ſtill to be ga- 
thering a ſtock for eternity? What can fo 
highly delight one that every day improves, 
as daily to ſee the -— vo of his hopes? 
O bleſſed hope! be thou my chief de- 
light, and the only treaſure I covet to lay 
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up; be thou the quickning life of all my 
actions, and ſweet allay of all my ſuffer- 

| ings; ſo ſhall I ne'er refuſe the meaneſt 

| labour, while I look to receive ſuch glo- 

rious wages: So ſhall I ne'er repine at an 

temporal loſs, while I hope to gain ſuck 
eternal reward. Lord, while we breath, 
make us live to thee, and when we expire, 
depart in thy peace; that whether we live 
or dic, we may be always thine, and live 
with thee 1n lite everlaſting. 


The PRAYER. 


O Moſt bleffed God, ho in thy holy goſpel 
aiaſt ſentence the ſlothful aud unprofitable 
Servant to be caſt into utter darkneſs, grant 
that I may not ſtand here all the day idle, hut 
may give all diligence to make my calling and 
election ſure. Make me in ſome meaſure uſe- 
ful to my ſeif and others, Loth as to this life © 
and that which is to come. My ſoul is couti- 
nually beſet with many and vigitant adverſa- 
- ries: O let me not fold my hands to ſleep itt 
the midſt of ſo great dangers, but watch and 
pray, that I enter not into temptation 3, and 
learn and labour to get my own living, and to 
ao my duty in that ſtate of life unto which it 
hath pleaſed thee to call me. Let me not mif- 
ſpena the precious time thon baſt given me 
wherein to prepare for eternity. Let every 
thing I do 4, the maintenance for this of 
/rfe, 
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life, put me in mind of providing for a better, 
and whilft I labour for the meat that periſh- 
eth, let me obtain that which enaureth to 


eternal life. Grant this for Jeſus Chriſt his 
ſake. Amen. 


MEDITATION VII. 
Os the Vanities of the World. 


Eccleſ. i. 14. I have ſeen all the works, that 
are done unter the Sun, and behold, all is 
wanity and vexation of ſpirit. 

I. 
HELL me, you eager lovers of the 
1 world, what 'tis you aim at, in all 
your pretences? you weary your bodies 
with reftleſs labour, and afflict your minds 
with perpetual care; day and night you 
are ſtill perplex'd, ſtill buſily plotting to 


compaſs your own ends. Tell me what are 


thoſe ends you ſo long have ſought ? and I 
will tell you what you ſoon will find. While 
there are many, they do but diſtract your 
thoughts, and often engage them to quar- 


rel among themſelves. One end, and one 
alone, is the way to true and laſting 
| and on that one muſt all the reſt depend. 


acc, 


IL 
Tis true, perhaps, you will ſay, and by 


that rule we guide our lives; whate'er we 


undertake, 
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undertake, our ultimate deſign is only to 
be happy. "Tis to be happy that we ftrive 
to be great, and enrich our ſelves by de- 
frauding others; *ris to be happy that we 
ran after pleaſures, and covert in every 
thing our own proud will. But you, alas! 


miſtake your happineſs, and fooliſhly ſeek 
it where 'tis not to be found; as fillychil> 


dren think to catch the ſun, when they ſee it 

ſetting (as they think) at ſo near a diſtance, 

they travel on, and tire themſelves in vain; 

for the thing they ſeek is in another world. 
III. 


Juſt ſo we fooliſh mortals judge, and 


are juſt ſo deceived, when we think to 
meet with heaven upon carth. 'This world, 
alas! has now no paradife; but all its 
fruits are weeds and thorns, all dange- 
roufly mix'd with occaſions of fin; all 
ſprinkled over with the bitterneſs of ſor- 
row. What did we ever paſſionately love, 
but ſtill in the end it made us repent ? nay, 
the beſt end was heartily to repent, and 
learn by our . tread more ſure. 
Pity us, O Lord, who live below in the 
dark, ſtill wiſhing for reſt, but finding 
none; ſcatter thoſe miſts of paſſion that 
blind our eyes, and ſhinc upon us. with thy 
9 9 beautcous 
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beauteous light; convince us throughly 
that there is a better world than this, a 
happicr people than thoſe we know: Ler 
us every day begin our journey thither, 
and fit ourſelves for * bleſſed place. 

If thus our nature tends to happineſs, 
there's ſure ſome happineſs to content our 
nature; ſure the all- wiſe Creator has pro- 
vided means to ſatisfy the appetites, which 
himſelf has made. Doubt not, my ſoul, 
the bounty of thy Lord, but turn all thy 
fear on thine own unworthineſs: look u 
and fee a rich delicious land, that flows 
with ſweeter ſtreams than milk and honey: 
look up and ſee a glorious city, incompa- 
rably more delightful than the ſplendid 
courts of Kings: behold the bleſſed an- 
o= ſhining on their thrones, and all the I ple 

eavenly ſaints triumphing with their Fey, 
hymns. Great is the clemency of our gra- 
cCious Sovereign, to pardon the offences of Imi. 
repenting ſinners, Great is the bounty of Imo 
our glorious Lord, to crown with rewards of 
his faithful ſervants. "Thouſands of ſaints 
attend in his preſence, and millions of an- 
gels wait on his throne, all beauteouſſy 
rang' d in perfect order, all joyfully ſing- 
ing the praiſes of their Creator. 

| IV. But 
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But look up ag higher, O my Soul, 
and ſee the glorihed humanity of thy dear 


Redecmer, that bleſſed Feſus,who died for 
us on the croſs, and now 1nvites us to par- 
take of his crown; ſee and rejoice in thoſe 
eternal honours which heaven and earth 
juſtly pay to their king; look up once more, 
and if thou canſt, look infinitely higher, 
and humbly admire the unconceivable my- 
ſtery; wonder now and adore the ſovereign 
deity, eſſentially full of its own bleſt light, 
full and overflowing into all his creatures, 
which ſhine as little beams derived from 


him. | 
VII. 

When thou haſt ſeen all this, my ſoul, 
and ſtay'd and dwelt a while among thoſe 
© pleaſing wonders, then turn down thine 
r eye towards this earth again, and ſee the 
. petty things that are wont to entertain our 
minds: what is a name of honour, or a 
t Wmomentary pleaſure, compared to the bliſs 
Is Hof an eternal Paradiſe? what is a bag bf 
ts Wnoney, or a fair cſtate, if compared with 
he treaſures of Heaven? how narrow there 
ly Ho cur greateſt kingdoms ſeem? how ſmall 
g- Þ circle the whole globe of the earth? cities 


ind towns like little hills; and the buſy 
ut H World 
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world, as a ſwarm of ants, running up and 

down, and juſtling one another, and making 

all this ſtir for a fe grains of Corn. 
VIIL. 

O Heaven! let me again lift up mine 
eyes to thee, and take a fuller view of 
that glorious Proſpect. There let me ſtand, 
and fix my ſteady tight, till I have look'd 
my ſelf into this firm Judgment. All that 
the moſt proſperous fortune can here poſſeſs, 
or even the largeſt fancy poſſibly imagine, 
all is an idle dream to thoſe real joys, an 
abſolute nothing to x ſolid Felicity. 

O Glorious Jeſu, in whom we live, and 
without whom we dic, mortify in us all 
ſenſual deſires, and purify our hearts with 
thy holy love, that we may no longer ef- p 
teem the vanities of this world, bur place 
our affections entirely upon thee. 


The PRAVY ER. 


HOU knoweſt, O Lora, and I my ſelf 

am ſenſible, that IT live in a world that is 
Full of vanity aud temptations, that my nature 
ig weak, and ready to yield to them; that my 
affectious are apt to wander after vanity; ani 
that ſudden paſſions do oftentimes tranſport me 
from my duty. Ithereſorc humbly beſeech the? 
to give, me ſuch.a ftrong and lively ſenſe of thy 
6 | | aid) 


4 + Wt am Milk 5 


Part II. 


all.ſeeiug eye, aud of the life to come, as 
may over-awe all ſinful motions in me, and 
break the force of the ſtrongeſt temptations 
that afſanlt me. O let me not chuſe my portion 
in this life, let me not exchange the crown and 
glories of 1 for the pomps and vanities 
of this wworla. To 

into my heart, to teach me to deny all ungod- 
lineſs and worldly tuſts, and to live ſoberly, 
righteoufly and goaly iu this preſent evil world, 
aud to have always in remembrance the 
great account I am to give at the laſt day, 
bofore thy Tribunal. Lord, ſo fit me for the 


hour of death, that I need not fear the day of + 


Judgment. Amen. | 


MEDITATION VIL 


Of the Almighty's Protection. 


Pſal. xci. 1. Whoſo dwelleth under the defence 
of the Moſt High, ſhall abide under the ſba- 
dow of the Almighty. 

| J. 
OT unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 

: but unto thine own bleſt name give 

we all the Glory. When we have applied 

our utmoſt cares, and uſed all the diligence 
that lies in our Power; what can we do, if 
we do not look up to thee, and ſecond our 
endeavours with Prayers for thy bleſſings? 
when we have implored thy gracious mercy, 

H 2 What 
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this end ſend thy holy ſpiris | 
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world, as a {warm of ants, running up and 

down, and juſtling one another, and making 

all this ſtir for a tew wo of Corn. 
VIII. 

O Heaven! let me again lift up mine 
eyes to thee, and take a fuller view of 
that glorious Proſpect. There let me ftand, 
and fix my ſteady tight, till I have look'd 
my ſelf into this firm Judgment. All that 
the moſt proſperous fortune can here poſſeſs, 
or even the largeſt fancy poſſibly imagine, 
all is an idle dream to thoſe real joys, an 
abſolute nothing to that ſolid Felicity. | 


IX. 

O Glorious Feſt, in whom we live, and 
without whom we die, mortify in us all 
{ſenſual deſires, and purify our hearts with 

thy holy love, that we may no longer eſ- 
teem the vanities of this world, but place 
our affections entirely upon thee. 


The PRRA YER. 


HOU knoweſt, O Lora, and I my ſelf 
am ſenſible, that Þ live in a world that 1s 
Full of vanity and remptations, that my nature 
is weak, and ready to yield to them; that my 
affect ions are apt to wander after vanity; ani 
that ſudden paſſions do oftentimes tranſport ne 
from my duty. Tthereforc humbly beſeech the! 
to give, me ſuch a ftrong and lively ſenſe of thy 
0 | au 
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atl-ſeeing eye, and of the life to come, as 
may over-awe all ſinful motions in me, and 
break the force of the ſtrongeſt temptations 
that afſarlt we. O let me not chuſe my portion 
in this life, let me not exchange the crown and 
g/ories of 3 for the pomps and vanities | 
of this wworl4. To this end ſens thy holy ſpirit © 

into my heart, to teach me to deny all ungod- 
lineſs and worldly luſis, and to live ſoberly, 
righteoufly and goaly in this preſent evil world, 
aud to have always in remembrance the 
great account I am to give at the laſt day, 
bofore thy Tribunal. Lord, ſo fit me for the 
hour of death, that I need not fear the day of 
Judgment. Amen. ä 


MEDITATION VIII. 
Of the Almighty's Protection. 


Pſal. xci. I. Whoſo dwelleth under the defence 
of rhe Meojt High, ſball abide under the ſba- 
dow of the Almighty. 

| I. 

OT unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
but unto thine on bleſt name give 
we all the Glory. When we have applied 
our utmoſt cares, and uſed all the diligence 
that lies in our Power; what can we do, if 
we do not look up to thee, and ſecond our 
endeavours with Prayers for thy bleſſings? 


when we have implored thy gracious mercy, 
H 2 What 
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what can we do but ſubmit our hopes, and, 


expect the event from thy free goodneſs ? 


II. 

We know, and thou thy ſelf haſt taught 
us, that unleſs thou defendeſt the city, the 
guard watches but in vain: we know, and 
our experience tells us, unleſs thou reach 
forth thy hand, we are preſently in danger 
of ſinking; every moment of our day ſub- 
ſiſts by thee, and every ſtep we take moves 


by thy ſtrength. Even the line we now re- 


peat muſt beg its breath of thee, and ſtop 
if thou denieſt it. If thou denieſt, who can 
compel thy will, or call in queſtion thy 
decrees? are we not all thy creatures, O 


3 God, and as helpleſs Children, 


anging at the breaſt of thy providences ? 
Are we not all as clay in thine hands, to 
frame us into veſſels of what uſe thou 


pleaſeſt? 
III. 

Behold, we confeſs, O Lord, in thee we 
live, in thee we move and have our being; 
all our ſufficiency proceeds from thee; 
and our ſucceſs depends on thy favour. 
Others may tell us the way we ſhould go; 
but thou alive canſt enable us to walk in 
it. Others may inſtruct us in the paths of 
virtue, but even they muſt firſt be 3 
— J 
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by thee : they muſt be moved by thee to act 
that charity; and ſo all at laſt is reſolved 


into thee. 
IV. 


Should we preſume, O Lord, to divide 
thy grace, and proudly challenge any ſhare 
to our ſelves, thy mighty truth ſtands u 
_ us, and our own infirmities wil 
plainly confute us. Shouldf thou ſeverely 
examine our hearts, and ask who works all 
their actions in them; ſure we muſt needs 
bow down our heads, and from our low 
duſt, humble ſay, nothing are we, O Lord, 
but what thou haſt made us: only our fins 
are intirely our own; which O may thy 


grace extinguiſh for — 


O may all ſelf- preſumption die in us, 
and our whole confidence live only in thee: 
_ even our frailties make us more ſtrong, 
and our being nothing teach us to be hum- 
ble ; ſo ſhall thy power, O God, be mag- 
nified in our weakneſs, and thy mercy tri- 
umph in the relief of our Miſeries. We re- 
ceive all we have from thee, and wh 
ſhould we boaſt as if we had it of our ſelves 
Thou art my Saviour, whom then ſhall I 
fear? thou art my protector and defender, 


of whom then ſhall I be afraid? _ 
H z VI. Thus 
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Thus do we depend, O Lord, on thee 
and happy are we 1n this dependance, did 
we but know our own true intereſt : we and 
our whole concerns are depoſited with 
God, and where can we find a better hand 
to enſure them? Is he not wiſe enough to 
chuſe ſafely for us, who diſpoſes all nature 
in ſuch admirable order? has he not power 
to go through with his purpoſe, who com- 
mands the wills of men and Angels? wants 
he, perhaps, an inclination to favour us, who 
defires our felicity more than we do our 
ſelves? he feeds the fowls of the air, and 
cloaths the lillies of the Fields. Without 
his providence not a ſparrow falls to the 
ground; and ſhall we miſtruſt his care tor 
his children? under his government we 
have liv'd all this while, and can we now 
ſuſpect he'll forſake us? , 

VII. 

He has ſhewed his bounty in entraor- 
dinary favours, and will he deny us his 
leſſer bleſſings? he has freely beſtowed on us 
his deareſt ſon, how ſhall he not with him 
give us all things elſe? all that are truly 
uſe ful to carry us on our way, and bring us 
at length to his eternal Reſt. If our neceſ- 
ſities be the effects of our fol ly, we muſt 


not 
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not preſume he*lI maintain us in our fins. 
Rather we ſhould ſtrive to moderate our 
appetites, and correct the vices that have 
bred theſe Miſeries. But if our wants be 
innocent and preſſing, he'll ſooner do a 
miracle than break his word; his word, 
which he ſo often has ſolemnly engaged, 
ſo often proved by 5 — Experiments. 
III. 

Ask but the former Ages, and they will 
tell you the wonders he wrought in favour 
of his faithful Servants, He multiplied 
the oil in the poor widow's cruiſe, and fed 
his prophet by the ſervice of a Raven: he 
dried the ſea into a path for his people, 
and melted the rocks into ſtreams of water 
to quench their thirſt : he made his angels 
ſtewards of their proviſion, and nourithed 
them in the wilderneſs with the bread of 
Heaven. Still, O my God, thy eternal cha- 
rity retains the ſame affections for thoſe 


that rely on thee; ſtill thy all-ſceing wit= 


dom governs the world with the ſame im- 
menſe unalterable Goodneſs, Nay, ſurely 
now the ſtreams of thy mercy run more 
ſtrong, and have wrought to them ſelves 
a larger channel, ſince thou broughteft 
down the waters from above the heavens, 


and opened in thine own body @Ipring ot 
H 4 wo” 
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tte, and joy, and bliſs, to reviye our hearts, 
and overflow them with a torrent of ever- 
laſting pleaſure. 


The PRA YER. 


O Eternal Goa, T am not able of my ſelf to 
do any thing without thy Alnighty help; 
let thy providence watch over me, and guide 
me in all my ways to thy glory, and my own 
happineſs; grant that 1 may not place my 
Joys and hopes in the things of this life, which 
periſh and caunct ſatisfy, but in thee, the foun- 
rain of all true Felicities. Let thy mercy guide 
me in the paths of righteouſneſs, and give me 
the fear of thy name, ana knit my heart unto 
thee, that neither life nor death, principalities 
nor powers, may ever be able to ſeperate me 
from thee. Ana O thou, who art full of com- 
paſſion and mercy, long-ſuffering, and plenteous 
in googneſs and truth, be thou always my pro- 
; woo os and defender, to keep me from all evil, 
. both ghoſtly and bodily ; make me ſo run the 
aw of thy commanaments, that by perfor- 
ming that bleſſed race, I may arrive at that 
Heavenly kingdom which thou haſt prepared 
or all them that love and fear thee, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 
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MEDITATION IX. 
Love not the world. 
1 John ji, 1 5 Love not the World, neither 
the things that are in the World; if any 


man loves the World, the love of the Father 
is not in him. 


I. 

H Y do we till purſue this world, 

and ſo cagerly ſeek its fond enjoy- 
ments? A world of vanity and falſe deceits, 
a world of miſery and ſad diſaſters, whoſe 
croſſes are ſolid, and comforts empty, 
whoſe ſorrows are permanent, and delights 


paſs quickly away; a world where the in- 
nocent arc condemned with 2 and the 

ilty acquitted with great applauſe: where 
Fen the widced wi ks, to honour, 
and the virtuous oppreft by diſgrace; 
where friends fall off, and kindred forget, 
and every one minds only his private 
Intereſt, 

II. 


Vet are we taken with this crooked 
world, and blindly court its painted face; 
we make ſome {> 
our heart, and neglect the pure and ami 
ble love of Jeſus, whoſe goodneſs to u 
gives us all we have; whoſe perfections in 

| himſelf 


ordid paſſion miſtreſs of 
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himſelf, are more than we can conceive: 
thou art, O glorious Jeſus, the beauty of An- 
gels, and the everlaſting joy of all thy ſaints; 


thou art the heaven of heavens it elf, and 


in thy ſight alone is the fulneſs of bliſs. 
All this thou art, and infinitely more; and 
yet, alas, how few — thec 

The world, (we dearly know,) too 
often has deceiv'd us, and our raſhneſs 
takes no care not to be undone again. 
Thou never, O Jeſus, haſt fail'd our hope, 
and yet our dulneſs fears to rely on thee; 
the world diſtracts and embroils our ſpirits, 
and wretched we delight in our miſery: 
thou always, O Jeſu, filleſt our hearts 
with peace; and ſenſeleſs we are weary of 
thy happineſs: the world calls, and we 
taint in following it; thou calleſt, and we 
are ſtill relieved by thee, yet is our nature 
ſo ungratefully perverſe, we run after that 
\ which tires, and abandon that which re- 
=  freihes. Sometimes our lips ſpeak gloriouſly 
= of thee, O thou living fountain of eternal 
Bliſs. Sometimes we reliſh thy ſweetneſs, 
and decry aloud the poiſon of the world; 
but we are ſoon inticed by its gilded cup, 
and caſily forſake the waters of Life. 


IV. O bleſ- 
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IV. 

O bleſſed 7eſu, who took'ſt upon thee 
all our frailties, to beſtow on us thine own 
erfections, teach us to prize the joys of 
| $56 to and part with all things elſe to 
purchaſe thee: make all the pleaſures of 
this life ſeem bitter to our taſte, as they are 
indeed pernicious to our health; let not 
their flatteries any more delude us, nor 
ſuperfluous cares perplex our minds; but 
may our chief delight be to think on thee, 
and all our ſtudy to grow in thy Love. 
Let us uſe this world as if we uſed it not, 
ſor the faſhion of this world paſſeth away: 
We are apt by a fond felf-love to blame 
cvery thing but our ſelves, while nothing 
Lan hurt us but our 9 Affections. 
All this is true, and yet the world is 
lov'd, and our nature inclines to affect its 
vanities: *Tis loved, and ſo it juſtly de- 
ſerves to be, did we truly underſtand its 
real value: our life indeed ſeems mean and 
trivial, and all things about us troubleſome 
and dangerous; yet, O my God, is their 

conſequence excellent in this, that the 
are our only way of coming to thee! this 
world, and this alone, is the womb that 
breeds us, and brings us forth to ſee thy 
| light. 
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wherein thy hand has ſet our lives, to 
learn the art of managing it right, and wind 
up our ſelves to thy 1 Heaven. 

I, 

O that we had that happy skill! how 
ſoon would every thing help to advance us. 
Whether we eat or drink, or whatever elſe 
an innocent hand can undertake, if we re- 
gard our end, and order all things to the 
improvement of our minds, they inſtantly 
change their peculiar name, and deſervedly 
are preferr'd to become Religious. Riches 


themſelves,, and imperious honour, have 


not ſo perverſe and fixt a malice, but a pru- 

dent uſe converts them into piety, and 

makes them fit —— of higheſt Bliſs. 
II. 

Our very delights, (O the goodneſs of 
our God !) may be temper'd with ſo wiſe 
an allay, that his mercy accounts them as 

s of our duty, and fails not to give 
them their full reward, while they are en- 
tertainꝰd for the health of our . des and 
the juſt refreſhment of our wearied ſpirits; 
and both our bodics and ſpirits conſtantly 
» ith to yu new degrees of the love 
of Heaven. Thus, gracious Lord, every mo- 
ment of our lives we may ſtill be climbing 


op 
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light. This is alone the proper machine, 
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up towards thee: thus may we ſtill proceed 
Sn thy ſervice; even then when we moſt of 
fall ſerve our ſelves; and then it is indeed 
We beſt ſerve our ſelves, when we are bu- 
icſt in what we call thy ſervice. 
VIII. 
Thou ſweetly vouchſafeſt to ſtyle that 
thy Glory, which in very truth is nothing 
but our intereſt; thou kindly complaineſt 
we u diſhonour thy name, when we only 
miſchief our own ſouls. O blefled Feſt, 
King of clemency, and great rewarder of 
every little grace! thou, who by all we 
can do, pretendeſt no gain, but beſtoweſt 
on us all thy ſelf haſt done, inſtruct our 
gratitude to conſecrate all to thee, ſince by 
all, thy bounty will redound to our ſelves. 
Ler us take our minds off from tranſitory 
things, and fix them on thoſe which are 


eternal. 


The PRAYE R. 


e er Lord 1 crucify the world unto me, 
ana me unto the world; teach me to uſe 
this world ſo as not to abuſè it: enable me to 
renounce all its 27-4 and vanities, and 
that friendſhip with it which is enmity with 
thee; Lord, I beſeech thee, grant me and all 
thy people grace to withſtand the temptations 
of the world, the fleſy and the devil, and with 

pure 


ure hearts and minds to follow thee the only 
Goa, through Jeſus Chriit our Lord. Amen, 


MEDITATION X. 
Of Man's Redemption. 


Epheſ. i. 14. In whom we have Redemption 
through his blood, even the forgroengfs of ſins. 


I. 

OME now and hear, you that fear 
our Lord, and I will tell you what 
he has done for my foul; hear, and I will 
tell you what he hath done tor yours, and 
the wonders of his bounty towards all the 
World. When we lay aſſeep in the ſhades 
of nothing, his Almighty hand awak'd us 
into being; not that of ſtones, or plants, or 
beaſts, over which he has made us abſolute 
Lords, but an accomplith'd body, and an 
immortal ſpirit, and but little interior to 
his glorious Angels; he printed on our 
ſouls his own ſimilitude, and promiſed to 
our obedience his own felicity; he endued 
us with appetites to live well and happy, 
and furnith'd us with means to ſatisfy thoſe 
appetites, creating a whole world to ſerve 
= us here, and providing a Heaven to glori- 
= fy us hercafter. 


" | 


II. Thus 
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II. 

Thus didſt thou favour us, O infinite 
Goodneſs, but what return did we make to 
thee? bluſh, O my ſoul, for ſhame, at ſo 
ſtrange a weakneſs, and weep for grief at 
ſo extreme an ingratitude. We childiſhly 
prefer'd a trivial apple before the law of 
our God and the ſafety of our own lives: 
we fondly embrac'd a little needleſs ſatiſ- 
faction, before the pleaſures of paradiſe 
and the eternity of Heaven. Behold the 
unhappy ſource of all our miſeries, which 
ſtil] increas'd its ſtreams as they went 
farther on, till they exacted at laſt a de- 
luge of juſtice, to drown their deluge of 
iniquity; and here, alas! had been an end 
of man, a ſad and fatal end of the whole 
world, had not our wile creator foreſcen 
the danger, and 1n mercy prevented the 
extremity of the ruin, reſerving for him- 
ſelf a few choice plants to repleniſh the 
earth with more hopeful fruit; yet they 
grew quickly wild, and brought forth four 
grapes, and their children's teeth were ſet 
on edge; quickly they aſpir'd to an intol- 


lerable pride of fortitying their wicked» 


neſs againſt the power of Heaven. 
| III. Juſtices 
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III. 

uſtice was now provok'd to a ſecond 
deluge, and to bring again a cloud o'er 
the carth; but mercy diſcover'd a bow in 
the cloud, and our faithful God remem- 
bred his promiſe, allaying their puniſhment 
with a milder ſentence, and only ſcatter'd 
them from the place of their conſpiracy; 
which yet his providence turn'd into a 
bleſſing, by making it an occaſion of peo- 
pling the World. Still their rebellious 
nature diſobeyed again, and neither feared 
his judgments, nor valued his mercies; but 
with a graceleſs emulation propagated fin, 


as far as his goodneſs propagated Mankind. 


Then he ſelected a private family, and en- 
creas'd and govern'd them with a particu- 
lar tenderneis, giving them a law by the 
hands of angels, and engaged their obedi- 
ence by a thouſand favours; but they like- 
wiſe neglected their God and heaven, and 
fell in love with te, ways of Death. 
IV. 
When thou hadft thus, O deareſt Lord, 
uſed many remedies, and our diſeaſe was 
nd their power to cure; when the 


beyo 

light of nature prov'd too weak a guide, and 
the general flood too mild a correction; 
hen the miracles of Moſes could not ſof- 


ren 
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ten their hearts, nor the law of angels 
bring any to perfection; when all was re- 
duc'd to this deſperate ſtate, and no ima- 
ginable hope left to recover us; behold, 
the eternal wiſdom finds a ſtrange expe- 
dient, the laſt and higheſt inſtance of al- 
mighty love; himſelf he refolvcs to cloath 
with our fleſh, and come down amongſt us, 
and dic to redeem 157 - | 
Wonder, O my ſoul, at the mercies of 
the Lord! how infimtely do they tran- 
ſcend even our utmoſt wiſhes: wonder t 
the admirable providence of his counicls, * 4 
that are exactly fitted to their great deſign: 
had our Saviour been leſs than God, we 
could never have belicy'd the ſublime my- 
ſteries of his heavenly doctrine: had he 
been other than man, we muſt needs have 
wanted the powerful motive of his holy } 
example: had he been only God, he could 
never have ſufler'd the leaſt of thoſe af- 
flictions he ſo gloriouſly overcame: had he 
been merely man, he could never have 
overcome thoſe infinite afflictions he ſo 
Porienrly endured, In thee, O bleſſed 
aviour, the two natures of God and man 
were ſo myſteriouſſy united, without either 
change or confuſion, Tak they moon I N 
| | . thee 


hy 
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thee but one perſon, one mcdiator, one 
Lord. 

| VI. 


Soon as this bleſt decree was made, of 
ſending the ſon of God to redeem man- 
kind, immediately his goodneſs was rea- 
dy to come among us, had our N ner 
world been ready to receive him; but we, 
as yet, were too groſs and ſenſual, and ut- 
terly incapable of ſo pure a law; we were 
immerſt in cares and pleaſures, and whol- 
ly indiſpoſed to be allur'd by unſcen re- 
wards. While we were thus unfit for thee, 
O thou God of pure and perfect holineſs ! 
thou graciouſly was pleaſed to ſtay for us, 
and all that time prepare us for thy coming; 
from the beginning entertaining us with 
hope, and through every age confirming 
our Faith. How carly, O my God, didſt 
thou engage to relieve us? The Seed of the 
Womam ſhall break the Serpent's Head. How 
often didſt thou repeat thy promiſe to 
Abraham? In thy Seed ſhall all the nations 
of the Earth be bleſſed. Ms 

"8 n 

How many times did thy mercy invent, 
by unqueſtionable tokens, to give notice of 
thy coming? Bchold, a virgin ſhall con- 
cerve and bear à ſon, and his name ſtall be 
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called God with us: There ſpall come fortv 

| 4 rod out of the ftem of Jeſle, and a branch 

/hall grow out of his Roots. The Spirit of 

the { ſhall reft upon him; the Spirit of 

. iſaom and Underſtanding ; ' the $ pirit of 
| Conuncel and Might; the Spirit of Knowledge « | 
| and of the Fear of the Lord. I will raiſe } 

| | them up à Prophet like unto Moſes ; and 

# will put my words in his Mouth, and be 
ſpall ſpeak unto them all that TI command 
him. Aud thou Bethlehem Ephrata, though 
thou be little among the thouſands of Judah, 
Jet out of thee Fro he come forth, that is to be 
the ruler of Iſrael; whoſe going forth has 

been of old, even from the Days of Eternity. 
Hark how the Eternal Father introduces 
his Son: Commanding firſt all the Angels 
of God to worſhip him. Thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee ; Ask of me aud 
Iwill give thee the Heathen for thine Inheri- 

| tance ; and the uttermoſt parts of the Earth 


for th poſſeſſion. 
: 4 N 


It is too little that thgy. raiſe up the 
Tribes of Facob, and convert only the 
dregs of Iſrael. Thou art appointed a 
Lighfto li 7 the Gentiles, as well as to 
Ty the Glory Fries People | Iſrael. Hark how - 

| the ancient nt Prop ets 3 in the 2 as; 
5 l 
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116 Of Max's Redemption." Part II. 
und in ſoft and gentle words forete] his 
ſweetneſs. He ſhall come down like rain 
upon the mown graſs, as Showers that water 
| the Earth. He fball feed his Flock like a 
tender Shepherd, and gently lead thoſe that 
«are with young : He ſhall gather bis Lambs 
with his arms, and carry the weak in his ho- 
ſom. The bruiſed Reed be ſhall not break, 
nor quench the ſmoaking Flax. In his day, 
ſhall the righteous flouriſh ; and abundance of 
Peace fo. long as the Moon endureth. Then 
ſhall the Eyes of the Blind be opened, and the Fi 
Ears of the Deaf ſpall be made to hear. Then 
ſhall the lame Man leap as an Hart, and the i 


Tongue of the Dumb ſhall ſing. 
PETE Pr ue 


Thus did thy holy Servants propheſy of | 
thee; Thus did their Children ſing thy 
Praiſes. Bleſſed be the Lord our God, who 
only does wonderful things, and bleſſed be the 
Name of his Majeſty for euer; His Domi- 
nion ſhall reach from Sea to Sea, and from the | 

| River to the end of the World ;, they who dwell 
in the Wilderneſs, feall kneel before him, and 
his Enemies jhall lick the dus; The Kings | 
of Tharſis, and the Iles ſhall offer him Pre- 
ſents, the Kings of Arabia and Saba ſhall 8 
bring bim Gijis, Tea all the Kings of bh ; 


Bo. 
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Earth ſball fall down before him, and all 
Nations fhall do him * . 4J 


For he ſpall deliver the Poor when he cry 
eth, the Poor alſo and him that bath no helper; 
he ſhall ſpare the Poor and Needy, and pre- 
ſerve the Souls of the Poor He ſhall redeem 
their Souls from deceit and violence, and 
precious fhall their blood be in his fight. He 

all lrve, and to him ſhall be given of the 
Gold of Arabia: Prayer alſo hall be made 
ever unto him, and daily ſhall he be praiſed. 
O thou eternal King of Heaven and Earth, 7 
make good to thy Servants thoſe happy Predic- 
tions, So rule us here, that we may obey thy 
Grace, ſo favour us hereafter, that we may 


enjoy thy Glory. 
The PrAvER. 


I. : | 
O Moſt gracions God, and moſt kind and 
merciful Father, who of thy tenaer love 
to Mankind, di aſt give thine only Son Feſus 
IP to ſuffer death upon the Croſs for our 
Redemption, who made there by his own O. 
tation of himſelf once offered, a full, perfect, 
and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation and Satis- * 
Faction for the Sins of the whole Norld. Grant 
that the effects of this Redemption may be as 
univerſal as the deſign of it, that it may be 


I 3 » 


iss oe Prayer. 


zo rhe Salvation of all : O let no perſon by im- 
enitance and wilful ſin forfeit his part in it, 
ut by the power of thy Grace bring all, even 
the moſt obſtinate Sinners to Repentance. 


Particularly, T beſeech thee, to give me, thy 
ſinful Creature, a right underſtauding of the 
agent need I have + a Saviour, and of all 
thoſe things which thy Son hath done and ſuf- 
Feread, and is ſtill doing at thy right hand, in 

order ro the cleanſing my guilty and polluted 

Nature, ana to the reſtoring me to thy grace 

aud favour : And let not all this be in vain 
and uſeleſs to me, leſt I become eternally mi- 

ſerable, and loſt to all hopes and poſſibilities 
of comfort ; give me grace to accept of, and 

'embrace the tenders of thy Love, and to com- 

ply with thoſe gracious terms of Salvation, 

which thy Son hath procure for, and profo- 
> ſea to me in the Goſpel. 
| III, 
T confeſs I have too much neglected this 
reat Salvation, but thou with infinite pati- 
ence doſt ſtill wait to ſee if T will accept of 
mercy: O that thy forbearance and long-ſuf- 
fering may ſoften my heart, and melt me into 
= ſoame and tears of penitential Sorrow, for 
Having ſo long abuſed the tender mercy of ſo 
good a God. I deſire now to reſign and give 
g up myſelf to the conduct of thy holy Spirit. 
ea 
art the God of my Salvation. Zet thy Word 
be 


Fart 11. 


me in thy truth and teach me, for thou 


| 


Part II. On the Frailties sf Th8s"Life. T1998 
be my Rule, thy Grace my Guide and Aſſiſi 
ance, thy Goodneſs my Pattern ana Example, 7 
thy Promiſes my Encouragement, and thy 
Joys my everlaſting Recompence and Reward, i 
thro the Merits and Interceſſion of thy blefſea ® 
Son my Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. | 


MEDITATION XI. 
On the Frailties of this Life. 


Pſal. xxxix. 4. Lord, make me to know mine 


end, and the meaſure of my 175 what it 
is, that I may know how frat Tam. 


OP 

E Nhappy we, the Children of the Duſt! 

why were we born to ſee the Sun? 
why did our Mothers bring us forth to 
miſery, and unkindly rejoice to hear us 
cry? Whither, alas! has their Error led 
us? In how ſad a condition doth our Birth 
engage us? We enter the World with 
weeping Eyes, and go out with leben 
Hearts ; the few days we live are fu 
of vanity, and our choiceſt pleaſures ſprink- 
led with bitterneſs: The time that's paſt 
is vaniſhed like a dream, and that which 
is to come, is not yet at all; the preſent, 
we are in, ſtays but a moment, and then 
flies away and never returns: already we 
14 | axe 


ee. Part II. 
dead to all the Years we have lived, 
ad ſhalt never live them over again; but 
the longer we live, the ſhorter is our life, 
and in the end we * a lump of clay. 
O vain and miſerable World, how ſad- 

F ly true is all chis ftory? and yet, alas! 

ö this is not all; but new Complaints re- 
main, and more, and worſe. We begin 
our race in contemptible weakneſs, and our 
whole courſe is a progreſs of dangers. It 
we eſcape the Miſchances of a Child, we 
paſs on to the raſh Adventures of Youth: 
It we out-live theſe ſudden Storms, we 
fall into fat more malicious Calamities: 
Our, own ſuperfluous Cares deliberatel 
conſume us, and the Croffes of the World. 
weary out our Lives. Should we by a 
ſtrange ſucceſs o'ercome all theſe, and ſtil 
pear up our ptoſperous head, we are fur 

at laſt old Age will find us, and bow our 
ſttength down to the Grave; the Gtave, 
from which no Privilege exempts, not any 
Power controls its Commands. | 
_ Pars | 
Ihe Rich muft leave their Wealth be⸗ 
> Hind them, and the Greit ones of the 
World be crumbled into Duſt ; the brau- 
tebus Fate müſt be türned into gr 
5 GM gh | * 


ö 
| 
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and the pampeted Body become the Food 
of Worms: The buſy Man muſt find a 
time to die, tho? his full employment ſpares 3 
none to provide for it: Even the wiſe and 
virtuous muſt ſubmit to Fate, and the Heirs 
of Life itſelf be the Priſoners of Death. 
= This when I fee, I weep and am afraid, 

S fince we all muſt drink of the fame cold 
Cup; all muſt go down to the ſame dark 


Grave, and none can tell how ſoon he 
may be called, iy 


To day we are in health among our 
Friends and Affairs, and to morrow ar- 
reſted by the hand of Death: Nature m 
faintly ſtruggle for a time, but muſt yiel 
nat laſt and be buried in the Earth. At laſt 

* we muſt take leave of our neareſt Rela- 
tions, and bid a long farewel to all the 
World. Perhaps the People may talk of 
us a while, ſometimes as we deſerve, and 
often as they pleaſe: Perhaps our Bodies 
once laid out of fight, we ſhall be no 
more remembred than if we had never 
been: Only our good or evil deeds will 
follow us beyond the Grave, and make uy 
happy or miſerable to Eternity. 


The 


' The PRA YER. 


Goa, the ſtrength of all them that put 

their Truſt in thee, mercifully accept 
my prayers, and pity my Frailties and Infir- 
mities: And becauſe through the weakneſs of 
my mortal Nature I can do no good thing 
. awithout thee, grant me the help of thy Grace, 
that in keeping thy Commanaments, I may 
pleaſe thee both in Will and Deed, through 
FF Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


MEDITATION. XI. 


Of a guilty Conſtience, and the Torments 
4 of Hell. 


Rom. ii. 15. Their Conſcience alſo bearing 
witneſs, and their Thoughts the mean 
while accuſing or excu/ing one another. 

I. 

W H do you laugh, unhappy Wret- 

ches, who tire your ſelves in the 
ways of fin? Ways, that indeed ſeem 
ſmooth at firſt; but lead to danger, and 
end in ruin. Why do you boaſt your plea- 
ſant life, who lie == in the arms of 
death? Awake, poor Souls, and ſhake off 
the golden dreams that delude your craz 

Heads with empty Fancies: Awake, an 

fill your Eyes — penitent Tears. B 


122 


ſhall be heightned to a madneſs of deſire, 


Part II. Uf a guilty Conſcience. * 123 
II. 

The ungodly ſhall fly amazed from the 
ſight of Heaven, and hide their guilty 
ſelves in eternal darkneſs. There they 
| ſhall dwell with intolerable Pains, weep». 

ing, and wailing, and lamenting for ever. 
Their Underſtanding ſhall think on no- 
thing but its own calamities : Their Will 


and perpetually racked with deſpair. of 
obtaining. Their Memory ſhall ſerve but 
to renew their ſorrows, while their Souls 
are drowned in a Sca of bitterneſs. 'They 
ſhall wiſh the Mountains to fall upon 
them, and cry to the Hills to cover them; 
but nothing ſhall tall on them, bur the 
wrath of God, nor cover them, but their 
own Confuſion. ; 
III. 


There cyery Vice ſhall have its proper 
Tormenr. hy Laſcivious mor _ in 
unquenchable Fire, perpetu ami 
from their own Patios. The Glutton 
and the Drunkard ſhall vainly figh for a 
drop of water to cool their tongues, The 
turious and cholerick ſhall rage hke mad 
Dogs, to their own only vexation. T 
thoughts of the Spiteful and Envious ſhall 
pnly gnaw, and torment their own rm 

he 
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The riches of the Covetous ſhall be as 

= Thorns in a Man's fide. The Proud ſhall 
be thrown down to the loweſt Contempt, 
and be loaden with utter diſdain. The 
Slothful ſhall miſerably deplore their loſs 
of time, and languiſh with grief for their 
ſtupid negligence. 10 


But, O what horrid Pangs will ſeize 
them all, and wound and pierce the very 
W center of their Souls! When they ſhall ſee 

If themſelves deprived of the bright and 
I bliſsful Viſion of God: When their of- 
fended God ſhall deſpiſe and reject them, 
| as if they were not his Creatures ; when 
be that made them will not fave them; 
wen they ſhall ſee themſelves eternally 
baniſhed from the ſweet and gracious Pre- 
ſence of Jeſus, who will not be their Sa- 
nuUèiour, becauſe they would not take him 
= for their King: When they ſhall ſee that 
= God, who made them to enjoy his Glory, 
will now caft them into the deep ſhades 
of eternal Darkneſs; and the bleſſed 
| ae came into the World to ſave 
Sinners, will ſay unto them, Depart from 
e, I know you not. | 


- 


V. 


Part II. and Torments of Hell. 125 
V. 
Then ſhall they curſe the day of their 
Birth, and the unfortunate Companions, 
that led them into Sin; they will curſe 
this vain deceittul World, that drew them 
on in the ways of Perdition. Are theſe, 
alas, they will ſay, the effects of thoſe fond 
defires, whoſe gratifications we made our chief 
kelicity* Alas, wkat do now our wantos 
Liberties avail us? What the fugitive Plea- 
ſures that we ſo eagerly purſued ? what com- 
fort receive we now from thoſe empty Honours, 
from thoſe faithleſs, Riches that tempted us to 

in? They are all vaniſhed away like a Shae 
dow, and gone as a Cloud of Smoak, that is 
ſcattered with the wind. But the remorſe and 
puniſhment of them endure for ever, and tors 
ture our Spirits with perpetual anguiſh. Thus 
thall they cry, and none will regard 
them; thus ſhall they mourn, and there 
ſhall be none to pity them. 

| J. 

Bleſſed be thy gracious wüdeneg O 
God, that with ſuch tender care fores 
warns us of our dangers. O fave us too, 
dear Lord, from all thoſe dangers. O 
ſave us for thy merciy's ſake ; ſave us, 
and make us fcartul to do, what when 
wc have done, will make us miſerable, 

ro 
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| * * 


to ſuffer. Quicken our apprehenſions of 
the runious effects of ſin; and with thy 


terrible threatnings check our unbridled 


paſſions; that it thy glorious Promiſes 


move not our hearts, the fear at leaſt of 


Hell may fright us into Heaven. 


The PRAYER. 


O Lord, the great and dreadful God, whoſe 
Wrath is revealed from Heaven againſt 
all ungoalineſs aud unrighteonſneſs of Men, 


aud who will render Tribulation and An- 
guiſh, Indignation and Wrath to every Soul 


of Man that docth evil: Give me Grace ſ0 to 
regard the fower of thy Wrath, and now to 
bewail my ſins, that I ſorrow not when 'tis 
roo late, where weeping and wailing will not 


e@fſwage, but augment my $0rrows. 


II. 


Zet thy ꝓudgments affright me from con- 


9 


ty Repentance and godly Fear, by which 1 


may eſcape the place of everlaſting Torment, 
Ppreparea for the Devil aud his Angels, and 


be aamittea into that Kingdom, which thou 
Haſt prepared for the Righteous, before the 


Foundation of the World ; Grant this, O gra- 
cious Goa, for Jeſus Chriſt bis ſake. Amen. 


"= 


ME DI 


6 
* 


tiuuing in ſin, and produce in me that hear- 


g 
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MEDITATION XIII. | 
Of the flate of the Godly. 
2 Pet. i. 3. According as his Divine Power 


| . hath given unto us all things, that pertain 
umo life and godlineſs, through the Rnow- 


ledge of him, that hath called us to glory 
and virtue. 
14 J. | 
4 W.. do you mourn, you Children 
4 of the Light, to whom belong the 
Promiſes of Bliſs? Vou, who feed on the 
pleaſant fruits of Piety, and the continual 
feaſt of a good Conſcience; who taſte al- 
ready the ſweetneſs of hope, and here- 
after ſhall be ſatisfied with the fullneſs of 
fruition. What can moleſt your happy | 
ſtate, whom God has choſen for himſelf; 
adopted into his own Family, and deſign- 
ed tor Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven 
that bleſſed Kingdom, where all delights - 
abound, and forrow and tears are banith- 
ed quite away? ; 
42 II. | 
Where none grow ſick, grow old, or 
die; where all flouriſh in perfect health, 
and live an immortal Life, in all the Beau- 
ty and Vigor of an eternal Youth: Where 
none are perplext with cares or fears, * 
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all dwell ſecure, and freg for ever: 
Where we ſhall no more be ſubject ro 


change, no more expoſed to the danger 


of temptation 3 where we thall no more 
be croſt by others, no more diſquicted by 
our own Paſſions, but have a ſerene tran- 
quility perpetually within us, and innu- 
merable joys all * about us. 

Joy in the excellency of our glorified 
bodies; Joy in the perfections of our en- 


larged Souls; Joy in the ſweet Society of 


Saints; Joy in the glorious company of 


Angels; Joy in the raviſhing fight of our 
beloved Feſus; Joy in the bliſsful union 
with the adorable Deity. All ſhall be 
Joy, and Love, and Peace, and all en- 
dure for eternal Ros. 
IV. | 
Let then the Servants of our Lord re- 


* 


joice and ſing: Sweet is the yoke of thy 


ve, dear Lord, and light is the bur- 


then of thy Commands: But oh, how far 


more rich are thy faithful Promiſes ! How 


infinitely great are CE e Hanes 
irtue in us 


When cvery divine 
rewarded with its proper Crown and Glo- 
The humble there ſhall be highly 
exalted, and the poor in ſpirit advanced 
| to 
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to be Kings: The meek ſhall poſſeſs that 
holy Land, and the mourners be comfort=- 
ed with eternal Refreſhments : The pure 
in heart ſhall ſee the God of Purity: And 
the lovers of Peace have the privilege of 
his Children. 5 


They who hunger and thirſt after 
Rightcouſneſs ſhall be filled, and the 
merciful entertained with the embraces 
of mercy: They, who ſuffer Perſecution 
for Rightcouſneſs fake, ſhall receive a 
great Reward: They, that are Teachers 
and enlighten others, ſhall ſhine bright as 
the Stars: They,who relinquiſh any thing 
for God, ſhall reccive an dre. 
and all the juſt ſhall live in Glory for 
ever. Then ſhall they bleſs the true 
Friends, that at any time reproved their 
fooliſh courſes, and were inſtrumental to 
convert them to the ways of Bliſs; they 
ſhall bleſs cach charitable hand, that was 
aſſiſtant to their Happineſs; they ſhall 
praiſe and admire the Mercies of their 
God, and ſing aloud the Victories of his 


| Grace. With joyful wonder they ſhall 


ſay, Is this the effect of thoſe little pains we 
took® are theſe the repairs for the petty loſſes 


we ſuffered? Happy we. who denied our 
8 K 


ſelves 
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ſelves a few Toys, and are now advanced to 
KW theſe high Felicities. Millions of years ſpall 
paſs away, and our glory ſhall but then ſeem 
to begin; yea, when Millions of Millions are 
paſt, our glory ſhall 1 be nearer its end. 
Thus ſhall they all rejoice, and none 
ſhall diſturb them, and all the Hoſt of An- 
gels ſhall join with them in the high prai- 
| 1cs of God. O ſweet expectance of a 
Wi . pious Life! O happy conſcquence of a ho- 
ly Death! Eternally to be freed from 
whatever can afflict : Eternally to enjoy 
whatever can delight. We ſhall hereat- 
ter adore thy bleſſed ſelf, O God, and ling 
cternally the * thy Glory. | 
a | 
Bleſſed be thy gracious Providence, O |} 
God, that with ſo large a bounty wooeſt 
us to our Happineſs ; wooeſt us with mo- 
tives ſo apt to work upon us, the love of 
our ſelves, and our own great intereſt: 
As thou haſt prepared ſuch Felicitics for 
us, O may thy grace prepare us for them! 
O may this beſt of Works take up all our 
time! at leaft take up the beſt of our 
time; at lcaſt every morning, let us renew 
vur hope, and cloſe the evening with the 


lame ſweet thoughts: Let us not faßt 
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and we ſurely ſhall ſee a proſperous iſſue 
out of all our ſorrows. Still let us la- 
bour, ſtill let us ſuffer; our troubles are 


ſhort, and our joys eternal. 


The PRAYER. 


J. 

O Moſt glorious and ever-bleſſed God, in 
whoſe preſence is fulneſs of Foy, and at 
whoſe right hand there are pleaſures for ever 
more; vouchſafe me, I beſeech thee, the A 
fiſtance of thy holy Spirit, that 1 may diſcern 
more and more the incomparable ana ſurpaſ- 
ſing Greatneſs of that Felicity, which thy 
royal Bounty will beſtow upon our advanced 
Spirits and Bodies, in the World of rewards 
and recompences, where thou thy ſelf art 
the Source and Fountain of all Happineſs, 4 
and the only ſatisfying Object of all rationat * 


deſires. 
II. 


O when ſpall I be admitted into thy bleſſed 
preſence, there to ſee, and admire, aud love, 
aud adore thee for ever! O give me ſuch 4a 
clear view and lively ſenſe of thy adorable 
Perfeftions, as may transform me into thy 
likeneſs, and unite my will moſt perfectly to 
thee, that beholding thy preſence in righte- 
ouſneſs, I may be ſatisfied with it; grant 
this, O my Goa, for the ſake of thy dear Son 
Jeſus Chriſt y Saviour. Amen, 
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The Soul's Choice. Part II. 


MEDITATION XIV. 
The Soul's Choice. 


Pal. Ixii. 5. Ay Soul, wait thou only upon 
God, for my hope is in him. 
I. 
Ome now, my Soul, and chuſe, for 
Life and Death are ſet before thee : 
Chuſe, while thy gracious Lord allows 
thee time and day, leſt the night and dark- 
neſs overtake thy neglect: Chuſe, but re- 
member thy Eternity is concerned, and 
examine e're thou makeſt thy reſolve : Call 
all the pleaſures of the World before thee, 
and ask if any of them be worth ſuch 
pains: Ask if the vain forbidden things 
thou loveſt, deſerve thy affection better 


chan thy Maker. 


IL 

Are they more worthy in themſelves, or 
beneficial to thee, that thou mayeſt juſtly 
prefer them before thy Redeemer? Doſt 
thou expect to be at reſt, and ſatisfied by 
enjoying them, or everlaſtingly happy by 
their procurement? Will they protect 
thee at the hour of Death, or plead thy 
Cauſe at the day of Judgment? O no! 
They but deceive me with a ſmiling Lon, 

| whic 
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o 


which I too often have rote by dear ex- 
perience; tis Heaven alone that yields a 


true content; tis Heaven alone that fills 


us with eternal delight. 
II. 

Say then, my ſoul, take away your flatte- 
ries, falſe world, and leave me free for better 
thoughts. Turn thou thy face to me, dear 
Feſu, and keep mine eyes ſtill fix d on thee, 
that I may look continually on thy glorious 
beauty, and be raviſhed for ever with the 
charms of thy ſweetneſs. O infinite good- 
neſs, tis thy ſelf alone I chuſe; thou art 
my only happineſs for ever. I ſee my por- 
tion hereafter depends on my choice here; 
but my choice here, O Lord, depends on 
thee. O my deareſt Lord, do thou chuſe 
me, and guide my uninſtructed foul to 
chuſe thee. O make me chuſe to love thee, 
till I come to ſee thee; and then I am ſure, 

I cannot chuſe but love thee. 
IV. 

Here we, alas! move ſlowly in the 
dark, led on by the argument of things not 
ſeen; but did we clearly ſee, what we ſay 
we believe, we ſhould ſoon change the 
courſe of our life: did we but ſee the dam- 
ned 1n their flames, or hear them cry in the 
midſt of their torments, how ſhould we 

K 3 fear 
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we know have plunged them 1nto all thoſe 
miſeries? how thould we ſtrive againſt the 
next temptation, and caſt about to avoid 
the danger? or did we but ſee the incom- 
parable glories of the ſaints; or hear the 
{weet harmonious hymns which they con- 
tinually ſing; how thould we ſtudy to imi- 


| date thoſe holy ways, in which we know 


they arrived at all their happineſs? how 
ſhould we ſeck all occaſions of improve- 
ment, and make it our buſineſs to work 
out our ſalvation? 0 | 


Nay, did we but firmly believe, what 
we every one recite in the apoſtle's creed, 
what would we do to attain thoſe joys? 
what would we not do to eſcape thoſe 155 
rows? would half an hour be too long to 
pray? or once a week too much to hear a 
ſermon? would the pardon of an injury be 
too hard a law, or the making reſtitution 
too dear a price? durſt we return to our 
ſins again, or ſpend our time in idleneſs 
and folly? yet all this is as ſure as if we 
ſaw it, and would move us as much, it 
we ſeriouſly conſidered it. : 


VI. It 


N 


| 
| 
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VI. 

If we ſeriouſly conſidered, what we ſay 
we believe, we ſhould never live as we do. 
Which of us doubts, but e're long we 
ſhall be turned into duſt? yet which of us 
lives as if we thought to dic ? pity, O gra- 
cious Lord, the frailties of thy ſervants, 
and ſuffer not our blindneſs to lead us into 
ruin. Supply our want of ſight by a lively 
faith, and ſtrengthen our faith by thy 
powerful grace: make us remember tis no 
childrens ſport to gain or loſe the king- 
dom of Heaven: make us chuſe wiſely, 
and purſue our choice, and uſe as well 
the means, as like the end. 

VII. 

O ſet thou right the biaſs of our hearts, 
that in all our motions We may draw off 
from the world; that we may ſtill incline 
towards thee, and reſt at laſt in thy holy 
Preſence. Thou art our Lord, and we 
will ſerve thee in fear; thou art our God, 
and we will love thee in hope: What ul 
it profit us to gain the whole world, and (ſe 
our own ſouls ® or, what ſhall we give in ex= . 
change for our Souls? 
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The PR AVE R. 


O T hou moſt excellent being, thou infinite- 
ly amiable and adorable Majeſty ; I bleſs 
ana praiſe thy name, jor giving me liberty'io 
chuſe ſo great a good as thy ſelf, for propoumd- 
ing to my will ſuch everlaſting happineſs, aud 
for drawing me from thoſe ways, which are 
contrary to my peace aud ſatisfaftion here, 
by ſuch powerful motives to well-doing. O 
give me ſuch a ſenſe of thy gooaneſs, that J 
may never prefer any thing in my eſteem, 
aud deſire, and choice, before thy favour and 

2004-7011] towards thee. Whom have I in Hea- 
ven but thee? and there is none upon earth that 
I can deſire befides thee. T here is nothing in | 
Heaven or in earth my ſoul can deſire beſides WM 
thee; for there is nothing deſirable, but as it 
is thine, of thee, and from thee, aud bears 
ſome impreſſion of thy excellence, or brings 
ſome imitation of thy love; there is nothing 

worth deſiring or having, but thou art able to 
be, and do, and give. I can defire nothing 
2:p0n earth; I can enjoy nothing in Heaven, 
but thee ; here and there thou art, and ſhalt 
ever be my all. ſiſficient ſatisfactory portion, 
my everlaſting a O my Goa, make me ſo in 
love with rhe beauties of holineſs, that I may 
at laſt be partaker of the glory, that ſhall re- 
ward it, through the merits of. Jeſus my Sa- 
piour. Amen, 


A New- 


Part III. 


A 


New-Years-Gift. 
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PAR T III. 


MEDITATION I. 
On the Lord s- Day. 


Pſal. cxviii. 24. This is the Day, which the 
Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be 
glad in it. . 


B the Angels aſſembled in their 
choirs, and the bleſſed ſaints rea- 
dy with their hymns; behold the church 
prepares her ſolemn offices, and ſum- 
mons all her children to bring in their 
praiſes; the king of Heaven himſelf in- 
vites us, and gracioully calls us into his 
own Preſence: He bids us ſuſpend our 
mean employments in the world, to re- 
celve the honour of treating with os 
| og 


— _ 


\ 
t 
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To him we owe all the days of our life; 
let us pay at leaſt this one to his Service; 
a Service ſo ſweet and caſy in itſelf, and 
ſo infinitely rich in its eternal rewards: 
Let us cheartully aſcend to the Houſe of 
our Lord, the Place he has choſen for our 
fakes to dwell in; let us reverently fall 


down and kneel before the Lord our Ma- 


ker, who comes in Perſon to meet our 
Prayers. 
II. 

Welcome, bleſt Day, wherein the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs aroſe, and chaſed away 
the Clouds of Fear; welcome thou art to 
my Soul, thou Birth-day of our Hopes ; 
a day of Joy and publick Refreſhment, 
a day of holineſs and ſolemn Devotion, 
a day of reſt and univerſal Jubilee, Wel- 
come to us and our dark World, for the 
healing ſaving Light thou bringeſt. May 
thy radiant Name ſhine bright for ever. 


May all the Earth be cnlightned with 


thy beams, and every frozen Heart diſ- 
ſolve and ling. 
III. 


This is the Day, which our Lord has 
made; let us be glad and rejoice therein. 
This is the Day he has ſanctified to him- 


| ſclt, and called by his own moſt holy 


Name: 


Part III. On the Lord - Day. 139 


Name: That in it we may meet and a- 
dore his Greatneſs, and admire the won- 
ders of his infinite Power; that we may 
remember his innumerable Mercies, and 
deeply imprint them in our Hearts; that 
we may viſit his Temple, and humbly pre- 
ſent our ſelves at his holy Table, where 
the Memory of our Saviour's Love is con- 
tinually renewed, and his Sufferings al- 
ways to be had in 8 

Worthy art thou, O Lord, of all our 
Time, worthy to receive the Praiſes of 
all thy Creatures; every moment of our 
Life is bound to bleſs thee, ſince every 
moment ſubſiſts by thy Goodneſs. Shall 
others labour ſo much for Vanity, and 
ſhall we not reſt for the Service of our 
God? Shall we employ the whole Week 
on our ſelves, and not offer in gratitude 
one Day to thee? To thee, who beſtowed 
on us all we have, and wilt give us here- 
after more than we hope. 

1 

0 py Lord, whoſe Mercy accepts 
ſuch {lender Payment, as our Poverty af- 
fords, whoſe Bounty grants ſo liberally 
to us, and retains ſo ſmall a part for thy 


ſelf; O make us faithfully bbſerve our 
| Duty, 
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Duty, and render ſo exactly the Tribute 
we owe to thee; that paſſing ftill thy 
Days to thy Honour, we may end our 
own in thy Favour : For thou haſt crea- 
ted all things, O Lord, for the uſe of 
Men, and Man for the Enjoyment of thy 
ſelf. 
VI. 

When the Harveſt Sun provides a Cloud, 
and ſeems to reſt his wearied Beams, he 
ſeeks not to ſave the Journey of his Light, 
but only ſpares the Reaper's Head: Much 
leſs ſcekeſt thou, O Lord, who madeſt 
| the Sun, and inſpireſt all Creatures to 

" repreſent thy Bounty, by the Reſerve of 
a Day to procure thy own Repoſe. Thou, 
who createdit all things by a Word of 
thy Mouth, and ſuſtaineſt them in thy 
Hand, without feeling any weight; who 
governeſt the whole World, without per- 
plexing thy Thoughts, and always re- 
maineſt the ſame „ fulneſs. 

II. 
| ?Tis not to encreaſe thine own Eterni- 
ty, that thou thus tak'ſt a portion of our 

Time. *Tis not to receive an advantage 
| to thy ſelf, that thou requireſt this Day's 
| Worthip of us. Thy goodneſs friendly 
| bears the Name of the Day, but any 
| ; . OT 
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for us all the Profit of it; that the wea- 
ried Hands may be relieved with Reſt, and 
enabled to liſt themſelves up to thee; 
that the ignorant minds may be taught thy 
Truth, and learn the way to cverlaſting 
happineſs; that the love- prepared ſouls 
may approach thy table, and feaſt their 
hopes with that delicious banquet, that 
all may ſpeak to thee by prayer, and hear 
thy voice by the _ ot their Paſtors. 

O bleſſed Lord, what excellent means 
has thy wiſdom choſen to bring us to thy 
felt ! Thou quickeneſt our affections, and 
ſtrengtheneſt our faith by thy word and ſa- 
craments, and improveſt our charity both 
to thee, and one towards another, by our 
publick aſſemblies; while we all meet to- 
gether for the ſame bleſt end, and by mu- 
tual requeſts and praiſes encreaſe our Fer- 
vours. Happy, thrice happy are they, O 
merciful G54, whom nu. Aer Pons. has 
favoured with all theſe bleſſings; who free- 
Iy may enter thy holy ſanctuary, and ſing 
alond their praiſes to thy name, who every 


day may wait in thy preſence, and there 
ſecurely adore thy perſon. 


IX. 
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1 IX. 

Where thou art pleaſed to deny theſe 
mercies, refuſe not, O Lord, to extend thy 
Grace; that at leaſt we may build a little 
Chapel in our hearts, and conſecrate our 
ſelves intirely to thee. Be thou but pre- 
ſent with us, O gracious God, and fill our 
ſouls with thy love, we ſhall need no far- 
ther motives to draw us to thy ſelf, or 
other temple in which to addreſs our pray- 
ers; ſince every place, where thou art not, 
is unholy, and where thou art, is joy, and 
peace, and bliſs. 2 


Shew us thy ſclt, O glorious Jeſu; in thee 

we ſhall behold all we can with: Only 1o 
much we beg to conceive of thy 3 
as may move our hearts to ſeek thee; only 
ſo much of thy unapproachable Deity, as 
may guide our fouls to find thee. But, O 
thou glorious God of truth, in whom the 
treaſures of knowledge arc laid up 3 un- 
leſs thou draw the curtain from before our 
Eyes, and drive away the clouds, that in- 
tercept our ſight; we ſhall never ſee thoſe 
& heavenly myſteries, nor diſcern the beauty 
of thy providence. | 


/ 


XI. 
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XI. 

Why ſhould we thus neglect that ſacred 
ſcience, and be buſy in every thing but 
our own ſalvation? Why ſhould we for- 
ſake the real ſubſtance to embrace an empty 
ſhadow ? Has the Almighty goodneſs made 
all things for us, and ſhall we do nothing 
tor him, or our ſelves? It we may not know 
thee clearly now, let us know ſo far, that 
we may long to know tarther: If we can- 
not love thee perfectly in this life, let us 
love ſo much, that we may deſire to love 
thee more. So let us know and love thee 


bere, O thou ſovereign bliſs of our Souls, 


that we hereafter may know thee better, 
and love thee more to all eternity. 


The PRAVER. 


J. 

O Moſt glorious Goa, thou art infinite in all 
Perfectious, and it was thine own efſen- 

tial Goodneſs, that inclined thee to create us; 
thet thou mighteſt communicate thy ſelf unto 
71s, and exerciſe thy Grace and Hounty upon 
1s: Thou haſt given us all the Aſſurance, that * 
e can deſire, that thou delighteſt to do us 
good, and that thine Ears are open unto our 
prayers: How juſtly then art thou the deſire, 
ang the worſuiþ of all Nations? But alas, 
O Lora, it is ſo little, that wwe ſinful Crea- 
res 


— 
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thee according to thine excellent Greatneſs, 
 .ohoſe glorious Name is exalted above all 
Bleſſing and Praiſe. 1 

I humbly beg the aſſiſtance of thy holy Spi- 
rit, that 1 may atways worſhip thee in Spirit 
and in Truth, that I'may praiſe thee with 
underſtanding, and recount thine Excellencies 
with that Senſe and Adoration, as Tought. I 
acknowledge it is my Privileage and Happi- 
neſs to have a day of reſt ſet apart for thy 
Service, ana the Concerns of my Soul; Lord, 
grant that iu all the Solemnities of Religion, 
1 may approach thy Preſence with ſuch awe- 
ful and reverend thoughts of ,thee, and with 
* fuch an holy Frame and Temper of mind, as 


thoſe Duties require; gather in my wandring | 
thoughts, and fix them on thy ſelf, and keep | 


tures know of thee, that we cannot praiſe | 
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them ſteadfaſt in the Contemplation of thoſe | 


divine Truths, which repreſent my Duty, and 
thy exceeding love aud kinaneſs towaras me; 
that by ſerving thee with a religious Reve- 
rence this ary, I may be diſpoſed and enabled 
ro walk in thy fear all the reſt of my life. 
"ne 

Be graciouſly pleaſed, O Lora, to fulfil the 
devout Prayers of thy Church, | 
which [ * ſpall be] this day of- * At Night 
fer'd unto thee for all Mankind. have been. 
Let all thoſe Supplications for 


Grace, 


— 
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# Grace, Mercy, and Peace, together with all 
the Praiſes and Thankſgivings 
which [ | Hall be] renared + At Night 
unto thee for all thy Bleſſings, have been. 
be ever acceptable in thy ſight, 
O Lord our Strength and our Redeemer ; And, 
O that thy ways may be known upon Earth, 
thy ſaving Health unto all Nations : Let the 
Light of thy Goſpel ſhine upon all thoſe that 
ſit in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of Death, 
and guide their Feet into the way of Peace, 
that we may all become one Fold under one 
Shepherd Jeſus Chriſt, to whom with thee 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be Honour and Glory, 
World without end. Amen. 


MEDITATION II. 


Of the Joys of Heaven. 

1 Cor. ii. 9. Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear 
heard, neither hath it enter'd into the Heart 
of Man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him. 


- 


; I. 

| 1 be thy gracious wiſdom, O 

; Lord, that prepareſt ſuch great things 
for them that love thee: Things which 
are too high and ſpiritual for our fleſh and 
blood to comprehend. 'Tho' to us it can= 
not yet appear, what 8 ſhall be: Vet 7 
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this manner haſt thou revealed thy ſub- 
lime rewards, to allure and captivate us 
with thoſe things, which of this world are 
moſt admired. Scepters and crowns, thou 
knoweſt, are apt to win the hearts of us 
thy Children; Children, alas! we are too 
truly in uſeful knowledge; O that we 
{ were ſo in love and —8 What is a drop 
of water to the boundleſs Ocean, or a grain 
of duſt to this vaſt Globe? Such, O my 
God, and infinitely leſs are the richeſt 
kingdoms here below, ſhould we compare 
their moſt pompous ſtate to the leaſt de- 
gree of the joys of 1 2. 
| . +8 
W- When thou haſt fed us awhile withMilk, . 
thou inviteſt our Appetite to ſtronger Meat. 
Thou telleſt us of a ſweet delicious Lite 
in the bleſt ſociety of Saints and Angels, 
with whom we ſhall dwell in perpetual 
Friendſhip, and be loved and eſteem'd by 
them all for ever. Thou telleſt us of a 
pure ſoul-raviſhing Joy; to behold the 
amiable face of E us, Whoſe gracious ij 
ſmiles ſhine round about, and fill the Hea- 
vens with holy gladneſs. Thou telleft us, 
dear Lord, of delights, that are ſtill incom- Wh 
Wil 5 higher than all theſe. Hearken 
my tonl, and humbly adore thy God, 


wholc 
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whoſe bounty has provided thee large re- 
vwards indeed; he intends himſelf to be 
thy portion and exceeding great reward. 
Himlelf he will clearly unveil before us, 
and openly ſhew us that great ſecret ; what 
IF ic is, coy Lord, to behold thy face, 
and to know as We — known, 
O happy ſecret! if once at laſt attain*d; 
if once we can but ſee the face of our God 
in glory. To know the immenſity of thy 
Wſclt-ſubliſting eſſence, and the infinite ex- 
eellence of all thy attributes: To know 
the power of the eternal Father, and the 
wiſdom ot the uncreated Son, and the good=- 
Wncis of the Holy Ghoſt, and the incompre- 
Hoenſible glories of the undivided Trinity. 
; IV. f 


This, O my ſoul, is the top of happineſs ; 
Whis is the ſupreme perfection of our Na- 


yy ore: This, this alone is worthy to be the 
a im of our being, the hope and end of all 
he ur labours. When we are come to this, 
us e ſhall preſently reſt, and our fatisfied 
ca- ſires reach no farther, We ſhall be fill- 
vs, with overflowing bliſs, and our utmoſt 


K wpacitics hold no more. In one act of 
ve ſhall be eternally fixed, one laſting 
1 atk 
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act, which will ſpring freſh and unwea- 
ried for ever, 5 


Ariſe, my ſoul, and leave mortality and 
time below thy flight; to thee theſe joys 
belong; ariſe, and advance thy ſelf on 
high; fly away with the wings of thy ſpi - 
rit; fly to that glorious land of promite, 
and viſit thoſe heavenly Regions, Take 
an Evening's walk in that Paradiſe of pure 
delights, among the beatified ſpirits of i 
Men made perfect, who perpetually con- 
template the eternal Deiry. Think, though 
thy habitation at preſent is in this vale of 
tears, thou mayeſt hope one day to be ad- 
vanced to their dignity ; to have a place 
and fing among their holy Choirs: We 
may hope to know all things, that are pro- 
duced, and to know beſides the all- produ- 
cing cauſe. 3 
| VI. 

O what a fire of love will it kindle in 
our hearts, when we ſhall ſce theſe ſhining i 
myſteries! When our great God, like a 
burning mirror, ſhall ſtrike his brightneisil 
on the eyes of our ſoul | O what excellv 
joy will that love produce! when our cx 
pacities ſhall be ſtretched to the utmot, 


and the rich abounding object fill, and 0 . 
= * 


N 
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flow them. O what profound repoſe will 
that joy beget! A joy ſo infintely high, 
and 1o eternally ſecure! when in an amo» 
rous languiſhment, we ſhall ſweetly diſſolve 
into a ſort of a bliſsful union with our firſt 
beginning; when, without loſing what we 
are, We thall { according to our coca} 
become even What he is; we ſhall take 


1 
part in all his lens, and ſhare in the Glo- 
n | rics of all his Heaven. 
_ | VII. 
N o what divine and raviſhing words are 
'f theſe! how gently do they enter and de- 
1.4 4 rn my car! How do they diffuſe them- 
e ſelves over all my brain, and ſtrongly pene- 
Fe trate to my very foul! Methinks they turn 


to ſubſtance as they go, and I feel them 
ſtir, and work through all my powers: 
LMethinks they lie as a rich cordial at my 
heart, and ſend forth ſpirits to quicken 
and refreſh me: There, O my ſoul, we 
W ſhall reſt from all our labours, which are 
but the way to all that happineſs; there 
we ſhall reſt from fin and ſorrow, and no 
longer be troubled with our ſelves, or 
others; there ſhall we reſt for ever in the 
protection of our God, in the arms and bo- 
ſom of our deareſt Lord. 
L 3 VIII. 
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1 | VIII. 
O Heaven, the eternal ſource of all 
tftheſe joys, and infinitely more, and infi- 
I nitcly greater! As the hart pants after the 
Water brooks, ſo does my ſoul thirſt after 
| thee: After thee it is, that I daily ſigh and 
mourn, and with a fixed and longing eye 
look up and ſay, When, O my God, ſhall 8 
I fit at the fountain head, and drink my 
fill of thoſe living ſtreams? When ſhall I 
be inebriated with that torrent of Pleaſures, i 
which ſpring for ever from thy glorious i 
Throne? O that the days of my baniſhment i 
were lully finiſhed ! How is * 15 5 of 
my weary pilgrimage prolonged! am 
I Ai lars = this valley of 12081 ww 
Still wandripg up and down in this wil- 
derneſs of dangers ? ops tho Lede FO 
eſu, my only hope, and ſure deliverer 
HP. all N and dangers: Come 
thou, and here begin to dwell in my heart, 


and fit me for the life I ſhall lead here- W* 
after: Come, O my deareſt Lord, and pre- 
pare my ſoul for thee; and then when thou i : 
pleaſeſt, take it to thy ſelf. Never can 
we ſay too much of this glorious ſubject, 
never can we think enough ot the felicitics . 
of Heaven. But alas! How faint and dim 
how ſhort and imperfect are all human con- 

6 ce ita 


- 
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ceits and deſcriptions of the happineſs of 
| that bleſſed place. 5 
Who will give me the Wings of a Dove, 
that I may fly away and be at reſt; that 
I may fly away from the troubles of this 
life, and be at reſt, dear Lord, with thee ? 
Here we, alas! are forced to ſigh, and 
bear with grief the burthen of our Miſeries; 
| often we encounter chances, that endanger 
us, and divert our progreſs in the way to 


s, ee. 7 
bliſs; often we are aſſaulted with tempta- 
at tions, that overcome us, and ſet us back in 


of be accounts of eternity. How many times, 

m Wl © 5 ſoul, have we plainly concluded that 
Farth affords no real joys! How many 

times have we fully agreed, that Heaven 
alone is the place of happineſs ! | 


ect 

oy == Yct do theſe falſe allurements again de- 
irt. EE! V us, and ſteal away our hearts to doat 
re. upon folly : Yet do unconſtant we forget 
re- ur beſt reſolves, and wretchedly neglect 
hou ur true felicity. O thou victorious con- 
can ueror of fin and death, do thou aſſiſt us 
. this dangerous warfare: O thou benign 
© „ trecher of diſtreſſed ſpirits, do thou fe- 


Wicvec us in this tedious ilgrimage. Make 
ps {till thirſt and 185 ak; 
a4 
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fountain of life-giving ſtreams: Make us 
deſpiſe all other delights, and ſer our at- 
fections entirely on = Joys: Since nothing 
| | can ſatisfy our fouls but thee, O let our 
; fouls ſeek nothing but thee, all is unquiet 
here till we come to thee, and repoſe at 
flaſt in the kingdom of peace. | 
; The PRA YER. 
I. | 
O Moſt glorious Cod, who haſt prepared for 
us the joys of Heaven, aud taught us the 
way to attain them, enable me, I beſeech thee, 
ſteafaſtly to attend thy divine Inſtructions; and 
aſſiſt my holy endeavonrs to witharaw my mind 
more and more from theſe ſenſible things, that 
it may have a clearer ſight of its heavenly 


Country from whence it came, and to which 
it deſires to return; 3 having my Eyes 


ward, 1 may live above this World, aud de- 


Purements, which are apt to interrupt my pro- 
greſs towards Heaven. 
8 II. 


t prepare a place for us; do then, I beſeech 
bee, for bis ſake prepare me for thoſe man- 
Long of bliſs, and that fulneſs of joy, which 
#1 is in thy preſence; renew and perfect thine 
i own Image in me, that being holy as _—_ - 

| 4 


always fixed on that bleſſed recompence of re- 7 


1 7745 and trample upon all its vanities and al- 2 
u v4 


Thy bleſſed Son hath told us, that in thy : 
houſe are many ns and that he is gone 
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holy, I may be meet to be partaker of the in- 
heritance of the Saints in light, that inheri- 
trance incorruptible, and that fadeth not away 
but is reſerved in Heaven for thoſe, who are kept 
by the power of God, through faith unto Sal- 
vation: To which bleſſed inheritance, do 
thou, I beſeech thee, bring me and all thy 
faithful People, through the Merits and In- 
terceſſion of thy dear Son our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen. 


MEDITATION III. 
On Meekneſs. 


Matth. v. 5. Bleſſed are the Meek, for they 
ſpall inherit the Earth. 


I. | 
Earn of me, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, 
for I am meek, and lowly of heart, and 


: 1 ; you ſhall find reſt to your Souls. Thou, Lord, 


- 
** 
* * 


wert wonderfully meek, a glorious pattern 
of humility and patience: And in that 
meckneſs and patience, didſt always poſſeſs 
a well-compoſed Soul; a mind re — in 
all its motions, always caſy to its ſelf, 
and always ready to & the will of him 
that ſent thee, 


II. _ 
O my ſoul, let us meditate upon, and 
imitate the meekneſs of the humble and 


patient 
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patient Jeſus, who was dumb, as a fheep be- 
1 = the ſbearers, and as a Lamb that 15 
brought to the ſlaughter. He was oppreſſed, 
and he was. afflicted, yet he opened aot his 
Mouth. When he was reviled, he reviled not 
again; when he ſuffered, he threatned not; 
but committed himſelf to him that judged 
righteoufly. Let us labour to tread in his 
ſteps, and to imitate him in this lovely 
Grace. To ſpeak evil of no Man, to be no 
brawhers, but gentle, ſhewing all meekneſs un- 
to all Men. For we our ſehves alſo were ſome- 
times fooliſh and diſobedient, and deceived, &c. 
3 1 1 

O thou, the fountain and pattern of meck 
neſs, poſſeſs our ſouls with this excellent 
virtue, that our minds may never be di- 
compoſed: That our tongues may not 
break out into violent expreſſions, nor our 
hands into any raſh injurious actions. Let 
us be always calm and regular within, how- 
ever irregular and full of confuſion the 
World be, without 515 

E IV. 

Meekneſs of ſpirit is indeed the Heaven 
of this lite, but the Heaven of Heavens, O 
Lord, is above with thee. Meekneſs may 
= quality our miſeries here, but to be fully 
8 happy, we muſt ftay till hereafter; till thy 
"RA mercy 


| 
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tures: To increaſe cyery day our 
deſires of beholding thee in thine own 
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mercy brings us to our laſt great end; that 


$ glorious end for which our ſouls were 
made, and all things elſe to ſerve them in 
their way. 


V. 

It is not to ſport away our time in Plea- 
ſures, that thou, O Lord, haſt placed us 
here on Earth. It is not to gain a fair E 
ſtate, that thy kindneſs {till prolongs our 


1 days, but to do good to our ſelves and o- 
thers, and to glorify thee in a wiſe im- 


provement and regular uſe of oy Crean 
onging 


bright ſelf. By the goodneſs of thy Crea- 


tures we ſhould be inflamed with greater 


longings after thee, becauſe thou haſt all 


that goodneſs in thy ſelf: By the defect 
and inſufficiency of the creatures we ſhould 


increaſe our defires of thy ſelf, becauſe 


chou haſt all that goodneſs which they 


Want. v 
J. 

O glorious and chiefeſt good, whoſe in- 
finite ſweetneſs provokes and fatisfies all 
our appetites : May my entire affections des 
light inthee, above all the vain enjoyments 
of the world: Above all praiſe and empty 
honour, above all beauty and fading plea- 
| ure ; 
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ſure; above health, and all deceitful F 
riches; above all, power, and ſubrileſt 
knowledge; above even all that thy own 
bounty can give, and whatever is not thy 


very ſelf. 
VII. 


O may my wearied ſoul repoſe it ſelf in 5 


the center of eternal reſt. May I forget 


my ſelf to think on thee, and fill my me- 
mory with the wonders of thy Love: That 
infinite love, which when my thoughts 
conſider, not as they ought, alas! but as I i 
am able, the goods or ills of this world 
loſe their names, and yield not either re- 
liſh or diſtaſte. | 
a VIII. 

But the more I ſpeak of thee, the worſe 
I think of my ſelf; who have ſo little ad- 
mired, eſteemed, loved and imitated thee, 
who alone art worthy of all the honour, 
glory and ſervice, that I and all Creatures 
can render unto thee. 


The Pair x. 


O Bleſſed Jeſu, who wwaſt led as a ſheep to 
the Slaughter, let, IT beſeech thee, that ad- 
mirable example of meekne(ſs quench in me 
all . of anger and revenge, and work in 


ane ſuch a gentleneſs and calmneſs of ſpirit, 
| ot as 
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4s no provocation may ever be able to diſturb, 
Lora, grant Imay be ſo far from offering the 


Leaſt injury, that I may never return the 


$ greateſt, any otherwiſe than with prayers and 


ES kindneſs ; ſhewing all meekneſs unto all Men: 


= That putting on bowels of mercy, meekneſs, 


1 long-(uffering, thy peace may rule in my heart, 


and make it an acceptable habitation to thee, 
who art the Prince of Peace, to whom with 
the Father and the holy Spirit, be all honour 
and glory for ever. Amen, 


MEDITATION IV. 
On the Creation. 


Gen. i. 1. In the Beginning God created the 
Heavens and Earth. 


I. 

| us with reverence appear before 
the Majeſty of Heaven, and humble 

our ſelves in the preſence of his glory: 
let us bring forth our pſalms of praiſe, 
and ſing with joy to our great creator: 
he made us, not we our ſelves, and freely 
beſtowed upon us all the reſt of his crea- 
tures, to engage our hearts to love his 
oodneſs, and admire the riches of his in- 
nite bounty; our bodies he fram'd of 
the duſt of the earth, and gave us a ſoul 
after his own likeneſs: A ſoul, which all 


created 


158 
W created nature cannot fill, nor any thing 
below his own Immenſity. For himſelf he 
made us, and for his glorious kingdom ; 
that we might dwell with him in perfect 
s bliſs, and ſing his praiſes for ever. 

| II. 

Too glorious art thou, O Lord, in thy 
ſelf, and thy direct ray ſhines too bright 
for our eyes; yet we may venture to praiſe 
thee in thy works, and contemplate thee at 
leaſt reflected from thy creatures: in them 
we may ſafely behold our almighty maker, 
and freely admire the magnificence of our 
God. Heaven and earth are full of his great- 
neſs: Heaven and carth were created by 
his power: from him all the hoſt of hea- 
ven received their being; from him they 
have the honour to worthip in his Preſence. 

He kindled warmth and brightneſs in 
the ſun, and beauteouſly garniſhed the 
firmament with ſtars ; he ſpread the air, and 
ſtor'd it with flocks of birds: he gathered 
the waters, and repleniſh'd them with ſhoals 
of fiſhes: he eſtabliſhed the earth on a 
firm foundation, and richly adorn'd it with 
= innumerable varieties: every element is 
fil'd with his bleſſings, and all the world 
= With his liberal mercics: he ſpake the 
if word, 
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word, and they were made: he commands, 
and they are ſtill preſery'd: he governs all 
their motions in perfect order, and diſtri- 
butes to each its proper office; contriving 
the whole into one vaſt machine, a ſpacious 
theatre of his own unlimited Greatneſs. 
| IV. | 
O glorious architect of univerſal nature, 
vo diſpoſeſt all things in number, weight, 
and meaſure: how does thy wiſdom en- 
gage us to admire thee! how does thy 
goodneſs oblige us to love thee! how does 
thy greatneſs and ſupreme excellency com- 
mand us to reverence and ſtand in awe of 
thee! Not for themſelves alone, O gracious 
God, did thy hand produce the holy 
Angels; but partly to receive in charge 
thy little flock, and watch them in this 
Wwildernels, till thou gathereſt them to 
the folds of Bliſs. Not for themſelves at 
all, O bounteous Lord, were the reft of 
his huge creation fram'd; but to ſuſtain 
Hor lives in the way, and carry us on to 
ur ctcrnal home. | 


a * 
n * WISE 


5 


V. 
O may our ſouls firſt praiſe thee for them 
clves, and the excellent powers, which 
Whou haſt given them, and employ thoſe 
Powers in thy excellent Service. May we 
= praiſc 
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praiſe thee, O Lord, for all thy gifts; but 
infinitely above all, ſtill value the giver. WM 
May every bleſſmg be a motive of our gra- 
titude, and every creature a ſtep of approach 
towards thee. So ſhall we faithtully obſerve 
their end, and happily at laſt arrive at our 
own; uling them only to entertain us here, 
till our ſouls. be prepared for the life of 
Heaven; till they become full ripe for thee, | 
and then fly-away to ny holy preſence. 


How admirable is thy name, O Lord, 
over all the carth; how wiſe and gracious i 
the counſels of thy providence ! after thou 
hadſt thus prepared the world, as an houſe 
ready furniſh'd for man to inhabit, thy 
mighty hand framed our bodies of the duſt, 
and built them in a ſhape of uſe and beau- 
ty; thou didſt breath into us the ſpirit of 
life, and fit us with faculties proportion'd 
to our end; thou gaveſt us a ſoul to govern 
our bodies, and endueſt us with reaſon to 
command in our Souls. Thou revealedſt to 
us a law for the improvement of our rea- 
ſon, and cnableſt us by thy grace to ob- 
ſerve that law. 
VII. 


Thou madeſt us Lords over all thy crea- 
tures here below, and but little inferiour 
| to 
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| to thy glorious Angels above. Thou com- 


. pelleſt whole nature to ſerve us without 
W rcward, and deſigneſt us to love thee 


for our own happineſs. Thou deligneſt us 
an age of pure delights, in that ſweet and 
fruittul garden; where having led a long 
and pleaſant liſe, thou promiſedſt to tran- 
ſplant us to thine own Paradiſe. 
| VIII. 30 

All this thou didſt, O glorious God, the 
full poſſeſſor of univerſal bliſs: Not for 
any need thou hadſt of us, or the leaſt ad- 
vantage thou couldſt derive from our be- 
ing. All this thou didſt, O infinite good- 
neſs, the liberal beſtower of all that we 
poſſeſs; not for any merit, alas, of ours, 
Jor the leaſt motive we could offer to in- 
duce thee, but from thine own exceſſive 
charity, and the mere inclination of thine 
own rich nature; that empty we might re- 
ceive of thy fulneſs, and be partakers of 
thy overflowing 1 2 

So ſheds the generous Sun his beams, and 
freely ſcatters them on every ſide; gildin 
all the world with his bounteous light, „ 
kindly che riſhing it with his fruitful heat. 
And ſo doſt thou, and infinitely more, O 
thou God of , more perfections! 80 

b k we 


162 On the Creation. Part III. 
we confeſs thou doſt to us. But we, what 
return have we made to thee ? Have we con- 
ſidered well the end of our beings, and 
faithfully complied with thy purpoſe to 
ſave us? Ah wretched creatures that we 
arc, we neglect thy holy rules, and govern 
our actions by chance and humour. We 
quite forget our God that made us, and fill 
our heads with — that undo us. 


Pardon, O gracious Lord, our paſt in- 
gratitude, wm mercifully direct our time 
to come; teach every paſſage of our 955 3 
remaining life, to expreſs the acknowledg- 
ments due to thee. O make our ſenſes ſubject 

toour reaſon, and our reaſon intire ly obedient 
to thee: O make the whole creation con- 
ſpire to thine honour; and all that depend 
on thee join together in thy praiſe: This is Wi 
the only praiſe thou expecteſt from us, and 
the whole honour thou requireſt of thy 
creatures: That by ry the orders 
thou appointeſt here, in this lower region 
of motion and change, we may all grow 
up to be happy hereatter, in that ſtate off 

rmanency and cternal reſt. | 

Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all thi 
is within me bleſs his holy Name. Worth 
art thou, O Lord our God, to receive 8500 4 
wh EY _:/ 
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and honour, and power + Becauſe thou haſt 


created all things, and for thy will they are 
and were created. 


The PRA YER. 


LL thy works praiſe thee, O Lord, and 

thy Saints give thanks unto thee ; they 
ſhew the glory of thy Kingdom, and talk of 
thy power; that thy power, thy glory, and 
mightineſs of thy Kingdom may be known un- 
to Men, Thy Kingdom is an everlaſting 
Kingdom, and thy Dominion endureth through< 
out all ages. Thou art worthy, O Lora, to 
receive glory, and honour, and power ; for 
thou haſt created all things, aud for thy plea- 
ſure they are and were created, Thou art the 
ſole Lord and Proprietor of all things thous 


on- Vaſt made; all things do neceſſarily depend on 
end thee, and it is in thee only we live and move, 
is is and have our being; thou madeſt Man for thy 
and ſelf ; and all things viſible for Man; give me 
thy grace, I beſeech thee, humbly to admire and 


adore thy infinite fulneſs of being in thy ſelf, 
and thy immenſe liberality to us, and merci- 
fully carry on the whole creation to its end; 
vouchſafing ſo to order all thy creatures about 
us, by thy grace, that they may attain their 
perfeftion in duly ſerving us, and we ours in 
erernally enjoying t hee, through our Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt % Sor, and our alone Saviour and | 
Reacemer. Amen. | 
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” MEDITATION v. 
On the Divine Perſections. 


Matth. v. 48. Be ye 1 per fed, even 
as your Father which is in Heaven is perfect. 
10% J. 
bt Hs let us ſing the praiſes of our 
God, and joytully recite his divine 
perfections: His being is of himſelf alone, 
and no dependance his eternal eſſence 
knows. His knowledge fathoms the ex- 
tent of all things, and with his power hc 
commands them as he pleaſes. His Good- 
neſs is ſupremely infinite, and all his glo- 
rious attributes tranſcendently adorable. 
Come let us ſing the praiſes of our God, 
and joytully recite his divine perfections. 
He 1s the ſource of all felicity, eternally 
full of his own unchangeable bliſs. Be- 
tore time began, he was; and when the 
Sun muſt loſe its light, his day will remain 
the ſame for ever. 


| / II. | 

This great, this good God, is as well the 
moſt exqui/ite beauty, as the only god. We i 
admire the light of the Sun, the regularity 
of its motions, the efficacy of its heat, and 
the juſt and orderly revolutions of all the 
heavenly bodies. But thou muſt know, 
| n O my 
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O my _ that all theſe excellencies are 
and flow from God, and are indeed but 
feeble images of his adorable Majeſty. 
The light of the Sun is but as darkneſs to 
him, and the moſt excellent exalted ſouls, 
if compared to his incomprehenſible Un- 
derſtanding, are carthly, creeping, wretch- 
cd beings. For, 
III. 

He is a ſpirit moſt pure and holy, and in- 
finite in all perfections, in power, and 
knowledge, and goodneſs ; he is eternal, 
immutable, and omnipotent, moſt wiſe 
and juſt, moſt happy and glorious and all- 
ſufficient, moſt gracious and merciful, and 
tender, and benign, and liberal, and be- 
neficient: He is the original and fountain 
of all that is good or amiable; He is Be- 
ing it ſelf, and it is in him that we ive, 
move, and have our Being. Out of him we 
have nothing, we can do nothing + He is the 
Father and Prop of our Being, the Conſo- 
latein of our lives, and the ſole Arbiter of 
our fate, upon whom our everlaſting well 
or ill being depends. | | 
IV. | 
= lt is therefore highly meet and right, 
chat we ſhould own and acknowledge his 

divine perfections, by a ſuitable exerciſe 
= M 3 of | 
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of all our powers and faculties, that we 
ſhould contemplate his ſuperlative excel- 
lence with the deepeſt awe, reverence and 
admiration; that we ſhould love and de- 
fire him with the full bent and ſpring of 
our ſouls, that we ſhould fix and concen- 
ter upon him all our paſſions and affections; 
that we ſhould make him our end and cen- 
ter, the center of our deſires, and the end 
of our actions; that we ſhould deſpiſe our 
ſclvcs and the whole creation, in compari- 
ſon of him; and that we ſtudy to pleaſe 
this abſolutely perfect being, that we may 
at laſt be admitted to the glorious com- 
munications of his infinite perfections. 
V 
The heaven of heavens is the palace of 


bis glory, and all created nature the Sub- 


jects ot his dominions: In his preſence 
the brighteſt ſeraphim cover their faces, 
and all the bleſſed ſpirits bow down their 
heads at his footſtool. It is the loved im- 
e of thoſe bleſſed ſpirits to ſing a- 
oud the eminent perfections of their God 
and ours. Let us then itretch our utmoſt 
thoughts to exalt his divine Greatneſs. 
VI. p 
But, O moſt glorious and dreadful Dei- 


praiſe 
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praiſe? How dare our ſin-polluted lips 
pronouce thy Name? or where ſhall wWe 
find expreſſions fit for thee ? We cannot 
praiſe thee according to thine excellent greats 
neſs, for thy Name is exalted above all bleſ= 
fings and 2 all we can ſay is nothing 
to thy unſpea ble excellency, all we. can 
think but a faint ſhadow of thy uncon- 
ceivable beauties; even the voice of angels 
is too low to reach thy worth, and their 
higheſt ſtrains fall infinitely ſhort of thee. 
Only in this ſhall thy ſervants rejoice, and 
all the powers of our ſouls be glad, that 
thy ſelf alone art thine own full praiſe, 
that thine own incomprehenſible power, 
thine own unlimited wiſdom, thine own 
unſpeakable N _ thee. 

Yea, All thy works praiſe thee, O Lord, 
and thy Saints give thanks unto thee; for it 
is a good thing to praiſe God and exalt his 
Name, and with honour to ſhew forth all his 
works ; therefore be not ſlack to praiſe him, 
Thou art worthy to be praiſed with all pure 
and holy praiſe ; therefore let thy Saints praiſe 
thee with all thy creatures, and let thi wy} ain + 
and thine Elect praiſe thee for ever. t 


. M 4 | The 
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The PRA YER. 


I. 

O Moſt glorious God, thou art the moſt ex- 
cellent nature, the perfection of all beau- 

ty, and the fountain of all graces. Thy be- 
eng ſtaudeth like the ſtrong Mountains, a4 
n perfeftions are like the great Deep. Thou 
ww 4/ways waſt and ever wilt be happy withour 
ng 75s, or any of the praiſes that we or any other 
Creatures are able to render unto thee. It is 
wwe poor beggarly things, that ſtand in need 
of thy continued grace and love, who art the 
Father of our ſpirits, the only hope and ſtay 
of our hearts, the joy, and filling, and ſatisfy- 
ing good, in whom alone our deſires can meet 


| 2%, perfect aeſt rnd 75 e. 
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When I conſider all this Tam amazed at my 
own ſtupidity, that T ſhould not fear thee, aua 
reverence thee, ana love thee, ana ſeek thy 
ore and favour above all things, by ſtudying 
70 pleaſe thee in univerſal obedience to thy 

= -//e4 will. But Þ ſte, O my Goa, the reaſon 
why 1 am no better affected towards thee, is, 
becauſe I ſeldom contemplate thy divine per- 
Fectious; my eyes are weak, and cannot bear 
the ſpit ndors of thy light, aud I do not fre- 
quently enough conſider and deeply pouder 
aht confeſs thou art, and in what relation 
1 and to thy divine Majeſty. 
ne! III. 
O my Goa, have pity upon me, and fixce 
with- 
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without holineſs no Man ſhall ſee thee, 4o thou, 
I beſeech thee, purify my ſoul, and enlighten 
Wy underſtanding, that I my behold thy face 
nin righteouſneſs, and be ſatisfied with thy like- 
E neſs. O let thy beauties ſo attract my thoughts 
and deſires, that I may look for thee in holineſs, 
and behold thy power aud thy glory. TÞ can- 
not now ſee it but in a glaſs darkly, but thou 
= -a/: told us, that thoſe who are pute in heart, 
Hall hereafter ſee thee Face to Face; grant 
therefore, O bleſſed Goa, that I may ſo love, 
fear and ſerve rhee here, that I may behold 
aud enjoy thee, as thou art i thy infinite ſelf, 
Vor ever hereafrer, through the merits and 
ſatisfation of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt oun 
Lord. Amen, 


MEDITATION VI. 
Of the Divine Love. 


| 1 John iv. 8. God is Love. 
Rom. viii. 38, 39. For I am perſwaded, 
hat neither death, nor life, nor Angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things pre- 
ſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able 
to ſeperate us from the Love of God, which 
75 in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 


ET us conſider, O Lord our God, 
let us thankfully remember what thou 
. art 
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art to us: Thou art the great beginning 
of our nature, and glorious end of all our 
actions; thou art the overflowing ſource 
from whence we ſpring, and the immenſe O- 
cean unto which we tend. Thou art the 
free beſtower of all we poſſeſs, and faithful 
promiſer of all we hope for: Thou art the 


ſtrong ſuſtainer of our lives, and ready de- 
liverer from all our enemies. Thou art | 
the mercitul ret our ſins, and boun- 


teous rewarder of our obedience. Thou 
art the only wiſe God, and the only ſafe 
conductor of this life's pilgrimage: Thou 
art the ever-bleſſed God, and the eternal 
reſt of our wearied ſouls. 
Il. 

Such words, alas, our narrowneſs is con- 

ſtrained to uſe, when we endeavour to ſpeak 


thy bounties. Wider a little can our 


thoughts extend, yet infinitely leſs than 


the leaſt of thy mercies. Tell us thy ſelf, 


O 2 God; one word of thine ex- 
preſſes more than all the eloquence of men 
and angels: Tell us thy ſelf, O thou mild 
inſtructor of the ignorant, what thou art 
to us. Say to our ſouls, thou art our ſal- 


vation; but ſay it ſo, that we may hear 


thee, gladly will we run aſter the ſound 
1 0¹ 


irt II. Of the Divine Tote 17 
f that voice, and hope by following it to 
find out thee. 15 | 


When we have found thee once, O thou 
Woy of our hearts! never let us loſe thee © 


again; never let us turn our eyes ftom thee ; 


0 


but ſtedfaſtly fix them on thy glorious face. 


Puffer us not to go, till thou haſt given us 
= thy bleſſing; and then may thy bleſſing 
bind us faſter to thee. To know thee, 0 
Lord, is the higheſt learning, and to ſee 
chy face, the only happineſs. To know 
our ſelves is the trucſt wiſdom, and to ice 
W our own poverty * * riches. 
Lt us now conſider, O Lord, our God, 
let us humbly remember what we are to 
W thee. We, who alas! are nothing in our 
W iclvcs, what can we be to thy immenſity? 
Thou, Lord, who art all things in thine 
Jon rich felt, what canſt thou receive 
from our poverty? This only we are to 
thee, O great Creator, the unthankful ob- 
jects of all thy bounties: This only we 
arc to thee, O dear Redecmer, the un- 
worthy caulc of all thy ſufferings. Guilt 
vt committed the crime, and thou with 
thine innocency endureſt the puniſhment ; 
We went altray from the path of life, 20 | 
| thy 4 


own ſalvation. Vet happy we are in this, 


172 | 
thy mercy came down from Heaven to 
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ſeck us; to ſeck us in the wilderneſs where 


we had loft our ſelves, and bring us home 1 


1 


to the diſcipline of thy love. 
V. 


Lord, what are we, that thou ſhouldſt 


thus regard ſuch poor, vile and inconſider- | 


able wretches! What can our good will | : 


avail thy bliſs, that with ſo many charms 


thou wooeſt us to love thee? What can 


1 * 


our enmity ap * thy content, that thou 


doſt threaten ſo ſeverely, if we love thee i 


not? Is there not miſery enough in living 
deſtitute of thy bliſsful love? Yes, dear 
Lord, thou knoweſt there is; and that's the 
only cauſe which moy'd thy goodneſs to 


court our affections. 
. 


Thou know'ſt, we elſe would caſt away 
our ſelves by doating on the follies of this 
deceitful word; thou knoweſt the danger 
to which by nature we are expoſed; and 
therefore ſtriveſt, by greateſt fears and 
hopes, and by all the wiſeſt arts of love 
and bounty, to draw us to thy ſelf, and 
advance us to thy Kingdom. But oh, un- 
happy we! whole forwardneſs requires ſo 
ſtrange proceeding, to force upon us our 


that 
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| to What our wants have met ſo kind a hand, 
cre hat our God is good, and that his good=- 
me neſs needs but our emptineſs to engage him 
Wo fill us, and nothing but our mitery to 
WSnove him to make us happy. O thou 
dit ¶ boundleſs and bottomleſs love! What 
er- kongue is able to expreſs thy beneficence, 
vill hat has prepared and promiſed a Heaven 
ms Wot cndleſs joys, only to tempt and bribe 
dan thy creatures, to do what is good for them- 
Nelves; and without any proſpect or ſelf- 
advantage, has obliged us to be our own 
bene factors by promiſing to reward us for 
Wbcing ſo, with a moſt glorious and bliſs- 
Wt ul immortality. | 
| VII 


Lord, without thee, what's all the world 
: to us, but a flying dream of buſy vanities? 
ay lt promiſes indeed a paradiſe of bliſs, but 
ais fall it performs is an empty cloud; thy joys 
cr alone make he only ſolid Heaven. rd, 
nd Without thee, what arc we to our ſelves, 
nd but the wretched cauſes of our own ruin! 
ve e, till thou gaveſt us being, were pure- 
ad y nothing; more remov'd from happineſs, 
n- Fhan the moſt miſerable of thy Creatures. 
ſo nd now thou haſt made us, we wholly de- 
ur end on thee, and periſh N if 
is, hou withdraweſt thy hand. 


at 


VIIL 
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FE VIII. 


| 


Thou without us, art the ſame all-glori- F 


ous eſſence, being full of thy own.eternal 


felicity ; without us thy royal throne ſtands | 
firm for cver; and all the powers of Hea- | 
ven obey thy pleaſure. Pity, O gracious | 
Lord, our imperfect nature, whoſe every | 


circumſtance is ſo contrary to thine. Thou 
dwelleſt above in the manſions of glory, 


and we below in houſes of clay; thou art 
immortal, and thy day out-lives all time; 
we are every moment going downwards to 
our graves. Thou art immenſe, and thy] 
preſence fills the Heavens; but the greateſt 
of us, alas, how little are we: Two yards 


of air contain us while we live, and a few 
ſpans of earth ſuffice us at our death. Thou 
art almighty power, all ſufficient fulneſs; 
we are poverty 2 it ſelf. 
When, O my God, ſhall theſe diſtances 
meet together? When ſhall theſe extreams 
embrace cach other? We know they once 
were miraculouſly joined in the ſacred Per- 
ſon of thy eternal Son, when the King ot 
Heaven ftoop'd down to Earth, and grafted 
into his own Perſon the nature of Man. 
We hope they once again ſhall be happily 
united in the bliſsful viſion of thy glorious 


Selt 
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Self, when we ſhall be like thee, by ſeeing 
thee as thou art; when the Children of 
this Earth ſhall be exalted to Heaven, and 
made partakers of thy divine Nature. But 
are there no means for us here below? O 
thou infinitely high and glorious God! Is 
there no way to approach towards thee, to 
diminiſh at leaſt this -uncomfortable diſ- 
tance? There is none but the way of holy 
love, which none can attain but by thy 
free gift. 4 


Nor muſt we ſinners dare to ask thou 
ſhouldſt love us, being infinitely unworthy 
to be called thy ſervants: Rather let us 
humbly beg thy grace that we may love 
thee, who art ſo many ways worthy of 
more than our hearts. And yet, O deareſt 
Lord, unleſs thou firſt love us, and ſweet- 
ly draw us by thy gentle hand, never ſhall 
we be ſo happy as to love thee: Nor ever 
happy unleſs we love thee. O bountitul 
God! toall thy favours, add this one more, 
of making us eſteem thee above them all. 
Be thou to us our God and all things, and 
make us nothing in our own eyes. Be thou 
our whole everlaſting delight, and ler no- 
thing elſe be any thing to us. Vanity of 

vani- 


— 
o 
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vanities, all is vanity, but the love of God, 
and the hope of enjoying him. 


| The PRAYEKk. + 
| I. 
| O Moſt gracious God, and moſt kind and 
| merciful Father, thou art the beſt Friend 
1 have in all the world, ana haſt ſhewed a 
F 7houſand times more love to me than ever 1 
t ſpewwed to my ſelf; but vile and ungrateful 
F that I am, TI cen think of all thy gooaneſs 
wth cold and frozen affettions, and feel none 
of the impreſſions of thy love. There is a dark 
cloud of ignorance ſpread over my ſoul, that 
intercepts thy beams, I cannot fully know 
Hou lovely thou art. 
II. 
O do thorn open and fix my eyes upon thee, 
who art Love it ſelf as well as altogether love- 
ly; iuſpire me with ſuch clear and lively ap- 
prebenſions of thy eſſential beauties and per- 
Fections, and of thy bountiful love and bound- 
| Jeſs benevolence to all thy creatures, as may 
every day more and more raiſe and improve my 
Ive to thee. It is the ſole excellency of my 
ature, that I am capable of loving thee ; ana 
it is myglorious privileage, that thou art pleaſ- 
ea to accept ſuch a worthleſs thing as my love. 
O do thou kindle and inflame this divine fire 
within my breaſt, and let it melt away all my 
| ſecret repignances and averſations to my duty, 
and mould and temper my will to thy bleſſes 


_— 
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will, that my duty may be no longer a burthen 
to me, but I may with the ſame complacency 
and delight do the will of thee my Father upon 
Earth, as it is done by my brethren in Heaven, 
aud at the laſt be made happy with them, in 

8 /erving and adoring thee for ever. Amen. 


Of DIVINE LOVE. 
By E. V. Eſq; 


I. 
HE Grecian Muſe has all their Gods 

$ ſurviv d. | 
Aer Jove at us, nor Phoebus is arriv d. 
Fail deities, which firſt the poets made, 
Aud then invok'd to give their fancies aid! 
1% if they fill divert us with their rage, 
= bat may be hop'd for in a better ages 
ben not from Helicon's imagin d ſpring, 
Bat ſacred writ, we borrow what we ing 
This with the fabric of the World begun, 
Elder than light, and ſtall out-laft the Sun, 

II 


Before this oracle, {like Dagon) 4 
De falſe pretenders, Delphos, Hammon, fall ; 
Long ſince deſpis'd, and filence they afford, _- 
HAuncur and triumph to th' eternal Nord. 
F III. | 
As late philoſophy our globe has grac'd 
romling earth among the planets plac 4 5 
N 9 
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So has this book entitled us to heav'n, 
Aud rules to guide us to that manſion gin; 
Tells the conditions, how our peace was made, 
And is or pledge for the great author's aid. 

| His power in nature's ampler book we find, 

| But the leſs volume . his mind. 


"5 
* 


This light unknown, bold Epicurus taught, i 
That his bleft gods vouchſafe us not a thought; 


j 5 
4 
* * 


But unconcern d, let all below them ſlide, 1 

As fortune does our human wiſdom guide. ip 
. 85 

Religion thus remov d, the ſacred yoke, 

And band of all ſociety is broke - 

What uſe of oaths, of promiſe, or of Teft, 

Where men regard no God but intereſt f 

What endleſs war woald jeatous Nations tear, 

Tf none above did witneſs what they ſwear? 

Sad fate of unbelievers (and yet juſt) 

Among themſelves to find ſo little truſt! 

Were ſcripture ſilent, nature would proclaim, 

Without a God, our 8 75 and our ſhame. 


= as 5 EE <4 a} m 


Zo know our thoughts, the objeciꝭ of his eyes, 
Js the firſt flep tow'rds being good or wiſe; Mi 
Tor though with judgment we on things reflect, 
Our will determines, not our intellect; 
Slaves to their paſfion, reaſon men employ, 
, Only to compaſs what they would enjoy ; 
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His fear, to guard us from our ſelves, we need, 
And ſacred writ our _ does exceed. 

I 


Hr tho heav'n ſbetus the glory of the Lord, 
8 7:t ſomething ſhines more gloricus in his word; 
= His mercy this (which all his works exce}l) 
= His tender kindneſs and compaſſion tell. 
n bill we, inform'd by that celeſtial book, 
; Uno ſbe bowels of _ _ look. 
Love there reveal d, which never ſpall hade end, 
= or had beginning, ſhall our ſong commend, 
= Deſcribe it ſelf, and warm us with that flame, 
I bich firft from Hear 6 to make us happy came. 
7 . 1 
Dye fear of hell, or aiming to be bleſt, 
Favours too much of "pn intereſt ; | 
Lis mov'd not Moſes, nor the zealous Paul, 
Vo for their friends abandon'd ſont and all © 
greater yet, from heav'n to hell deſcends, 
L To ſave, and make his enemies ſuch friends. 
V bat line of praiſe can fathom ſuch a love, 
= hich reach d the loweſt bottom from above? 
; The royal prophet that extended grace, A 
Fron 3 to earth, meaſur d but half that 
1 Pace; 1 
Die law was Tegnant and confin'd his thought, 

Hell was not conquer d when that poet wrote; 
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| Heav'n was ſcarce heard of, until he came down 
Lo make the region, where love triumphs known. 


| The-early love of creatures, yet unmade, 
o frame the world th? Almighty did perſuade ! 
For love it was that firſt created light, 
Mov'd on the waters, chas d away the night ; 
From the rude chaos, and beſto new grace, 
On things diſpos d of to their proper place; 
Some toreft here, and ſome to ſhine above, 
Earth, ſea, and hea n, were all th effects of love. 
Anũ love would be return d, but there was none, 
That to themſelves or _ yet were known. 
The world a palace was, without a gueſt, 
Till one apears that muſt excel the reſt. 
One like the author, whoſe capacious mind, 
Might by the glorious work the maker find; 
Might meaſure heav'n,and give each ſtar a name, 
With art and courage the rough ocean tame; 
Over the globe with ſwelling ſails might go, 
And that is round, by his experience know ; 
+ Make /frongeft beaſts obedient to his will, 
Aud ſerde his uſe the 2 earth to till. 
1 II. 

When by his word, God had accompliſbd all, 
Nan to create he did a counſel call; 
Imploy'd his hand to give the duft he took, 

A graceful figure and majeſtick lool. 3 
| | FA 
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With his own breath, condey d into his Breaſt, 
Life, and a ſoul fit to command the reſt; 
orthy alone to celebrate his name, 
For ſuch a gift, and tell from whence it came. 
Birds ſing his praiſes in a wilder note, 
But not with laſting numbers, and with thought, 
Man's great prerogative; but above all 
His grace abounds to ood 165 favourites fall. 
I he create, it is a world he makes; 
he be angry, the creation ſpakes . 
From his juſt wrath, our guilty parents fled, 
K 1 earth, but bruis'd the ſerpent's 
| head. 
Amidſt tbe florm his bounty did exceed, 
In the rich promiſe of the virgins ſeed; 
Tho juſtice death, as ſutisfadion, craves, 
Love finds a way to _ us from our graves. 


Not willing terror ſhould his image move, 

He gives a pattern of eternal Love. 

His ſon deſcends to treat a peace with thoſe, 

Which were and muſt have ever been his foes; 

Poor he became, and leſt his glorious ſeat, 

8 7o make us humble and to make us great, 

= Hs buſineſs here was happineſs to give 

Jo thoſe whoſe malice could not let him live. 

Legions of angels, which he might have us d 
For us reſolv d to periſh, he refus'd. 

= 0-435 While 
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| While they ſtood ready to prevent his bofs, 

| Love took him up, and nail'd him to the Croſs. Þ 
Immortal love, which in his bowels reigu d, 
That we might be by ſuch a love conſtrain d 
To make return of love; upon this pole, 

Our duty does, and our religion rowl. 

To love, is to believe; to hope, to know ; 

*T18 an eſſay, g taſte o { ores below. 


He to proud potentates would not be known; 

Of thoſe that lov'd him, be was hid from none; | 

Till love appear, we live in anxious doubt; 

But ſmoak will vaniſh, when that flame breaks 

oul, 

This is the fire that would conſume our dreſs, 

Refine and make us Ly by the loſs, | 
nn 

Could we forbear diſputes, and pradliſe lote, 

We ſhould agree as angels do above, 

Where love preſides, not vice alone does find | 

No entrance there, but virtues ſtay bebind. 

Both faith and hope, and all the meaner traii | 

Of moral virtues at the door remain; 

Love only enters as a native there. 

For born in Heav'n, it does but ſojourn here. 

| 5 XVII. 

He that alone would wiſe and mighty be, 

Commands that others love as well as he. 
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Love as he lov'd, how can we ſoar ſo high 
He can add wings when he commands to fly; 
Nor ſhould we be with this command dif may'd, 
He that example gives will give his aid. 
For he took fleſh, that where his precepts fail, 
His practice as a pattern may prevail. 
His love at once, and dread infruds our thought, 
As man he ſuffer'd, and as God he taught; 
Will for the deed be takes, we may with eaſe 
Obedient be, for if we love we pleaſe. 
XVIII. 
Weak tho we are, to love is no hard task, 
And love for love is all, that Heaven does as 
Love, that wou d all men juſt and temperate mae, 
Kind to themſelves, and others for his ſake. 
77% with our minds, as with a fertile ground, 
Wanting this love, they muſt with weeds abound, 
Unruly paſſions, whoſe effects are worſe 
Thanthorns and thi te /pri nging fromthe curſe, 


To glory man or miſery is born ; 

Of 23 foe —_ or the ſcars: 

Wretch'd he is, or happy in extream ; 

— 4 in himſelf, but great in Heav us eſteem. 
ith love, of all created things the beſt ; 

Without it more pn than the reſt. 


For greedy wolves unguarded ſheep devour 
But whik their hunger laſts, and then give o er; 
4 e 
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Mass boundleſs avarice his want exceeds, 
Aid on his neighbours round about him feeds. 
| His Pride and vain Ambition are ſo vaſt, 

ll 

If 


| 


That deluge-like they lay whole nations waſte: | 
Debauches and exceſs ¶ tho“ with leſs noiſe} 
As great a portion of mankind deſtroys. 
The beaſts and monſters Hercules oppreſt, 
Might in that age ſome provinces infeſs : 
Theſe more deſtructide monſters. are the bane 
Of every age, and in all nations reign 
But { 001 would vaniſh, if the world were ble 
With ſacred love, 8 they are repreft, | 
Impendent death, and guilt that threatens hell, 
Are 9 ful gueſts, which here with mortals 
well, by 
And a vex d conſcience mingling with their joy | 
Thoughts of defpair, does their whole life annoy ; 
But love appearing, all thoſe terrors fly ; 
Mie live comented, and contented die. 6 
They in whoſe breaſt this ſacred love has place, 
Death as a paſſage to their joy embrace. 
| XXII. 7 | 
Clouds and thick vapours which obſcure the day, 
The Sun's vicrorious beams may chaſe away ; 
Thoſe which our life corrupt and darken love, i 
The nobler flars muſt from the ſoul remove; 
Spots are obſero'd in that which bounds the year, 
This brighter Sun moves in a boundleſs .f a } 


Dis iron age, ſo fraudulent and bold, 
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Of Heaven the joy, the glory and the light, 


Shines among Angels, and admits no nig bi 
XXIII. 


8 Touch'd with that love, would be an age of gold; 
Not as they feign'd, thatOaks ſhould honey drop, 
Or land neglected bear an unſown Crop; 
Love would make all things eaſy, ſafe and cheap; 
None for himſelf would either ſow or reap. 
Oar ready help, and mutual love would yield 
A nobler harveſt than the richeſt field; 
Famine and dearth, confin'd to certain parts, 
Extended are, by barrenneſs of hearts. 
Some pine for want, while others ſurfeit now, 
But then we ſhould the uſe of plenty know / 
Love would betwixt the rich aud needy land, 
And ſpread Heav'n's bounty with an equal 
hand; 
At once the givers and receivers bleſs, 
Encreaſe their joy, _ m_ their ſuff rings leſs. 
1 


Who for himſelf no miracle would make, 
Diſpens'd with nature for the people's ſakes. 
He that loug-faſting would no wonder ſhow, 
Made Looves and fiſhes, as they eat them, grow, 
Of all his power, which boundleſs was above, 
Here he us'd none, but to expreſs his love; 
And ſuch a love would. make our joy exceed, 
Not when our own, but other mouths = 5 
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XXV. 

Laws would be uſeleſs, which rude nature awes ; 

Love changing nature, would prevent the laws. 

Tvgers and lions into dens we thruſt, 

But milder creatures with their freedom truſt ; 

Devils are chain d, and tremble, but the ſpouſe 

M force but love, nor bond but bounty knows. 

Men, whom we now ſo fierce and dangerous ſee, 

Would guardian angels to each other be. 

Such wonders can this mighty love perform, 
Vultures to doves, wobves into Iambs transform. 
XXVI. 

Love what Iſaiah propheſied can do, 

Exalt the valleys, lay the mountains lom; 

Humble the lofty, the dejected raiſe, 

Smooth and make ſtrait our rough and crooked 
Ways. 

Love 8 death, and like it, levels all, 

With that poſſeſt, the great in title fall; 

Themſelves efteem but equal to the leaſt 

Whom heav'n with that high character has bleſt. 


+ This love, the center of our union, can 


Alone beſtow compleat repoſe on man; 

Tame his wild 2 make imward peace, 

And foreign ſtrife among the nations ceaſe. 
3 XXVII. Yo 

No martial trumpet ſhall difturb our reſt, 

Nor princes arm, tho' to ſubdue the eqſt; 


Where 


— 
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Where for the tomb ſo many heroes, taught 
By thoſp that guided their devotion, fought. 
Thrice happy ue could we like ardor have, 
To gain his love, as they to win his grave. 
Love as be low'd, a love ſo unconfir'd, 
With arms extended, to embrace mankind, 
Self-love would ceaſe, or be dilated, when, 
We ſhould behold as many ſelves, as men, 
All of one family, in bleod all ty'd, 
His precious blood, that for our ranſom dy d. 
XVIII. 
Tho' the creation, ſo divinely taught, 
Such a bright lively image in our thought, 
And the firſt ſpark of new created light, 
From chaos firuck, affes our preſent ſight : 
Zet the firſt chriſtians did eflteem more bleſt 
The day of riſing, than the day of reſt; 
That every week might new occaſion give, 
To make his triumph in their memory live. 
Then let our muſe compoſe a ſacred charm, 
To keep his blood among us ever warm, 
And ſinging as the paſſed do above, 
With our laſt breath dilate this flame of love. 
XXIX. 
But on ſo vaſt a ſulject, who can find, 
Words that may reach th ideas of his mind? 
Our language fails, or if it could ſupply, 


What mortal thought can raiſe it ſelf ſo high? 
De- 


* 
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Deſpairing here we might abandon art, | 
And only hope to have it in our heart; ; 
But tho we find this ſacred task to hard, | 


Zet the deſign, th endeavour brings reward; . 

The contemplation does ſuſpend our woe, 14 

And makes a truce with all the ills we know. 

XXX. 

As Saul's afflicted ſpirit from the ſound 

Of David's harp 8 pleaſant ſolace found ; 

So on this theme, while we our muſe engage, 

No wounds are felt of fortune or of age. 

On divine love to meditate is peace, ; 

And makes all care of meaner things to ceaſe. 

Ama d at once, and comforted to find 

A boundleſs pom 'r ſo infinitely kind; 

The ſoul contending to that light to fly 

From her dark cell, we practiſe how to die : 

Imploying thus the poet's winged art, 

To reach this love, and grave it in our heart. 
| XXXI. 

Foy ſo compleat, ſo ſolid and ſevere, 

Would leave no room for meaner pleaſures there; Wi 

Pale 72 would looł, as ſtars that muſt be gone, 


+? 
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— 
4 


1 


r r 
— 4 


9 


When from the eaft the riſing ſun comes on. 
5 
j 
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| MEDITATION VIL 


| Of God's Benefits. 


an. ciii. 1. Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and 
5 forget not all his Benefits. 


I. , 
Rom thy goodneſs, O Lord, we derive 
| our being: And from the ſame rich 
oodneſs our continuance to be. If thou 
Vithdraweſt thy hand but for one ſingle 
moment, we inſtantly return to our firſt 
Wnothing. From all our enemies thy provi- 
Wdcnce defends us, and covers our heads in 
: he day of danger. 'Thou ſendeſt in thy 
grace to relieve our weakneſs, and diſap- 
Wpointeſt the temptations, that threaten to 
undo us. Here thy almighty power ſuſtains 
Wour life, and mercifully allows us ſpace to 
Wrepcnt; that by well employing the time 
Wrhou lendeſt us, we may wiſcly A for 
ternity. Thou ſtill poureſt thy benefits 
„ pon us, and ſhall we neglect our duty to 
. hee? bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and for= | 
i get not all, nor any of his benefits; but ſtill Þ} 
j 


2 


5 

ore thy God that preſerves thec. 

g II. 

Be thou eternally ador'd, O God of our 
alvation, and may thy praiſes be ſung by 
| =y 


1 _ ſin and death, and cruſh in pieces the 


ſuch means, that nothing can undo us but i 
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thy ſervants for ever. When our firſt Pa- 
rents had diſobey'd thy precepts, to the 
ruin of themſclves, and their whole poſteri- 
ty, thy mercy immediately 8 a re- 
medy, and graciouſly promiſed a powerful 


a et Hounds ak 


Redeemer. A Redeemer that ſhould con- 


erpent's head, who drew us into miſery, | 
A Redeemer that ſhould fully repair the 
breaches of mankind, and render our con- 
dition better than before; enlighten our 
eyes with a clearer view of thoſe excellent 
truths, that belong to our peace, and ſup- 
porting our nature with a ſtronger grace, 
to bear us ſafely up through all encounters, | 
till we arrive at the land of reſt, and be 
received for ever into that glorious king- 
dom. 

III. 


Obleſſed eſu, our ſtrength and our guide; ; 
who knoweſt and pitieſt our weak capaci- 
ties, who in thy tender care has contrived | 


Py - 4 


—— — em 
= 
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our own perverſeneſs, 1 the wil- 
ful love of fin and death! How caſy haſt WW 
thou made the way to Heaven? How light is 
the burthen thou layeſt on thy ſervants? It is 
not only to believe in thee the God of truth, 
but to love thee our greateſt benefactor F 
| and! 


. 

and we perfectly fulfil every branch of thy 
e law. It is but deſiring to ſee thee, our ſu- 
preme beatitude, and we are ſure to poſſeſs 
Fan eternity of joy. 5 

l 


Bleſſed, O my God, be the wiſdom of 
thy providence; that alone knows the way 
to draw good out of evil: That not only 
reſtores us to our firſt degree, but makes 
even our fall rebound us to a greater height. 
Lord, asthy goodneſs turnsall things to the 
advantage of thy elect, O may the elect 
praiſe thy goodneſs in all things: Admira- 
YB ble wert thou, O Lord, in thy merciful 
Wpromiſe, but infinitely more in thy wonder- 
ful performance. Thou didſt not depute 
an angel to ſupply thy place, nor entruſt fo 
great a work to the management of a Sera- 
phim; but thy ſelf didſt bow the Heavens 
and come down, and with thy own bleſt 
hands work our e e 
d . 

f Thy ſelf didſt take upon thee our frail 

nature, and vouchſafe to be born of an hum- 
le Virgin; condeſcending to the weak- 
cs of a child, a child whoſe parents were 


* 


„re 


—2 


n 


lining the mean entertainment of a ſtable: 
how unfit for the birth of the King of 
Heaven! 
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oor and uncſteem'd in the world; not de- 


4 


| 
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Heaven! But contenting thy ſelf with the 
cradle of a manger, and the uncaſy lodging 
on a bed of ſtraw, refuſing the ſoft accom- 
modation of the rich, to undergo the in- 
conveniencies of a poor ſtranger: Only the 
— ſtood waiting on thee, and 
provided as he was able, tor his helpleſs 
family; only thy piteous Mother dearly 
embraced thee, and wrapt thy tender limbs 
in ſwadling cloaths. 
VI. 

Wonder, O Heaven, and be amazed, O 
Earth, and every creature humbly bow 
your heads; bow and adore this incompre- 
henſib e myſtery; The word was made fleſp i 
and dwelt among us. But moſt of all, let us 
| who are moſt concerned, the baniſhed if 
children of unfortunate Adam; let us bow 
down our faces to the duſt, and proſtrate, 


— 


adore ſo unſpeakable a mercy. Behold, i 
thus low my Saviour ſtoop'd for me, to 
check the pride of my corrupted nature. 
Behold, thus low he ſtoop'd to take me i e 
t 


from the ground, and raiſe me to the feli- 
cities of his own kingdom. | 
| II. 
Lift up thy voice with Joy, O my ſoul, 
and ns Hoſanna to the new-born Jeſus: Wil 
Call 


his bleſſed angels to celebrate his 
birth 
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birth, and repeat afreſh that heavenly an- 
them, Glory be to God on high, on earth peace, 
good ill towards men; rejoice all you faith- 
tul nations of the carth, when you hear 
the ſweet Name of our dear Redeemer: 
Rejoice, and with your bended knees and 
hearts adore the bleſſed Jeſus. He is the 
Son of the cver-living God, equally parti- 
cipating the glories of his Father: He is 
that great Meias, whom the Prophets fore- 
told, and all the ancient Saints ſo long 
expected. 1 | 
VII. | 
At length, in the fulneſs of time, he 
came in perſon to viſit our miſerable world: 
He came with hands full of miracles, and 
cvery miracle full of mercy. He made 
the crooked become ſtrait, and the lame to 
walk and leap for joy: He opened the ears 
ot the deaf, and gave light to them that were 
born blind : He looſened the tongues of the 
dumb to ſpeak: O may he govern ours to 
ling his praiſe | He cleanſed the leprous by 
the word of his mouth, and healed their 
diſcaſes who but * his garments. 
IX. 
To the poor he revealed the treaſures of 
This goſpel, and taught the ſimple the Myſ- 
teries of his kingdom. He caſt out devils 
O by 
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dy the command of his will, and forced 
them to confefs and adore his Perſon, He 
raiſed the dead from the grave to life, the 
dead that was four days buried and cor- 
rupted: Nay, even himſclt being lain for 
us on the croſs, and his tomb made faſt and 
ſecured with a guard, he raiſed again by 
his own victorious power, and carried u 

| our nature into the higheſt Heavens. All 
theſe ſtupendous ſigns, O glorious Jeſu. 
were done by the hand of thy Almighty 
mercy, to witneſs thy truth with the ſeal 
of Heaven, and endear thy precepts with 
obliging miracles ; that thus engaged wc 
| might believe in thee, and obeying thy law, 

be eternally ſaved. _ ; 


O let not all this love, dear Lord, be 
" Joft by ſo many tokens ſo kindly exprell. 
One miracle more we humbly beg, but one 
as ſtrange and great as any of the reſt: Sol- 
ren our ſtony hearts into a tender ſenſe ol 
thy goodneſs and their own true duty: 
Raiſe our dead ſpirits from this heavy 
Earth to dwell with thee in the land of the 
Iiving; that as we here admire thy bounte- 
ous power, and daily ſing the Wonders o 
thy grace, ſo we may hereafter adore thy 


bleſled 


— —ůͤ — Ri Oo 
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bleſſed Self, and ſing eternally the wons 
ders of thy glory. | 


The PRAYER. | 


: I. 

O Bleſſed God, apho daily loadeſt us with bene- 
fits, as is thy Majeſty ſo is thy Mercy, 
for thou art infinitely good to all thy Creatures; 
even to ungrateful and unworthy men. It is 
a wonder, O Lord, that thou ſboulaſt be at 
ſuch expence about thoſe whobaa choſen to be 
any thing rather than ſuch as thou 7 
them. None but infinite compaſſion could be 
ſo tender of thoſe, who had deſpiſed thy Image, 
and loved to live like the 2% that periſb: 
None but thou, O merciful God, could think of 
beſtowing greater benefits on ſuch brutiſþ ſin- 
ners, and nothing but a ſtupid neghgence and 
unaccountable inconſiderateneſs could ever re- 
Juſe to be made partakers of ſuch endleſs bap-—- 

gineſs as thou e to Us. a 

| 


Thou ſendeſt one bleſſing as the earneſt of a- 
norher ; having given thy Son to us, that he 
might give us thy holy ſpirit, and gave him to 
die for us, that he might give us life: Thot 
grauteſt to us thy grace that we may repent, 
and thougiveſt us repentance that thon mayeſt 
give us pardon : Thon giveſt us temporal bleſ- 
ſings, that we may thirſt after ſpiritual, aud 
thou. filleſt us with ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt, 


that we may long for the accompliſhment of 
8 them 
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them in mmortal life: Thou doſt us good be- 
Jore we ast, and giveſt liberally unto us, that 
thou ma yeſt move us to ask more: Thou be- 
ſeecheſt us, that aue would let thee bleſs us, aud 
| rzot put impediments in the way of our own 


Happineſs. 3 


And O how great, how free is that goodneſs, 
which is moſt of all pleaſed when we are hap- 
FP, ana eſteems our doing our ſelves good with 
thy grace and favour, the return that we 
(mould make of thy bounty ! What ſhall I ren- 
der unto the Lord for all the benefits he hath 
done unto me ! My praiſes and thankſgivings 
conſiſt too much in words and tranſient admira- 
tion ; give me, O bountiful God, who art the 
giver of every good and perfect gift, who giveſt 
liberally, and upbraideſt not, give we, I beſeect 
© zhee, ſuch a ſerious and conſiderate heart, as to 
return unto thee the conſtant, uniform ani if 

chearful obedience of a godly life, by «hich I 
FE know 1 ſvall not only moſt praiſe and glorify ll 
EF zhee, but do the greateſt benefit tomy ſelf; give if 
me grace (0 to uſe the good things thou voucl- Wl 
ſafeſt me here, that I may be capable of enjoy- 
ing thoſe richer bleſſings, which thou haſt pro- 
ani ſed in the other world to all that love 
ang obey thee, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, 


Amen. | 


yy 
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MEDITATION VIII. 1 


On the Mercies of God. 


Dan. ix. 9. To the Lord our God belong mer= 
cies and forgivene ſs, though we have rebel- 
led againſt him. bay | 
I. 
IPE away the tears from thine eyes, 
O my ſoul, and clear thy heart 
from all clouds of deſpair ; for though our 
God is infinite in power to puniſh, he is al- 
ſo infinite in goodneſs to ſave. How often 
have we broken his divine commands ? yet 
fill his Earth ſuſtains and ſerves. us; How 
often have we abus'd our fulneſs of bread? 
yet ſtill his clouds ſhower plenty upon us; 
He is mercifu} and gracious; as well as long- 
= /fecring; à God forgiving iniquity, trauſe 
= r/o: and fin. He ſpares us ſo long, that 
ve may have time to repent, and ſeek and 
obtain his pardon, "bas. , 
x II, 1 
=_ Only the proud apoſtate angels find no 
Ex 3 becauſe their obſtinacy does 
efuſe to ſeck it; could thoſe rebel ſpirits 
claim their crimes, and turn again to, 
r obey their Maker, his clemency would 
oon rcyoke their ſentence, and reſtore 
0 3 ; "hens 
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them to ſhine in their firſt bright ſeats. 
But oh, the exceſs of mercy vonchſafeg to 
Alam, and to us duſt and aſhes, his con- 
temptible Poſterity ! For whom the ſoye- 
reign King of Heaven humbled himſelf 
to — upon Farth, to lead a poor la- 
borious life, and ſuffer a painful 1 : 


nious death. 
III 


He came to be a Prince and a Saviour to 
8 us repentance, and remiſſion of ſins: 
o teach us by an exemplary life how to 
live . to God; and to expiate our 
fins by his death. Thy mercies, O Lord, 
arc * all thy works, and this is above 
all the reſt of thy TW 
Still, my foul, dwell in the contempla- 
tion of d of our God; it is good 
and pleafant to he here. When we lay 
buried in the abyſs of nothing, it was his 
2 free goodneſs that called us into be- 
. He faſhioned our limbs in our mother's 
5, aFS and filled our nurſe's breaſt with 
milk. He enlarged our little ſteps when 
we began to go, and 3 reſerved 


7 85 

our helpleſs infancy anding even 
| bis angels to bear us in 2 Jef we 
: daſh our feet pondered | 


V. 


N 
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V. 

Conſider, O my ſoul, how many dan- 
gers have we happily eſcaped, and not one 
of them but was governed by a divine pro- 
vidence. How many bleſſings do we daily 
receive, and there 1s not one of them but 
proceeds from his bounty? he provided 
tutors to inſtruct our youth, and to plant in 
our tender minds the ſeeds of virtue. He 
_— paſtors to feed our ſouls, and 
ſafely guide them in the way of bliſs. He 
ſealed his love with ſacraments of grace, 
to breed and nouriſh in us faith and 
charity, . 

VI. 

All this thou haſt done, O merciful Lord, 
the wiſe diſpoſer of Heaven and Earth: 
All this thou haſt done, and ſtill thou goeſt 
on by infinite ways to gain us to thy love. 
Thou commandeſt us to ask, and promiſeſt 
to grant; thou inviteſt us to ſeek, and aſ- 
ſureſt us we ſhall find. Thou vouchſafeſt 
even thy ſelf to ſtand at the door and 
knock; and if we open, thou entreſt and 
filleſt our hearts with joy. If we forget 
thee, thou reneweſt our memories ; if we 
fly from thee, thou ſtill kindly findeſt ſome * 
means to recall ys. If we defer our amend- 
ment, thou doſt patiently ſtay tor us, and 

F BY never- 
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nevertheleſs when we return we find thy 
arms open to embrace us. 
bend VII. 
If when we had loſt our way, and were 
wandring from thee, thy matchleſs kind- 
| neſs did condeſcend to ſeek us, and give 
us an effectual call, thou wilt not refuſe us 
when we ſcek after thee. 


The PRAYER. 


I. 
Moſt gracious Lord, whoſe mercies eudure 
For ever; who haſt revealed thy ſelf to 
mankind in. Chriſt Jeſus, full of pity aud com- 
paſſion, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering 
and abundant in goodneſs, and truth, keeping 
mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, tranſ- 
greſſion and fin; I thy unworthy creature 
have had long experience of this wer 240 
perty of #hine ; for notwithſtanding my daily 
| provocations againſt thee, thou ſtill hea peſt 
mercy ana loving _— upon me. 
T had forfeited wiy ſoul go thee, and thou 
nighteſt juſtly bave cut me off, aud given me 
my portion with the wicked, But thou hait Wl 
ſpared me when I deſerved puniſhment, and 
jn the midſt of wrath haſt thought upon mercy. Wl 

O let me never abuſe thy mercies, nor grow 
| careleſs, wanton or ſecure under the abunaance 
of thy goodueſs, bur Jook on them as engages 
"> a ments 


2 . — 


part III. the "The Prayer. 


cor diligence: Many, alas! take pains 
enough, many perplex themſelves too much. 
ce how the buſy toilers for this world are 
cChain'd perpetually like faves to their 
ork How carly they riſe, and go late 
Wo ſleep, and cat the bread of care and 
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ments and mighty arguments to love, acknow- 
Jedge and obey thee ; let thy patience and for- 
bearance lead me to repentance, and aſſiſt me 
by thygrace to reſiſt and overcome all tempta- 
tions to ſin, aud diſpoſe me intirely to love thy 
holy nature and will, and to conform my ſelf 
unto it in all things: That as 1 have hitherto 


been a ſignal inſtance of thy mercy and good- 


neſs, ſo I may be an happy Inſtrument of thy 


Praiſe to all eternity. Amen. 


MEDITATION. IX. 
On the Cares of this Life. 


= Pal. cxxvii. 2. It is but loft labour, that ye 


haſten to riſe up early, and ſo late take reſt, 
and eat the bread of carefulneſs; for ſo be 
groeth his beloved ſleep. 

I, 


T is not ſo much our ſloth that undoes 
us, as an 1mprudent choice in applying 


DITOW, 


II. 
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YZ IE | 

| See how the hardy ſoldiers follow their 
prince through a thouſand difficulties to 
meet with dangers. Sec how the ventu- 
rous mariners expoſe their lives over ftor- i 
my ſeas, into barbarous nations. And why 
all this? poor ill-adviſed wretches! but to 
fetch perhaps a little fiſh, or ſpice: To 
gain a fe pence, or ſome petty honour, 
which others often ſhare in more than 
themſclves. FE 


O gracious Lord, how caſy are thy com- 
mands! how cheap haſt thou made the pur- 
| Chaſe of Heaven! half this pains would 
+ fit us for thy kingdom, half theſe ſuftc- WM 
rings bring us to thy glory ; were they 
devoutly undertaken for thee, and the 
higher enjoyments of ay glorious promiſes, 
2,” 46 | 
Thou bidft us not freeze under the polar | 
tar, nor burn in the heats of the torrid Wl 
zone; but propoſeſt a ſweet and gentle rule, 
and ſuch as our nature it ſelf would chuſc, Wl 
did not our paſſions ſtrangely miſlead us, 
and the worl _ us diſtract our reaſon, 
F Thou bidft us but wiſely love our ſelves, 
and attend above all things our own true 
| happt- 
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appineſs. Thou bidſt us value even this 


cir World as much as it deſerves; ſince tis the 
to W100] that breeds us up to the other; only 
u- e arc forbidden to be wilful fools, in 
referring a ſhort vanity before eternal 
ay WE licity. 


to VI. 
bo the mild government of the King of 
: eaven! His will we can do, whatever 
Wc we arc doing: This we can do, even 
While we fit ſtill, and only move our 
Whoughts towards him. But, then we beſt 
WScrform this beſt of works, when all our 
ffections are moſt withdrawn from this 
World, and ſet on thee alone. Yet let not 
his thy goodneſs, deareſt Lord, be abuſed 
WDy us, to a wanton neglect; but make us 
ove thee ſo much thee more, as thou more 
iſcovereſt the CO thy love. 
1 V . 
And when I ſee with what unwearied 
iligence the wretched adventurers for all 
Horts of vanity, do purſue their vaindefigns ; 
et this be taken as a > res reproach of my 
egligence in the purſuit of better things. 
lake me aſhamed to ſee others more con- 
ern'd tor the applauſe of men, than I am 
r the favour and approbation of thee my 
od. To ſee others more cager for the 


cran- 


3 
in 


thy right hand for evermore. 


The PR AY E R. 


Gracious Lora, who haſt promiſed the good 
WV things of this Life to them that ſeek firſt 
thy Kingdom and the righteouſneſs thereof, 
enable me, I beſeech thee, to diſcharge my 
mind of all ſuperſtitions cares and immoderate 
tove for the things of this life ; let me never 
entertain ſuch a love to this world, as is incon- 
ſiſtent with my hope of Heaven: One thing is 
need ful, give me grace to chuſe that good part 
which ſhall not be taken from me; 7o ſet my 
affections on things above, thut where my trea- 
ſure is, there my heart may be alſo, and ro uſe 
my utmoſt ailigence to make my calling and 
election ſure : That doing theſe things, I may 
never fall, but an entrance may be miniſtred 
unto me abundantly into the everlaſting King- 
dom of our Lord Feſtus Chriſt, to whom with 
thy. ſelf and thy eternal ſpirit be rendred all 
honour, glory and power, from this time forth 
and for evermore. Amen, 


A PRAYER 
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tranſient pleaſures of this world, than I 


| 
tor thoſe rivers of pleaſure which are at 


0 
* 


I. Part III. 

IA PRAYER compos'd by an eminent 

t Divine of the Church of England, for the 
= Uſe of a Perſon of Quality, dubious in 
ber Opinion. 


L 
O Lord God of Truth ! Thumbly beſeech thee 


g to enlighten iy mind by thy holy ſpirit, 
7 that I may- diſcern the true way to eternal 
(lation; free me from all prejudice ans 
- Vaſion, from every corrupt affetion aud in- 
„ere that may either blind or ſeduce me in 


„* ſearch after it; make me impartial in 
nu inquiry after truth, and ready whenever 
is aiſcovered to me, to receive it in the love 
W of it, ans to continue ſtedfaſt in the profeſſion 
Wof 7, to the end of my days. 
II. 
I perfedtiy reſigu my ſelf, O Lord, to thy 
conduct and direction, in confidence that thy 
mercy ang goodneſs is ſuch, that thou wilt 
or [fer thoſe who rely upon thy guidance, 
and /incerely deſire to know ths truth, finally 
o 1: ſcarry: And if in any thing that cons 
Wcerns the true worſhip and ſervice of thee my 
Go, and my everlaſiing happineſs, I am in 
any error or miſtake, I earneſtly beg of thee 
ro convince me of it, to reveal thy truth to 
pe, and to lead me in the way wherein thou 
voulaſt have ine to go. 
III. 

= 2! if by thy grace and mercy I am al. 

ea brought into the way of truth, I beſeech 

| thee 


of . 


- 
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thee to conform and eftablifh me in it more ani 
more, to ſettle my doubting and wautring 
mind, and to give me joy aud peace in be- 
tieving ; and always to preſerve in me à great 
compaſſion, and a ſincere charity towards thoſe ſte 
that are in error and ignorance of thy truth; 
aud becauſe my bleſſed Saviour hath promiſed, 
that they that do his will ſhall know his doc- 
rrine, grant, O Lord, that I may never know- 
ingly offend thee in any thing, or neglect to 4 
what I know to be thy will aud my duty. 
IV. : 

Grant, O heavenly Father, theſe my moſt | 
humble and hearty requeſts, for his ſake, who | 
is the way, the truth, and the life, my bleſſ*d 
Saviour and Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


—— — 
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A Private PRAYE R. 1 
O Lora, who inhabiteſt Eternity, thou ar: 
eralted above all principalities ani 
Fowwers, ſaints and ſeraphims are raviſhes 
wth thy glory: Angels and archangels adore 
thy greatneſs ; holineſs and honour wait v0" 
thy throne, the ſcepter of thy kingdom is a 
everlaſting ſceprer, thou loveſt righteouſne/s, ii 
and . iniquity 5 and therefore they that 
come before thee, muſt worſhip thee in ſpirit 
and in truth, if they would be either hears 
or received by thee: Iconfeſs, Fam not worthy i 
Jo appear in thy preſence, having nothing u 
& preſent unto thee, but a ſinfulneſs and n 


7 Fre r 
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114 ed ſoul, which deſerves no longer to be ac- 
ing counted thine. : 
be. II. 

eat Jam not worthy to receive any more tengers 
oſe Nef mercy, that have ſo ofren aeſpiſed it, nor 
þ; Wo ſee what is the riches of thy love, that have 
% unworthily preferred the trifles #4 this life © 
oc- eſore the treaſures of thy grace. ou madeſt 
T- 


it the end of my creation, that I ſhall glorify 
thee; but 1 of all thy creatures have leaſt per- 
ormed it. That time which I ſhould have em- 


and the pleaſures of the world. 

III. 
Thou diaſt ſo love the world, that thou 
enteſt thy Son to die for it: But I have ſo 
ove the world, that 1 have deſpiſed Heaven 
gun ny Saviour, rejected thy holy one whom 
Von haſt ſent, and by my ſinful life have 4iſ- 
onoured that happy name whereby Jam called 
ine, and intitled to thy Kingdom. 

IV. 


00 Dt though my ſins cry alond for puniſpment, 
an er the voice of thine own mercy, and my Sa- 
%o blood, begs more powerfully for pardon, 


ber his ſufferings be my reconcliation; his 
unſbment for ſin, my freedom from it; let 
he bitterneſs of thy wrath upon him, be turn- 
into the ſweetneſs of thy love to me; that 
is croſs may be my triumph, and the merits of 


ant, that paving obtained mercy, 1 may 
walk 


a. * 
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bloyed in thy ſervice, I have ſacrificed to fin, 


ps paſſion the purchaſe of my peace 5 and 


2 ©, A Prevate Prayer. Part ff. 
wall accordingly, that being bought for heaven, 
1 may no more jell myſe!f ro ſin, nor prefer a 
Jew moments of pleaſure, before an éternit) 
of joy- * 


Make me to conſider the great obligation, 
thou haſt laid upon ine to love and ſerve thee, 
the infinite and abunaant teſtimonies of thy 
{ove, which invites my gratitude, and that 
happineſs, which is the reward of them that 
ſeek thee. O let not the motions of ſin be more 
powerful in me than the obligations of thy 
grace, nor the pleaſures of this life of more 
value to me than the joys that are to come; 
but make me to walk chearfully in that way, 
which thou haſt ſet before me, that neither 
the croſſes nor the pleaſures of this life may be 
© able to divert me from thy ſervice; but iu 
ewhat condition ſoever I am, I may be ſtill 
found ſteadfaſt in my duty to thee my God. 

VI 


O thou infinite gooaneſs, teach and enablt 
me, I beſeech thee, to adore thee with my 
wwhole heart, and to conform my life unto thy 
I aw with a perfect conſtancy. Make me to 
conſider that exceeding weight of glory, which 
thou haſt promi ſed to thoſe that ſtrive to con- 
quer the world for thy ſake: O let thoſe joys 
which are ſo much above my thoughts, be ever 
in them; let my inability to comprehend the 
happineſs of thy Kingdom, heighten my de. 
b ſires after it. 
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part III. 


VII. 


| AIN 3 

Make me ſenſible of the vauityef this world, 
that ſo the pleaſures of it may not ſteal away my 
heart from the contemplations of a better; let 


my life be a perfect aud perpetual ſacrifice of 
obedience, ever pleaſing in thy ſight." Maintain 


in me ſuch chearful thoughts of thee, that Reli- 


gion may be my delight, as much as it ismyauty, 


that I may always approach unto thee with a. 


joyful heart, being glad to leaue the company of 
all other things to go to'thee, my Goa, my ex- 


ceeding joy: reconcile me ſo Ze — 
uty, that all the. 


other part of my chriſtian 
actions of a holy life maybe but ſo many motions 
of hearty love to thee; and I may ſo feel the 
eaſe and ſatisfattion of well-aoing, as to love 
and delight the more in thee, whoſe ways are 
ways of pleaſantneſs, and all whoſe paths are 
peace; that ſo leading a holy life here, I may 
lead a happy and heavenly life hereafter ; 
and being filled with righteduſneſs, I may be 


filled with glory, and poſſeſs joys unſpeakable ſor | 


evermore. Amen, 
A Prayer for HUMILITY. 


I. 
O Moſt glorious God, with what awe and re- 


hended, before whom the hoſts of angels ſtand 
with trembling? Vith what humility of ſoul 
P orght 
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2. 


verence ought Ito make mention of thy 
name, who dwelleſt in eternity, whoſe throne 1d 
ineſtimable, whoſe glory cannot be compre 


7 


| 
' 
| 
; 
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ought Ito acknowleage the divine grace, that 
t bots who art ſq great and highly exalted, wilt 
humble thy ſelf to take notice of ſuch poor things 
as we are:! f | 
, I. 


Tpbon art to be admired with our bigheſt 

S ztharghts: thou art to be loved with all our 
S Heart, and foul, and ſtreugtb; we ought to ren- 
der thee moſt chearful ſervice, and confeſs that 

Ive never ſerve our (elves more than when we 
even loſe all thoughts of our ſelves, and forget 
ali things here in aamiring, loving, praiſing 
and giving thanks unto thee. 


| III. 

O bleſſea God, give me, Theſecch thee, that 
humble ſpirit which may 7 2 in me all proud 
and vain couceits of my ſelf, and make me ſee 

bat I am miſerable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked, not only duſt, but fin, and utterly unwor- 
thy of the leaſt 7 all thy mercies; teach me to 
know thee, and my ſelf, that the ſenſe of thy 
incomprehenſiable glory, and my own vileneſs, 
may make me humble and lowly, and never to 
think of my ſelf more highly than I ought to 

think. | CEE TOT.1 

| IV 

Teach me to tread inthe ſtess of my bleſſed 
© Saviour, and enable me to follow him in his 
n mility, meekneſs, and patience, contentedne(s 
ers peaceableneſs, till Ibe endued with tht 
fame ſpirit that was in bim. Settle in my 
| 49077 ſerious and Prong fenſe of rhe glaty 1 


© 
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which he is advanced, by humbling himſelf 
even unto death that { may never ſeek great 
things to my ſelf ju this lifs nor b6 ambitious 
of the praiſe mon, but with true modefty an 
towlineſs of mind; I may euer ſto the profit 
and peace of all, and being fenfible of the int- 
perfeftions of my beſt actions, Im rely wholly" 
pon thy mercy for ſalvation, through the | 
merits of him who humbled hinfelf unto the 
death of the croſs, even Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed 
Saviour and Reuremer. Amen. 12 * 
OT. . , Oo 
0 Eternal God, thou art the ane Fa- 
ther of the world: I was created by i 
power, and am preſerved bythy $702 Providence z; 
in thee I live, and move, and have my being 
ro thy undeſerded goodneſs I am wholly obli 25 | 
for all the good 0 any nd, which ever Jenn 
foyed ; to thy bounty Tam N all that 
Tuo have; and muſt depend 85 for whats, 


ever I can bereafrer es pect. O How precious 
are thy thoughts towards me, how great is the 
ſum of them ! Icannot number ali thy mercies, 
nor ever ſte any end of thy gooaneſs ;, for even 
whilſt Jam thinking of it, 1receive new fa- 
vours from thee, . fr ED, IJ 
1 58 

I praiſe thee, O God, I than thee for all thy 


mercies ; both to my body, and to my ſoul, for. 
this life, de AND f rd echo eſpeciak 


ty I thank thee for thy dear ſom Jeſus Chriſt, 


do ho is the fountain aua fommant ion of all thy 
i] i Þ a 0,6 0, 200TH: 


212 A Thankſgiving, Part III. 
mercies; thou haſt ſent him, bleſſed be thy 
gooaneſs, to die for our ſins, and thy holy ſpirit 
to ſanctiſ our hearts, and aſſiſt us in our duty. 
T.thank thee for all the gracious inſpirations, 
= 4:4 holy thoughts thou haſt at any time put in- 
to my ming, and all thy pious deſires and good 
reſolutions thou haſt ſtirred up in my heart, || 
| with all the, helps and aſſiſtances thou haſt 
vouchſaſed me iu my 2 to heaven. 
' I | 


O bleſſed God, affect my mind with ſuch a 
ſenſe of thy bounty and heneficence, as may 
make me cheatrfully rely upon thy providence 
for the time to come, that I may be wholly re- 
„eu to thy moſt bleſſed will, and fully ſatis- 
tea under all thy diſpenſatious towards me. 
Baue me, good Tora, with all thoſe gifts and 

| graces that may enable me to acquit my ſelf as 
Tought to do, in all the conditions of life, 
which thou ſhalt be pleaſed to call me to. Grant 
that thy grace may always prevent and follow 
me, and make me continually to be given to all 
good works; ſo that in all my works, begun, 
eontinued, and ended in thee, I may glorify thy 
holy name, and finally by thy mercy obtain ever- 
Taſting life, through eſs Chriſt our Lord. 


= Amen. | 

= B Leſſed, O Lord, be thy wiſe grace, 
That governs all our day; | 

Aud to the night affigns its place 

o reſt us in our way. 


* 
of 


Part III. A Hymn. 
II. 

F works the labouring hands impair 

TD Thoughts the adios mind, f 

Both are — by thy care, 


Both fit l _ 


Fit to relieve their * ent . 
Fit to prepare the next, 

While we are tau 9 to meditate 
This plain and uſe fe text. 


As every night Jays * our head, 
nd morning opes our eyes; 
So ſball the duft be once our bed, 


8 


To riſe and ſee that beauteous light 
Spring from thoſe eyes of thine ; 

Not to be check'd by any night, 
Bur clear * ever _ 


That 0 dul, to view 
a long bi 25 5 770 1 7 ö 

Te ake heed thy preſent — thou do, 
And 0 y ref 1 * 
_— 

All glory to the ſacred 425 N 
One ever=Iivin cl 


As at the frft I 45 ber he, 
Bae d, obey'd, ad, 


10 


Ne-Vear «Gift, 
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M 1E DITAT ON 1 
The Cleanfing of the Heart. 
Pfal. li, 10, Create in me. a clean beart, O God, 


and renew a hn Spirit within me. 


| OME, let — N APs our 
1 26 e once 
our ſacri bn my ſoul, 
| aſl MEN God find thge 7 free Fry: 
| thoſe ts. that Gl thy bead? 0 
with hy Walle w oe le Ge ry 1 
1 thee, an lata $ $3.5 
q 11 55 18 thy fam veſt, W 
and dwell wi we 
ſtrive then to Aar rot bn Kt 
thoughts, 2 us gt n nothing TY 
3 bur emptineſs, n 9 is2 


Part TV.” "Of Ganß the Heart. 115 
pure ſpirit, and delights to dwell: in a 
clean tabernacle. He will not entertain a 
W foul that delights in fin, nor ſtay where he 
finds his grace neglected. It he vouchſates 
us the bleſſing of a viſit, (and O how heaven- 
ly ſweet and raviſhing is his preſence! fin | 
us open wide our boſoms to receive 

and ſummon all our powers to come: and 
entertain him, ft 


Come, m 3 and bring all ; 
thou knowe , all that enli * thee in the 
way to felicity; come, — will, and call 
in all th loves, and contract them all into 
one, and ſettle it here for ever. Come, my 
memory, but lay aſide thy ſwarm of notions 
and forget, them all but what concerns 
thy Eternity. Come, my whole foul, with 
theſe thy faculties about thee, and roftrare 
adore the eternal ſpirit: Behold, he is al- 
ways preſent with us, he delights to dwell 
Dina —. heart, and is ever ready to receive 
ö : ir Pe etitions, and give us his bleſſings: ho 
{ll never forſake us if we chaſe him not 


_— 
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* but guide and comfort us with his 
oly ! aſpirations, | 
IIII. 


Come then, and with \ devouteſt r reverenco 
mend and heat What the Lord our God 
l P 4 will 


216 / Clanfmg the Heart. Part IV. 
will ſay; he leads us thus into retirement 
and ſilence, and there familiarly ſpeaks to 
= our Hearts. Tell me, O you deſigned for 
cverlaſting happineſs; tell me now freely, 
for none thall interrupt us; what do you 
chiefly delight to think on, and what do 
aim at in all thoſe thoughts? conſider well 
the queition I propoſe; and when you 
have examined your ſelves, give me your | 

anſwer. 5 : 


O thou our mercitul, tho? offended God, 
behold thus low we bow our guilty heads, 
bluſhing for ſhame to ſee our folly; and ſo 
much the more, becauſe we ſec our Duty, 
Happy were we, could we ſtill be thinking 
on thee, and raiſe all thoſe thoughts into 


could we always feel thoſe fervors, of 
Vuhich ſometimes thou inſpireſt a little ſpark, 
O vere that ſpark kindled into a fire, and 


but we, alas, are hot and cold by fits, and i a 
Vhich is worſe, our * fit is the longer. 


Some few half hours we ſpend in prayer, ; 
and many whole days in idleneſs and vanity: 
& ſometimes we beſtow a little on the poor, 
W and often throw more away on our paſſions; 
= lis 14 ſometimes 


+ deſires to be with thee, Happy were we 0 


that fire blown up into a continual flame; 


4 


* 
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ſometimes we deny and mortify our ſelves, 


: 


o vut oftner obey our ſenſual appetites: ſome» 
Jy times we are drawn by thy grace to do one 
„good work, but we are again ſeduced by 
u our nature to a thouſand iniquitics, and then 
o ve reſiſt and grieve thy holy Spirit. Thus 
Ive confeſs to thee, O Lord our God, who 
perfectly ſeeſt every corner of our hearts; 
ir chus we confeſs to thee, not that thou 


= maycſt know us, but that we may know 
© our ſelves, and * * cure us. 
Cure us, O thou great phyſician of our 
ſouls, cure us of all our ſinful diſtempers; 
cure us of this anguiſh intermitting piety, 
and fix it in an even and conſtant Holineſs. 
0 make us uſe religion as our regular diet, 
and not only as a ſingle medicine in a preſ- 
ling neceſſity. Make us enter into a courſe 
of hearty repentance, and practiſe Virtue 
Jas our daily exerciſe; ſo ſhall our ſouls be 
endued with a perfect health, and diſpoſed 
for a ong, even an cverlaſting life of hap» 
bpincſs. N 


VII. 
I Now we have begun, permit us, O 
: mighty Lord, to ſpeak once morc, who are 


but duſt and aſhes; let us go on and confeſs 
to thee, and open before thee all our Miſe- 
ries. 


is Mahn Heart) Part IV. 
ties. Many occafions lead us into danger; MW 
many Temptations lead us into Sin. Our 
own infirmities are too for us, and 
our ill cuſtoms prevail againſt us. Every 
day we reſolve to amend, and every day 
we break our Reſolutions. Have me | 
on us, O God of infinite compaſſion! have 
mercy upon us, O thou comforter of af. 
flicted minds; have mercy on us, and par- 
don what is paſt; have mercy on us, and 
prevent what is to come. 

4 © | VIII. | 
Whene'er thou ſeeſt us unhappily en- 
= paged, and blindly running on in the ways 
of death, O ſend thy heavenly grace to 
check our deſperate ſpeed, and make us ſtay 
and look before us, ſhew us the horrid 
Ss downfat into that bottomleſs pit where 
::impenitent ſinners are ſwallowed up for 
ever. Strike our too regardleſs ſouls with 
fear and trembling at the dreadful fight of 
ſo ſad a ruin; then turn our eyes, and kind- 
ty ſer before them the beautiful proſpect 
of a pious life: make us look long and 
| ſteadily upon it; make us look through and 
W fcc beyond it; make us delight in the hope 
WW ircnjoys, but incomparably-more in the Joy 
it hopes: a joy which none, O Lord, but 
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ou canſt give; and none but thou thy ſelf 


ur ; anſt make us fit to receive. 

e Londjchon e 
Give us, O gracious Lord, t ree 

, Winner, and perfect finiſher of all virtuous 

5 Mctions, give us a right ſpirit to guide our 

ve tentions, that we may directly aim at 


. or true end. Give us thy holy ſpirit to 
-. actify our affections, that what we right- 
= dchgn we may - piouſly purſue; give us 
Wn heroick ſpirit to confirm our hearts, 
hat what we piouſly endeavour, we may 
Wourageouſly atchieve; ſuffer not the fleſh 
d deceive us any more, | but fortify our 
dirits againſt all its 3 | 
= 1f che fleſh grow bold, and infolently 3 
Wicmand, how can you hve without thoſe * 
Wibertics? let the ſpirit anſwer, they are 
daſe ſlaves that ſerve ſenfual laſts, and the 
Wervice of God is the only true freedom, 
Wi the fleſh alledge, what joy in en 
Ils, or doing contrary to our inclinations 
Wet the ſpirir reply; that the croſs of Chriſt 
Ws ſweet, and nothing is ſo. glorious as the 
1 onqueſt of our AT ＋ reg — 
Say then, Omy Soul, 232 the 
ctaces of che ſpirit, away fleſh and blood, 


ren .li . r 0 Rod ©S &S 


away 
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away deceitful world; you cannot enter 
into the kingdom of Heaven. You were 
created only to ſerve us in the way, and 
ſet us down at our journey's end. Away 
with all your fond deluding dreams, be 
baniſhed for ever from our awakened Souls, 
Come thou to us, bleſt ſpirit of faith! and 
govern our lives by thy holy Maxims. Sub- 
due our ſenſe to the dictates of reaſon, and 

perfect our reaſon with the myſteries of 
thy Grace. Open thou our eyes that we 

may ſee the beauty of thy commands; how 

wiſe and juſt in themſelves, how ne 

and beneficial to us, while they improve 

our felicity here, and fit us for that which 


is to come. 


5 
= 
>” 
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The PRA YER. 


5 I 


Moft | glorious God, thou art of purer eyes 
than to behold evil, h canſt not look up- 


on iniquity, neither ſhall any evil dwell with 
thee. How ſpall Ja guilty polluted creature 
aare to approach thy preſence! Ibluſb, O Lora, 
zo lift up mine eyes towards Heaven; to me 
belongs nothing but ſhame and confuſion of 


face, in which T ought to lie down before phee, 


FI reflefted only upon the baſeneſs of my de- 


ſtent, being the offspring of diſloyal parents, 


who were rebels traytors againſt thy diuins 
N Majeſyʒ; 
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Majeſty ; with what dejection of ſpirit then 
ought I to think of, and mention all thoſe 
offences whereby I have juſtified that firſt re- 
bellion, and ſtill taken part with the devil and 
his angels, againſt thee and the motions of thy 
holy ſpirit in my 7 

WWretched man that T am, who ſball deliver 
me from this body of death, from this bondage 
of corruption? thy grace, 1 know, O Lord, is 
frfficient for me, and thy ſon mighty to ſave z 
his office is to ſave his people from their ſins ; 
for this end he gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous ot good 
works. O let the blood of Chriſt, who through 
the eternal ſpirit offered himſelf without ſpot. 
to God, purge my conſcience from dead works 
to ſerve the living God. Aſt me by thy grace. 
that I may not only abominate all filthy vices, 
but alſo hate the garments infected with ſin, 
and abſtain from all appearance of evil. And 
do thou, O God of peace, ſanctify me wholly, 
that my whole ſpirit, ſoul and body, may bo 
preſerved blameleſs unto the coming of our 
Lord Zeſus Chriſt. Amen. : 
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MED. 


122 a negligent Life. Part IV. 
MEDITATION II. 
Of a negligent Life. 

Pſal. Ixix. 5. O Goa, thou knowe 2 

neſs, and my ſins are not hid 1 
I. 

00D God, how extremely ungrateful 
are we! how ſtrange ly inſenſible of 
our manifeſt duty | every creature perform 
Its duty but we, who alone are made ca- 
pable to underſtand and know ours. Every 
thing lives by rule but we; the ſun obſerves 
his conſtant riſing, and fets exactly at his 
appointed time. The fun ſtands ſtill if 
thou commandeſt, and even goes back to 
obey thy will: and yet the ſun prerends 
to no reward, nor looks to be placed in a 
higher Heaven. But we who expect the 
performance of glorious promiſes, we foi- 
get and ne the law of our God, that 
only i us to 225 our ſelves. 
We who are bou 2 the blood o 

Jeſus, and freely redeemed by his ſacred 
croſs; ſhall we neglect ſo gracious a 8. 
viour, whoſe only deſign is to draw us to 
his love? O may thy holy will, dear Lord, 
be our only rule, and thy gracious hand i 
our only Guide. O may thy infinite good- 
8 ne 


f 


n  Ofa negligent Ef. Part IV, 
cd entirely on our ſelves: Thou art, O 
Lord, all goodneſs and patience, and we 
alas, all fin and diſobedience. 


4 


Tell me, my foul, when firſt thou haſt 
well examined the inumerable circumſtan- 
ces that concern thy ſtate ; tell me, and let 
not pride deny the truth, nor any thing di- 
vert thy free confeſſion: Could we have 
ſaved our ſelves from any dangerous tem 
tations, unleſs our God had e 
ſuſtained us? Could we have carried on any 
pious purpoſe, unleſs his hand had bleſt our 
endeavours? No; to thy ſelf, O Lord, give 
all the praiſe, if thy creatures have perform- 
ed the leaſt good work: Give to thy ſelf all 
the glory, O Lord, if they have not com- 
mited the worſt of = r alk | 
Thy hand alone directs us to do well; 
and the ſame bleſt hand reſtrains us from 
doing ill. It is not in us to eſtecm the Joys 
above, nor deſpiſe the flatteries of this de- 
ceitful world. It is not the work of cor- 
rupted nature to mortify our ſenſes, and 
patiently bear the croſſes we meet: Of our 
ſelves we are inclined to none of theſe; but 
the grace of God enables us to do all things. 
Grant me therefore, O my God, grant — 
| | A 7 
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thy grace, that I may withdraw my affee- 
tions from all the vain and emptyenjoyments 
of this world, and fix them wholly en thee. 
my Lord my God, and my eter — 
Teach me ſtill to begin all my works wit 
fear, to go on with obedience, and finiſh 
them with love, and after all, fir humbly 
down in hope, and with a chearful con-. 
dence look up to thee. K 
i 1 
It was not alone to make the day, that thon, 8 
O Lord, didſt make a glorious ſun; but to 
teach us theſe pious leſſons, and write them 
Ru as its own beams; that fo ſhould our 
ight ſhine forth to others, and direct them 
to glorify God: So ſhould our charity warm 
and quicken them into an active for his 8 
honour. So when they ſay we are under a 
cloud of adverſity, we ſnould, like the fan, 
be really above it: And though we appear 
ſometimes eclips'd, or even cxtinguiſhed ini 
a night of ſorrow and affliction, ſtill we 
ſhould ſhine to our ſelves and thee, and ſtill 
go on in the ways of light. 
Still, like th & "fn, ch 
till, like the regular ſun, un * 
expect the appointed periods of * cn 
dark: Only in this we gladly diſagree; and 
Trace: 4 
not 


bleſt be our God ho made the 
2 


1 
4 - 4 ww * 
1 28 


3 The Prayer. 0 Part IV. 
not like the ſun that every night goes down, 
and muſt at laſt be quite put out; for when 
Vu have finiſhed here our courſe, and ſeem 
to ſet to this dark earth, we hope to riſe 
and ſet no more, but ſhine perpetually in a 
brighter heaven. Repent now, my ſoul, 
for the evils thou haſt done, and bleſs thy 


God, for the goods thou haſt received. 
* 


| 
=_ The Praves. 
= . OST . God, rhe fountain of all 
4 7725 ions, and the giver of ever good ani 
perfect git; Ibeſeech thee aſſiſt me with thy 
grace, that according to thy juſt expectation, |! 
may make a ſuitable improvement of the talent) 
I haveggceived from thy bounty, to thy gler) 
" "and ah iel good. I thankfully own, mij 
merciful Father, that thou haſt given me ſu: 
. ficrent grace, ana art never wanting to me in 
any neceſſary aſſiſtance. O may I never be wan! 
= ng ro my ſelf, but with diligence and careful 
= 72e[s endeavour to work out my own ſalvatic 
= wth fear and trembling ; may the ſenſe of u 
& - duty to thee make me always ready and forwa! 
to 40 it, and the ſenſo of my weakneſs make u 
E warchful and 4iligent ; and the ſenſe of mill 
* paſt negligence excite me to be fervent in ſpiriſ 


4 
. - 


Wand the goodneſs of thy commands render n 

; „„ and abundant in the work of 

or, that ſo faithfully improving the talen 

= - 7hou haſt here committed to my truſt, I mayi 
| | 4 © 
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part V. Of the Divine Wiſdom. 44 
laſt be received into thoſe Foys which thou haſt 

prepared for all thoſe that ſerve aud love — ; 


grant this, O gracious: God, «qd * ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 5 


MEDITATION III. 
Of the Divine Wiſdom. 1 


Col. ii. 3. In whom are bid all the Trea- 
© ſures of Wiſdom and a. * 


I. 

UR great and lovers Lord | 
O ablolte King of — and 1 
ſees at once the whole frame of all rhings; 
and throughly comprebends various 
natures: To every creature he £ppoints R 
fit office, and guides all their motions in 
perfect order, till he has wrought his glo- 
rious deſign, to finiſh the world in a beau» 
teous cloſe. All theſe he governs with in- 
finite wiſdom, and all for the good of them 
that love him; his counſels are deep, and 
beyond our reach; yet all his ways ate u 
Wand merciful; he governs his enemies with . 

rod of 1 iron, puniſhes their wilſul- 
eſs with eternal miſeries; but his ſervants, 
e bleſſeth with the privilege of cnc 
hd rewards ms dury wich a rich in- 
ritance. „ 1 
2 i 1. 


Part IV. Of the TOR Wiſin. * 


How long, a nigh we have Wane, 
dred here 2 the midft of darkneſs and. 
error, hadſt not thou, Odearelt Jeſu, come 
down thy ſelf to be our light. Never 
ſhould we elſe have learned to deny our 
ſelves, and take up our croſs and follgw 
thee: Never 2 we have known that 
great ſecret o 15 to SEE our enc- 
es, and to do good to thole who des, 
pitefully uſe us; we mould have ſet our 
affeQions wholly upon the unſatisfying 
W things of this low earth, hadit thou not 
Si us of the kingdom of Heaven, and 
bid us lay up our e there, . 
1 
We had always choſe the deeeirful 2 
pernicious ways of ſin, if thou hadſt not 
terrified us by — the miſeties that 
attend them; we fhould ever have neglect- 
ed thy commande, and loſt the ha 
of a religious life, if thou mfg — 
ed us to obey thy commands; 
to us the felicities that atten 0 enaies — 
ſo. What haſt thou promiſed, 
| F to the meek und pro inſpin Sus ue 


e prone 0 hem tar 2 


RRR "x. aw v9. v5 WW 
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20 Of the Divine Wiſdom. Part IV. 
and to thoſe that hunger and thirſt after 
| holineſs? How many joys has thy bounty 
prepared for the lovers of mercy and the 
makers of peace? How many bleſſings for 
the pure of heart, and thoſe who with 
| patience bear their CONES? 0 

O thou all- ſeeing wiſdom of the eternal 
Father, and ſovereign King of men and 
angels, who from thy glorious throne didſt 
deſcend on our earth familiarly to teach 
us the oracles of heaven; write thou theſe 
ſacred words in the tables of our hearts, 
and ſuffer not at any time our paſſions to 
break them: Make us ſtill imitate thee our 
heavenly maſter, and continually admire 
F the beauty of thy law: A law that fo 
clearly ſhews us our end, and ſo plenti- 
fully furniſhes means to obtain it: A law 
F ſo exactly conformable to true reaſon, and 
& ſo highly perfective of human nature: A 


bleſſed law, chat makes even here our life 


laſting felicity. 2 ( 


Never will we ceaſe to exalt thy good- 
neſs, O bleſſed Jeſu, fince thou mever 


more ſweet, and leads us hercafter to cver- 
| 


| . gencrous charity could not be ſatisfied, 
1 2 | | * 


8 


ceaſcſt to oblige us with new bleſſings; why i 
wy” 


9 


1 
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only ſpeaking to us'the word of life ; it 
was not enough for thy exceſſive love, that 
thy heavenly ſermons told us our duty, 
but thou haſt encouraged our obedience, 
by the ſweet enforcement of thy own ex- 
ample. Thou forbadeſt thy followers to 
affect ſuperfluities, and accordingly: thine 
own proviſions was 2 few barly-loaves: 
Thou commandeſt the rich to give alms 
with chearfulnefs, and beſtoweſt on the poor» 
eſt wretch even thy 2 ſelf. oi 7M 
Thou bidſt us not fear them that kill the 
body, and yieldeft up thine on to the 


love our fierceſt enemies, and thy dying 
breath prayed for thy crucifiers. 'T hy: perm 
fe& ſoul needed not, as our weak natures 
do, thoſe methodical forms and diſcipline 
of religion; yet thou vouchſafedſt to ob- 
ſerve the common. feaſts, and aſſiſt at the 
publick offices of the temple; thou did 

watch, and pray, and faſt, with ſo fervent 
a zeal, that thy practice out- did thine own 
precepts. This life, and even death it 
ſelf, our merciful Lord undertook to mark 
dut ſor us the way to Heaven, to beat it 
his own ſacred ſteps, and render 
lage thither eaſy and ſecure,  * 
; | Q 4 IK, 


CY 


4 


death on the croſs: Thou enjoineſt us ro i 


OF * Part TV, 


IX. 
Shall we not then, O my ben joyfulty 
walk in that which we, ſee our Sa- 


viour trod before us? Which we ſec, though 
ſpread all __ os thorns, Net carried 
him directly ho glories of paradiſe ? 
Shall we 5 ki rely on 1 graci- 
ons a Leader, who ae if we faint, 
"look deck and relicve- .? O deny 
Ford, bow down thy merciful eyes, and 
pity the frailties of our imperfe&t nature: 
each forth thy hand, and ſtrengthen us 
with thy grace, 1 nothing may obſtruct 
our advance towards thee: Bd: im this 
dangerous labyrinth of the World, and 
the whole courſe of our pilgrimage here, 
er thy heavenly dictates be our Map, and 
thy holy life our guide, till we come to 
the end of our race, and attain the end of 
eur bope, even the falvation of our fouls, 


The PRAYER. 


0 Lord, "FE manifold are thy works in wil- 
| dem haſt thou made them all, and they 
all wait on the, and thou mayeſt give them 
tbeir meat in due ſeaſon. O thou w art 
the Father of lights, fram whom cometh exery 
ground perfect gift, who giveſſ to all nen 
therally, and u pbraideſt not; give may Ile 
ſeech thee, that 8 ich deſcenges from 
@bove, which is Pure, * gentle, en 


wn Am a4 Le: wo a; be. oo Sm. a>. V , / an oa Rs 
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eaſy to be intreated, full of mercy and good 
? works, without partidlity, and without Hypo- 
- criſy. O f ſend her out of thy holy Heavens, 
F from the throne of thy glory; that being 
' ent ſhe may labour with me, that I may 
, ow what is pleafing unto thee. Impart ro 
me, O my Gu? 1 beſeech thee, that heavenly 
l wiſdom which may diſpoſe me 10 . thy 
kingdom and the * r thereof ; to ſeil 
all far 1 aue pearl of great Price, 2 r 
Ow my ſel rh 3 in 10 nets but thee. 

love and delight in thee alone, t0 rake, 


[ 

atisfaftion in all. 2 elſe, in ſuch degrees, 
| 2 ſuborainat ion to fuc h nfs Bec only, as 
on haf appointed; and to receive every 4 
' penſation 5 providence, th fuch a fp 
* 

? 


remper, as becomes: nty duty, and as 
renden in ſerviceabid to ts engs far whichirhow 
ſendeſt it. That I may ſubmit ta, and da 
will here on. earth, as it * dong iu heauetty . 
with g. full and entire, and perſect conſent 5 
grant this, O gracious God, for thy dear * | 
ſake Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. Amen 


2 "Os. our” fan. Part IV; 
| MEDITATION r. 
Ss - On our Paſſions. 


1 Pet. ii. 9. The Lord knoweth how to di- 
ver the Godly out of Temptations, and to 
 ' reſerve the Unjuft unto the day of Fudgment 
ti be puniſhed. 
" T. 4875 x 

| y are miſerably toſſed up and down 
"8 who float on the waves of their own 
palhons : Their wearied fouls ſoon faint 
within mon. when they ſee the Lord has 
withdrawn his preſence; they ſeck him, 
wit in ſuch diſtraction and confuſion cannot | 
iind him; they call upon him, but he gives 
them no anſwer. O fill ſeek on, ſtill call 
on your God, for his mercy will ſurely a- 
wake at laſt. Though he ſometimes may 

Number for a while, to try your duty, or 
| ih your diſobedience ; choneh he may 
uffer a while the fury of the tempeſt, to 
thew you your hopeleſs ftate, if left to 
your ſelves; yet be aſſur'd hell hear your 
prayers at laſt; he'll not permit you to 
peniſh for ever. 3 | 


And now, when all their fears were 
growa to the height, and no means pen 


| 


y 
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d to ſuſtain their patience; when the 
roud waves beat violently. againſt them, 
nd covered their little veſſel with deſpair 
nd ruin, behold. his bleſſed voice com- 
ands a calm, and immediately the fea 
nd winds obey him: immediate ly his ſun 
riſcs in their hearts, and with his gentle 
beams revives. their hopes: And then is 
heir darkneſs turned into Light, and the 
louds diſperſt into a bright day: Then 
hey recollect their ſcattered hts, and 
Often they look back on the dangers. 
hey have eſcap' d; and as often bleſs the 
ercy that delivered them. Often they 
ook forwards on the courſe they are go: 
ing, and as often rejoice in their happy) 
hange: Saying, N the ca 
oke of Chrift, and the light burhen , 
loving our Saviour. Welcome the holy, 


@ * 
8 
= 


tices of ſweet deyotion, welcome the caly, * 
pleaſant, moderate hear of ſoul-enflaming 
prayer. Now we diſcern this beauteous 
ruth, (and O may we print it deeply in- 

o our minds) that the pleaſures of virtue 

are pure and conſtant, and infinite bleſſings , 4 
Will be its reward; but the purſuit of vice 


. > F : ww * 18 
lde 
t# 


: 


N * 


e Pau, Port r. 
is troubleſome and intricate, and finiſhes its 
4 courſe in an abyls of 4 0 


"Pity; 0 Lord, chou raiſer of chem the 
fall, and ſole ſuſtainer of them that ſtand; 
5 ty the weakneſs of thy ſervants who look 

up to thee, and teach us wiſdom from our 
own miſcarriages: Teach us to obſerve 
where our error hp and fortify our ſelves 
againſt that defect; to ſuppreſs our rempts- 
tions in their firit pb when their 
power is wWrak, and our choice in its full 
ftrength; to remember how formerly their 
| flatteries have abuſed us, and when they 
Y counterfeit again, be * more deceived. 


8 Never let us look on the face of ples- 
Fires, as come dreſt up and ſmiling 
towards us; but always 'refle& how ſadly 
"whey go off, and leave 7 behind but 
i r venomous ſting : 80 ſha we gain the 
K of victories, ele nh Our own 
lens: So ſhall we be ho- 
nbared with the nobleſt of triumphs, while 
our conquered 8 dritw- us up into 
heaven. £250 A , tlie © 
: * chor of our hope 
ve 
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VL Wo 
Lord, as thy all-wiſe providence ſeems 
o ſleep ſometimes, and permits the form 
o grow high and loud, yet never faileth to 
elicve thy ſervants who fairhtully call on 
hee in their day of trouble; ſo let thy 
ayourable hand ftill bear us yp, when thou 
ceſt us charged with any ſtrong aſſault. 
ave us not then to our own infirmities, 
eſt the enemy of our ſouls prevails againſt 
Ws: Forſake not our miſery when we are 
allen, let we lie for ever groveling on 
he earth: Suffer not our frailties to be- 
ome 2 cuſtom, leſt we die impenitent and 
dcrith without W 25 
Deliver us, O Lord, from the accaſions * 
pf ſin, and the importunities of ſuch as de- 
ight in folly: Deliver us from the ſnares 
t enticing N and the dangerous in- 
ction of ill example; infection that ſpreads 
every place its poiſonous air, and Where 
er it enters, corrupts and kills. Once 
ore, my ſoul, let us repeat this prayer, 
d hum 5 implore again ſo necellary a 
cling. Deliver us; O Lord, from the 
cahons of ſin, and the importunities f 


e 
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= | 1 54 65 
Set a ſtrict watch continually over ou 

eyes, and diligently keep the door of o 

lips. Govern all our ſenſes, that they ſe- 

duce not our minds, and direct every mo- 
tion of our heart and fancy to our true 
happineſs. Perfect, O dear Reedmer, the 
work thou haſt begun, and make even our 
paſſions ſervants of thy grace. Change our 
rude anger into a ſeverity againſt our ſelves, 
and a prudent zcal againſt the fins of others, 

Converr our fear into a timorouſneſs to of- 

fend, and an awful reverence of thy ſacred 

Name: Let all our affections be turned in- 


3 Su = 3 — 


to charity, that our hearts may deſire no- 


* our thoughts on thee, and never take them 


* leaſt, O thou fountain of eternal bounty, 


i 
thing but thee, whom we may ſafely love 
with our whole ſtrength, whoſe heaven we 
may covet, and fear no exceſs. 


O thou, whoſe bliſsful viſion is the joy 
of angels, and ſovercign happineſs of all 
thy ſaints. : O that our ſouls could love 
thee without limits, as thou art in thy ſelf 
_ infinitely amiable: That we could fix all 


off from the memory of thy ſweetneſs. At 
that flows ſo freely with perpetual bleflings: 


let every day we receive of thee, ſtill ſet 
e ee e „ 


apart Tome portion of it ſelf, ſeriouſly to 
meditate on thy infinite mercies, and hearti- 
ly rejoice in thy 182 rewards; mer- 
cies that give us all we have, and rewards 
that exceed all we can deſire. 


The PRAYER. 


4 God, who alone canſt order the 
unruly wills and affect ions of ſinful dien 
vouchſafe me, I beſeech thee, the aſſiſtance of 
rhy holy ſpirit, to enable me to ſubdue a 
mortify all my corrupt affections and vicious 
Inclinations, that I may abandon every evit 
way,which is inconſiſtent with the enjoyment of 
thy favour, and it may be the very buſineſs of 
my life to purify my ſelf as thou art p 
from all inordinate cares aud fears, from ſen- 
ſual v'S aud brutiſh paſſions ; from anger 
hatred, envy and malice, pride and vanty, - 
falſeneſs and diſſimulation, murmuring ans 
diſcontent ; and from whatſoever is oppaſite to - 
thy bleſſed nature aud will, declared by Chritt 
Jeſus. O let thy grace continually prevent ©. 
«na follow me, that all the thoughts and de- 
ſigns of my mind, all the affetions and paſſions 
of my heart, and all the actions of my life and 
converſation may be ſuch, as thou wilt ap 
prove, accept, and reward, for the ſake of thy 
well-beloved Son Jeſas Chriſt my bleſſed To 


* * Amen, M 
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S MEDITATION V3 


1 dowed with dominion over the earth, and, 


- 
- 
7 


On the Fall of A. 


Rom. v. 12. Wherefore as by one Man Si 
entred into the world, and death by fin; 
ſo death paſſed upon all Men, for that 
all have ſinnen. 

a J. | | 

[ Nhappy man ! at firſt created juſt and 


righteous, as every Work come: 
r from the hands of God; at firſt en- 


"Which was more, with dominion over him 
"elf ! Man was to have ſpent a few ple 
Jant years on earth, and then have bect 
tranſlated to the Heaven of Heavens: But 
all thoſe privileges did the fooliſh creature 


ting of the tree of knowledge of good 


I 1h by doing one guilty and needleſs act; 
| 3 and evil, and therein diſobeying the law 


pl 

1 

W 

| 
| 


Unha 
4d miſery. By this one ſinful act our fin 


* 
y man has now forfeited all good, 


parents ruin'd themſelves acid all their pol 


terity with them: From thenceforth ou 
Hodicg were doom'd to diſſolution, and 
| _ 


ed himſelf to the invaſion of ever 


OY A + A A” — — 


V( 


Pitt V. - On the Fall of Man. At 
condemned to return to the duſt from 
whence they were taken: From thence- 
forth our appetites became brutiſh and ſen» 
ſual, and rebellious againſt the laws of right 
reaſon ; the mind of man is now deſtitute 
of its moral excellency, and the glorious 
image of God is defaced. The apoſtate 
ſpirit that tempted to the ſin, has infected 
our nature with his _ reſemblance; 
Thus are we wretches become liable to 
all thoſe ſickneſſes and pains that infect 
our bodies; and to thoſe violent 
and diſorders which diftemper and torment 
bur minds: By this one fin the favour of 
our God was forfeited, and we are all by 
nature the children of wrath, We are 
expoſed to the tyranny of the devils while 
live, and liable to partake in their tors , 
ments when we die. 
IV. Mes 
But when our great guilt had ptovoked 
he divine anger againft us, then did out 
iſery move his compaſſion ; he pitied the 
Poor creature, undone by its own folly: 
is infinite goodneſs pitied the man 
ouſands of ſouls, which one raſh act 
ur firſt parents had undone; and when 
hey might expect to - you from his juſtice 


— 
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an irreverſible ſentence of condemnation, 
chen did his wonderful mercy condeſcend 
to comfort them, by making the firſt pro- 
W mile of a mighty Saviour: A Saviour that 
ſhould conquer him who now hath the 
power of death, and who is become ruler 
in the children of * 

For thou, O adorable Son of God, co- 
eternal and co-equal with the Father: 
Thou didſt undertake to redeem us by an 
amazing way, which will be the eternal won- 
der of all thy moſt intelligent creatures. 
Bleſſed Son of God, thou didſt undertake 
our help, when it was not in the power of 
any creature to help us: Then didſt thou 
undertake to ranſom us from our Miſery. 
O how free, how unmerited, how di/intereſtca 
= was this thy love! preventing not only our 
dies, but our knowledge, ſurpaſſing our 
wiſhes, as well as 1 ; 
In the fulneſs of time, O kind Redeemer Wiſh: 

thou didſt deſcend into this miſcrable e 

world. And while here, thou wenteſt -. 

bout doing good, and diffuſing. the lige 

of thy ſaving inſtructions By taking 14M 

human nature into a perſonal union wil 
the divine, thou didſt put thy ſelf into ſubi 


jccticg 


— 
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jection under the law; and by thy ſpotleſs 
life and patient death thou haſt ſatisfied all 
the demands of the law for us; ſo that be- 
lieving in thee we are righteous by thy lite, 
and our fins are attoned for by thy pe 
© ous death; thy death upon the croſs was 
an all-ſufficient ſacrifice for the fins of the 
whole world: vii | 


Lord what a happy change has = com- 
Wing wrought! what glorious effects has 
thy doctrine produced! Narrow was once 
the gate, and ftrait the path to bliſs, and 
2 ew there were that found it. Once in a 
populous city not ten righteous were found; 
ind on the whole earth but eight that were 
ed: But now we ſee many with a ſtrong 
nd generous love, endeavour to run after | 
Whcc in the ways of thy commandments. 
hence, O bleſſed Jeſus, could this ſtrange 
Wnprovement come? Whence could theſe 
eſſings ſpring, but from thy * life, and 
e infinite merits of thy death? O let us 
ep alive in our hearts the memory of th 
ach, and do thou apply to our ſouls 


t 2 

ige virtuc of thy paſſion. 

che : VIII: FE. 

v1" © ſpotleſs Lamb, once ſlain for us on 
due croſs, have mercy on us, ungrateful 
ci R 2 wretghes 
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wretches; be thou our powerful advocate 
with thy heavenly Father, and ſolicite by 


| cred Self before his throne, and turn away 
the wrath we deſerve for our fins. May 
every age ling praiſes to our God, and all 
gencrations adore his providence. From 
the beginning his mercy hath till laid 
W mcans to raiſe us to thoſe bleſſed objects, 
which are above our nature. At firſt he 
created Alam with all neceſſary know- 
ledge, and then ordained the patriarchs 
to inform their families: Afterwards he 
charged the angels to bring us his com- 
mands, and often inſpired the prophets to 
declare his will. When he had done all 
this, and found it not enough to guide un- 
toward man to his true end, what did he 
then to fave the periſhing world ? O ſtrange 
= exccſs of the divine goodneſs! He ſent 
even his own beloved Son to dwell among 
= us, and teach us the way of ſalvation : To 
= tcach us that facred art of training up our 
fouls for Heaven, and fitting them for 3 
bleſſed union with himſelf. 
| þ EY 
But, O thou king ot glorious ſweetneſs, 
whoſe flowing tongue dropt milk and 
honey! we were alas, not happy 2 by 
| 0 


— 


chy merits his mercy for us; offer thy ſa- 
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hold thy perſon, nor our cars worthy to 
hear thy voice! yet e're we were born, 
thou hadſt us in thy thoughts, and didſt 
provide a method to ſupply that defect; 
ſelecting a number of choice diſciples, and 
throughly inſtructing them in thy heavenly} 
doctrine, that they might keep alive rhe: 
memory of thee, and witneſs to all nations 
thy ſtupendous Work. Thou didſt verify 
their miſſion with the power of miracles, 
and inflame their hearts with the fire of thy 
* over all the world they proclaimed 
5 yy goſpel, and ſcaled it with their own 


The PRAYER. 


J. 

0 Moſt glorious God, the almigb Creator 
and wiſe governor of the world, how 
manifold are thy works! O Lord, in wiſdom”. 
haſt thou made them all? but it is man whom 
thou haſt made the nobleſt inhabitant of this 
lower world; thou breathedſt into his body the 
breath of life, and he became a living ſoul : 
thou madeſt him little lower than the angels, 
that thou mighteſt crown him with glory and 
honour : thou maaeſt him in thine image, and 
gaveſt him all thoſe excellent powers by which 
he was fitted to know and love, ſerve and en- 
Joy thee, his ſovereign Lord and chief Good. 
mou gaveſt him a law which was holy, juſt 

| R 3 | and 
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aud good, that by obeying thee he might attain 
% full Felicity. Bur fooliſh and ungrateful 


8 pinefs, by turning from thee his God; and by 
one man fin entered into the world, and death 
Sin. But when we thus forſook our God, 
be rock of our ſalvation, thou didſt not nut- 
erly forſake us; when we had loft our ſelves, 
aua by ſin became thine enemies, thy mercy pi- 
tied us, and gave us the promiſe of a redsemer, 
200 in the fulneſs of time aſſumed our nature, 
fulfilled thy law, and ſuffered for our ſins: 
im haſt thou exalted tobe a Prince and a Sa- 
viour, to givens repentance and remiſſion of fins. 
O that men would therefore praiſe the Lord 
for his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works 
to the children of Men! 


II. 

Bleſſed be God, and bleſſed be that meray, 
which hath done ſo great things for us. O be 
pleaſed to work that in me which thou ex- 
pecteſt from me; never ſuffer me to abuſe thy 
mercies, nor to turn thy grace into wanton- 
neſs ; but give me ſuch a ſenſe of all thy glo- 
rious favours, as may engage me to love thee, 
and ſerve thee with all the powers of my ſoul ; 
aud do thou, O God of Peace, that broughteſt 
again from the dead our Lord Jeſus, the great 
Shepherd of the ſheep, thro' the blood of thy 
everlaſting covenant, make me perfect in all good 
works to do thy will, working in me that 
which is pleaſing in thy fight, thro* the ſame 
_—-- Feſus 


nan quickly fell from his innocency and hap- 
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eſus Chriſt, to whom be glory for ever an 
ever. Amen. | - 


MEDITATION VI 
Chrift and the Soul. 


Phil. iv. 13. I can do all things through Chriſt 
that ſtrengthens me. 


I, | 
H O will give me this happy favour, 
that I may find my God alone: that 
I may find him in the filence of retirement, 
Where the noiſe of this world can no way 
interrupt us? where my God may ſpeak to 
me, and I to him, as deareſt friends con- 
verſe together; that I may untold before 
him all my wants, and freely ask the 
charity of his Counſel. What ſhall I do 
O my gracious Lord, to be happy here? 
what ſhall I dp to be happy hereafter? na- 
ture already has thus far taught me, that 
in all J undertake, I "_ my own good. 
I 


— — 


| But I have cauſe to fear I ſhall miſtake 
chat good, and ſet up an idol inſtead of 
dee, unleſs thou my God, vouchſafe to in- 
WH ffruct me, and ſhew my foul its true Felt- 
city. Hearken, O my foul, how the eter- 
nal wiſdom gives thee advice; and let every 

; | =” R 4 word 
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Word fink deep into thy heart. Seek with 
thy firſt endeavours the kingdom of Heaven, 
and all things elſe ſpall be added to thee; love 
with thy whole affeions the enjoyment of thy 
God, and all things elſe ſpall conſpire to thy 
happineſs. "— 


All theſe, my lips confeſs, are excellent 
truths, but when, O my God, ſhall my 
life confeſs them? when ſhall J perfectly 
overcome my paſſions, and guide them fo, 
that they may draw me to thy ſelf? while 
= they are mine, alas, I cannot govern them; 

- behold, dear Lord, I offer them all to thee, 
do thou direct and govern all their motions 
by thy grace, left they violently carry me 
away from my duty: wean thou my heart 
from all the vanities of this world, and 
fix it on things above; that I may hunger 
and thirſt perpetually after thee, and thoſe 
glorious promiſes thou haſt made to th 

ervants; that my whole ſoul may ſee 
thee alone, ſince = ** art my Heaven. 

When O my ſoul, ſhall thy God find 
= thee alone, from all thoſe buſy thoughts 
= that fill thy head? O with what ready 
ity would he then inftru& thee, and 

et thee into his bleſſed ſecrets; _ 
| &3 " W y1d 
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would become thy familiar gueſt, and dwell 
with thee in perpetual joy. Lord, thou muſt 7 
enter firſt, and chaſe thoſe fancies away, 
and conſecrate my ſoul a temple to thy 
ſelf; take thou an entire poſſeſſion of it, 
and ſuffer not the enemies of my peace to 
return. Do thou rule and reign in me, as 
my ſovereign king and abſolute Lord; for 
thy government 1s mild, and thy rewards 
arc infinite. 5 


What haſt thou promiſed, gracious Lord, 
to him that receives thee with an humble 
love? all that's contained in thoſe ſweet 
and myſtick words, he dwells in me, and I 
in him. O bleſſed words, if once my 
ſoul can ſay, he dwells in me, and I in 
him; He is my refuge in all temptations; 
he is my comfort in all diſtreſſes? he is 
my ſecurity againſt all my enemies; be 
dwells in me, and I in him; what can an in- 
finite bounty give greater than it ſelf, and 
what can an empty creature receive greater 
than his God? 8 | 


O glorious God, my life, my joy, and 
the only center of all were my un- 
ſteady Soul once united to thee, or once 
had rcliſhed the ſweetneſs of thy r 

W 


3 
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how would all other company ſeem dull 
and tedious, and the whole world be bit- Wir 
ter to my taſte? how would my thoughts Ws! 
= cleave fait to thee, and gladly ſeal this . 
W cvcrlaſting covenant ? If thou, O Lord, wilt Wi 
dwell with me, my heart ſhall continually 
attend on thee; night and day will I ting 
thy praiſes, and all my life long adore 
thy mercics. | 
VII. 


Thou art my only hope, O bleſſed Jeſus, 
and thy favour alone is all things to me. In 
= thee I find the providence of a father, and 

the tender kindneſs of an indulgent mother: 
in thee I enjoy the protection of a King, 
and the rare fidelity of a conſtant friend; in 
thee I poſſeſs whatever I want, and thy ful- 
neſs exceeds even my utmoſt defires; thou 
art, O 7eſu, my God and all things; what 
can I deſire more? already enough is ſaid 
for them that love, and know the value of 

thoſe precious words: what couldſt thou 

ſay, dear Lord, more ſweet than this? thy 

delight is to be with the children of men. 
VIII. 

O ſweet and charming words, my God 
and all things ! ſweet in exceſs to thoſe that 
taſte them; not to the corrupted palates of 

the world, who reliſh nothing but the 8. 

| 5 
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=” M gracious Goa,wwho not ouly per mitte 
= but doſt encourage, nay command ns 10 


amake our requeſts known unto thee, and hi 
promiſes by thy ae Son, that whatever ws 
ask in his name, if it be expedient for us, u- 
ſhall receive; aſſiſt me with thy grace, ſo n 
advert to the all.ſuſſiciency and almighty good. 
Aeſs of thy divine nature, and the miſerable in. 
argency of my own, that Imay have a due vali 
for this ineſtimable favour, aud be ſo much mi 
own friend, as often to bend my knees befor 
the throne of thy grace, and lay my ſupplica 
tions before thee. 1 | 


Do thou prepare my ſoul by the inſpiration 
of thy holy ſpirit, that it may become a hou 
of prayer, and a fit habitation for thee my Gulf 
O may I be frequent in pious ejaculations, ani 
enental breathings towaras thte my chiefeſt golf 
and conſtant in the more ſolemn returns both 
publick and private devotion and may a full 
aſſurance of faith and holy Importunity alway 
accompany my aaareſſes to thee, that ſo Ino 
nat be ſent empty away, hut receive a gre K 


anſwer ro my petitions, to the 2 4 ary nr 
ceſſities, and the advancement of thy gie 
through Jeſus Chriſt wy Reacemer. Amen. er 
; er 

| re 
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MEDITATION VIL 
Againſt Temptations. 


Cor. x. 13. There hath no Temptation 
taken you but ſuch as is common to man; but 
God is faithful, who will not ſuffer you to 
be tempted above that you are able; but wilt 
with the temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, 
that ye may be able to bear it. 


I. 

a ME, let us now call off our thoughts 
6 from ranging abroad, where they but 
Woſc themſelves, and proſtrate our ſelves 
Pefore thee, O Lord, freely confeſſing our 
Pur own miſery, and in the loweſt poſture 
f afflicted pilgrims, humbly implore thy 
Wncrcy. But we, alas, thy helpleſs orphans, 
Pow are we left inthe midſt of our enemies! 
W'o how many dangers is our life expoſed? 
ich how many temptations are we round 


by 

eſet? 

| Temptations in meat, temptations ir | 

Wrink, remprations in converſing, tempta- 

ions in ſolitude, temptations in buſineſs, 
emptations in leiſure, temptations in riches, 
emptations in poverty; all our ways are 
rowed with ſnares, and even our own 
nſes conſpire againſt us. Whither, O my | 
God, 


II. 
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God, ſhall our poor ſouls go, encompaſſed De 
with a body ſo trail, and a world ſo corrupt? 
Whither but to thec, O gracious God! is 
whole grace is able _ ready to aſſiſt us? 
| II. 

Aſſiſt us with thy grace, O eternal wiſdom! 
and direct our ſteps in thy ſafe way; and 
ſtill lead us on towards our happy end. 
Give us the eye and wing of an eagle, to ſec 
our danger and fly from it, But if we muſt 
needs engage cur enemy, and no means left 
to eſcape the encounter, ſtrenthen us, OH 
Lord, to perſevere with courage, that we Ned 
never be wanting in our fidelity to thee ! 
cConvince us, O bleſſed Feſus, into this firm 
belief: And may our memories faithfully 
retain it, whatever our ſenſes ſay to deceive 
us, or the world to obſcure ſo beauteous a 
truth; that thy ſelf alone art our chiefeſt 
good, and the enjoyment of thee our ſu- 

preme felicity. * 


We have heard perhaps ſome melan- 
choly news of ſudden ſickneſſes, or unex- 
; pected deaths; but do we fear to be ſur- 
| prized our ſelves, and provide betimes for 
that day of trial? We meet with accidents 
enough to diſparage this world; but don 
we really feel it loſe credit in our 23 
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d Does our eſteem of the other grow ſtrong. 
t? Band high? and every one faithfully tell 
11 His own foul, it is not in this poor world 
thou muſt expect content, nor hope to en- 
joy a perfect reſt? but a good conſcience is 
1! continual Feaſt, and a peaceful mind the 
d Natepaſt of Heaven. 8 . 
< Order thy whole affairs with the utmoſt 
it Wkill, and, which is ſeldom ſeen, let all 
fr Wuccecd ; ftill thou ſhalt find ſomething to 
O {roublc rhee, and even thy pleaſures will be 
e Nedious to thee: Where-cver thou goeſt, 
e: Will croſſes will follow thee, ſince where- 
m rer thou goeſt thou carrieſt wy ſelf. Who 
ly ben, my God, is truly happy? Or rather, 
ve 410 comes neareſt happineſs? he that with 
; 4 Waticncc reſolves to ſuffer whatever his en- 
eſt W'cavours are not able to avoid. Happy is 
u- Ne that delights to ſuffer, and glories to be 
ke his crucify d 878 - 
I. | 
n- MM When thou art come to this, my ſoul, 
Flat thy croſſes ſeem ſweet for the love of 
ar- Veſus; think then thy ſelf ſublimely happy, 
or ſure thou | haſt found a heaven upon 
ath; at leaſt, the beſt heaven this carth 
an afford: and take it as a pledge of a 
ettex to come. This is, alas, the land 20 
| * the 


- my 


o 


3 
& ſhall hear him pronounce this ſentence to 


and faithful ſervant ; I gave thee two Talents, 


Sometimes we frowardly throw our ſelves 


down, and like weak children, we cat- 


"flies, which arc hard to catch, and trit 


- gractous Lord, our only full and fatisfyiny 


255 an Tempratims. Party 
the dying, but we hope to ſee the glory of ME 
God, in the land of the living; where we 


thoſe that love him, Well done, thou pod 


ang thou haſt gained two more, enter thou in- 
to thy Maſter's Foy. m 
I 


My thoughts, run over the paſlages you 
have met this day, or rather forget fuch 
impertinent things: What have we ſeen 
but diſtracting vanities? and what brought 
home, but unprofitable fancies? How often 
have we felt our minds diſturbed ? hoy 
often endanger'd by unhappy accidents! 


down, and like ſullen children will not 
ſtand. Sometimes the tempeſt throws whit" 


not ſtand ; yet are we venturing ſtill among 

the ſnares, enticed by the appearance 0 

ſome preſent delights. 
VIII. 


We weary our ſelves with running aft 


when they are caught; this we purſue, an 
follow that, but nothing we meet can fil 
our hearts, till we have found our thee, \ 


goo 
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good. Remember, O my ſoul, this truth © 


„ef che world we live in, which our own | 

10 experience too evidently proves; the eye 

„not fill'd with ſeeing its varieties, nor 
he car with hearing all its harmony. 


Remember this truth of the world we 
ope for, made ſure to our faith by the 
ord of Feſtus; the eye hath not ſeen ſuch 
deauteous glories, not has the ear heard 
ſuch raviſhing charms, nor can the heart 
tſelf conceive fuch infinite joys, as our 
od has provided for them that love him; 
our bleſſed Feſus has purchaſed for highs 
ervants, and even for thee, my ſoul, t 
town thy patience, Wherefore in peace 
ay down thy head, and reſt ſecure in the 
protection of thy God, whoſe mercy 10 
graciouſly has ſingled the but, and ſo trongly 
ſtabliſhed thy hope on hunſclt, © 7 
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5 ; I. 8 R . 
& Lmigbty God, the ftrength of all tbem hase 
pur their truſt in thee, mercifully antept.: 
iy prayers, and becauſe thr& the weakneſs 
„ mbrtat nature I can do 10 $004 th 
bee, gram me the help of thy grace, b 
„% weir hftand te ior wrench the * | 
108 4. 64) WV CRLRRL 2 i , 
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Ae eren the devil, aud with a pure hear 
and mind follow thee = only God. 

| * II. 

Prevent me, O Lord, with thy moſt graci- 
ous favour, and further me with thy continual 
help, that in all my works begun, continued, 
and ended in thee, I may glorify thy holy 
name, and finally by thy mercy obtain ever- 
taſting life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


i. oY R 20 PY 2 


Amen. 


MEDITATION VIII. 
© Of a good Life. 


I Pet. iii. 10. For he that will love Life ani 
ſſee good days, let him refrain his tongue 
"= from evil, and his lips:that they ſpeak 10 
| 1) gle, 1 0T 3 1 | Th | 


E N ppy are they, O Lord, who have ſo 


r 0 food pop A tend GA 


much employment, that there re . 
mains no room for idle thoughts. HapP) th 
are they, who have ſo little buſineſs, that. 
they want not time to attend their ſouls FF , 
Happy yet more are they, who in the midi, 
of their work can think ſometimes of the. 

. rewards above; whom nothing diverts ty 
from that chief concern of ſeeking to make c, 

| their election ſure; but while their back}, 
ate bowed doyn with labour, can tres . 


ö 
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raiſe up their minds to heaven, and While 
they are tied to their beds with ſickneſs, 
can yet move on towards their eternal 
reſt. | 


Often they rejoice with themſelves alone, 
and filently ſay in their contented hearts; 
here we, alas! are narrowly confin'd, and 
our time entertained with trivial affairs; 
but hereafter we expect an unbounded gg 
largement, and the ſame glorious offite* 
with the bleſſed angels: Here we are ſub 
ject to a thouſand miſeries, and the moi 
proſperous life is vain and ſhort; but here 
after we expect an infinity of joy, and the 
ſolid pleaſures of Heaven for cyer. '4 
| III. | 
We too, O gracious Lord, who now A- 
dore thee, and in thy preſence repeat thele® 
words: We humbly pray thee guide us in 
PP the ways of virtue, that we never incling 
MW to any vicious extreme; deliver us from 
Je ſtormy ſea of buſineſs, and the dad 
water of a ſlothful life, leſt we be caſt a- 
Jay by forgetting thee, or become gor- 
ſupted by neglecting our ſelves; M us, 
ſometimes at leaſt, recollect our thoughts, 
ow much ſocver our condition diſtracts us; 
Make us look up with confidence in thee 
43 2 © 2 our oo 


» q 
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our God, how low ſocver our afflictions 
F depreſs us; make us look upto the manhons 
| of bliſs and feed our ſouls with this ſweet 
hope. The day will come when out of 
this dark, we ſhall Eu aſcend to that 
beauteous light: The day will come, and 
cannot be far off, when we ſhall reſt for 
evcr in the boſom * With 
Whither, O my God, ſhould we wan- 
dex, if left to our ſelves? Where ſhould 
we fix our hearts, if not directed by thee ? 
Now great is thy goodneſs, O Lord, which 
thou haſt laid up for thoſe that love thee? 
Where, O thou boundleſs ocean of charity! 
where will thy overflowing ſtreams ſtay 
their 2 We ar d our 1 ſtrive 
to oppoſe thee, but nothing can reſiſt thy 
A hty goodneſs, | 


» 
Happy, O Lord, are they whoſe. very 
Pulineſs is thy ſacred ſervice; who not only 
beſte / an interrupted glance, but ficadily 
Ax their eyes on thee; who not only vii 
thy houſe ſomctimes, but night and day 
dwelh in thy preſence : When the fun riſcs, 
it finds them at their maſter's work, and 
ben it ſets, it leaves. them at tho fame 


them, 


ect task. Every place is a church to 
1 | _ 
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them, and every day is a holy ſabbath; 
every object an occaſion of piety, and every 
accident an exerciſe of virtue. 

Do they behold the beauteous ftars, they 
preſently adore their great creator. Dg 
they look down on the truitful earth, they 
inſtantly begin to praiſe his bounty. Let 
wars and tumults diſturb the woxld, they 
paſs through all as unconcern'd, and 
{ſmoothly go on in their regular courſe} 
looking ſtill up to that glorious life above 
and entertaining this preſent in hope and 
ſolitude, that at laſt they may gain what 
they have ſo long dchir'd, and live for ever 
in eternal glory. 5 


When they depart ſometimes from their 
proper center, if they leave tor a little 
while their beloved retirement, it is to 
ry aſſiſt and give life to others, and inflaꝶ 
ly ſome cold or luke warm heart. Wo 

are abroad, they are ſtill with thee, | 
nothing can divide them from thy dear 
preſence; when they return ſtill - devout 
and innocent, thou receiveſt them as fami- 
liar friends, and freely admitteſt them co 
me thy ſcoret ſweetneſs, Thou giveſt them a 
to taſte from thine o full board, and over 
cM, | 'S - iis .floweft 
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floweſt their hearts with the wine of glad- 


neſs. | 
| VIII. | 
Often they feel a little beam from Hea- 
yen ſtrike gently upon their Hearts, and fill 
their breaſts with light; often that gentle 
light is kindled into a flame, and chaſtly 
burns with pure deſires; deſires that ſtil! 
mount up, and aim at thee, the center of 
all their Hopes. O happy ftate of devout 
and pious fouls; who are tree from the cares 
and tumults of this world, free from tho 
dangerous allurements of fin, and perpetual- 
Jy ſolicited with engagements to Virtue: 
"who ſeldom fall, or quickly riſe, and make 
Liwift advances in the way to Heaven; who 
live in peace, and die with confidence; and 
then go to _ — Choir of Angels, 
2 | IX. by tank 


1 


= 2 „ „ he EE 


| - bleſſed God! who governeſt all things 
in perfect wiſdom, and aſſigneſt every one 
his proper place and task; if thou art plea- 
fed to diſpoſe our lives, in circumſtances 
teſs favourable than theſe: O let thy power- 
ful hand ſupply our wants, and lead us on 
in our low path; that at leaſt afar off we 
may follow them, who ſtrive to tread fo 
near thy ſteps; ſo ſhall we arrive at the rich 
inheritance of that holy land; fo ſhall we 
| . Sad! 


A 
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p gladly enter thoſe bliſsful gates, and dwell 
tor ever in the city of Peace. , 


The PRAYER. 


* ) A 
J. X 5 

11 Lord, thou lover of ſouls, for whom they 

le were made, and in whom alone they can 


be happy; there is none I have in Heaven but 
11 WW thee, nor on earth beſides thee, who art the per- 
f Fection of wiſdom, power, and gooaneſs; and the 
t fountain of all the good that is in us. Happy 
gare thoſe Holy ſouls who have learnt of thee to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre- 
ſent world, and whoſe. hearts by that means 
are full of the bleſſed hope of immortality her 
after ; and of thy tender care of them ub 
they are here. There is nothing ſo aefirable, 
10 2s to be holy as thou art holy in all manner of 
d Wh Converſation. I is the perfection of our 1. 
s. ure, the end of our being, and the true ſatifs 
faction of our hearts, to have thy image form 
vs 64 in us in ee and true Holineſs. - 


25 O bleſſed God, give me ſuch a lively ſenſe 4 
*” Wl 7-eſe things, and ſuch earneſt deſires after 

es attainments of them, that it may be my perpes 
1- Wh 7447 delight as well as ſtudy, to give thee tl 
n Honour hat is due unto thyName ; to love H 
ve 221th all my Heart, and Soul. and Strength; 
ſo 0 Preſerve an holy Fear of thee in m Mn] 
ch hope in thy never. failing Merc ies, and to 
ve rejoicg evermore in thy love, and that good 
Pope, 1 7 are better than life it ſelf. Budus 
7 1 | * 0 8 4 me, 


to us, this ought to be our conſtant rule, to 
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me, good Lord, with true humility of ſpigit, 
with a contented mind and moderate deſires: 
det no covetouſneſs, no ambition, or love of any 
F pleaſure betray me to diſponour thee, hurt my 
neighbour, or abuſe my ſelf, Grant this, 0 
merciful father, for thy dear Son's ſake Jeſus 


{ Chriſt our Zora. Amen, 


MEDITATION IX 
| On Contentment. | 
1 Tim. vi. 6. But Goalineſs with Content: 
; ment is great Gain. F 
1 - J. | 
FF ET us fit down in peace, O my ſoul, Wi: 
E and reſt ſecure in the boſom of provi-if 
dence; let us not diſturb the order of thoſe 
mercics, which our God has deſigned us in 
his eternal counſels: every accident may be 
turned into a virtue, and every virtue is 25 
ſtep towards our glorious End. If our af: 
fairs ſucceed, let us praiſe our great bene- 
| factor, and think what he will give wi 
| hereafter, who does ſo favour us here; it 
| ey miſcarry, let us yield to the will oi 
Heaven, and learn by our croſſes in this 
world to love the other; whatever happens 


provide for the other life, and be 


pr. 0 tentec 
Vik the preſent. 


» - 7 _ „ ; £3 5 * J 
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we breathe in, the bright ſun that ſhines 
upon ws, the waters of the bounteoy 
earth, that do ſo faithfully ſerve us; 
the exerciſe of our ſenſes, and the uſe d 
gur reaſon, if not in excellency, at leaf 

in ſome good degree : All theſe things, 0 
Lord, thou generally affordeſt both to the 
good and to the had; and for the leaſt of 

eſe none can praiſe thee enough. Wha 

ſhall we ſay then? Can we yet with any ju 

Mee complain, becauſe ſome few perhaps 
are more proſperous than we? Should wii 
not rather look down on the many beloy 
us, and be thankful to ſee our ſelves mor; 


| favourcd than they ? 
2 Iv 


* | . 
Had we ſome deſperate canker breeding 
on dur face, or ſome noiſome leproſy ſpread 
ing over our skin, (theſe we muſt all contcl 
are incident to our nature, and much more 
than theſe is due to our ſins) what would v 
then give to be as we now are? How glad! 
Would we cxchange them for a moderate 
tion? Did we conſider the good we ur 
Kgeſervedly enjoy, and the evil we ſuffer not 
but deſerve, and others groan under, ws 
& f].ould reckon every cvil we arc tree fro 
& as ſo many new favours! Did we diligent!) 
& employ our ſelves in peflecting up o 
—"_ | | £58 F ICI 
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ercies, and our own guilt, we ſhould find 
ittle leiſure, and leſs reaſon to condole our 


afflictions, but ſhould divert our complaints 
pon our ſelves, and be aſtoniſhed at Gods 


2 zoodneſs in continuing his bleſſings in de- 
oH pitc ofall our provocations, and at our own 
the daſeneſs, in continuing our provocations in 


Wcſpitc of thoſe * 


Say not in thy heart, had I that fair eſtate 
r were I entruſted with ſo high a place, I 
Whould know how to contrive things better 
nd never commit ſuch groſs miſtakes. Tell 
Wc how doſt thou manage thine own em 

dloyments, and fit the little room thou fill- 
| in the world? Do thy riches make thee 
nore wiſe, and generouſly aſſiſt the innocent 
oor? Docs thy poverty make thee humble 

Ind faithfully [hour or thy little family? 

Doſt thou 1n every ſtate Ive thanks to hea 

en, and contentedly ſubmit to irs ſevereſt 
Wccrees? Canſt thou rejoicingly ſay to God, 
my adored Creator I am glad my lot 8s 48 
by hands; Thou art all wiſdom, and ſea 
ants, thou art all goodneſs, and delighteſ# to res 
ve me; under thy providence I know Iam ſafe; 
batever befals me, thou guideſt tomy advantage; 
thou wilt have me obſcure and low, thy Hae 
be done; if thou wilt load my back wit, 


croſſes, 
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croſſes, and embitter my days with grief or ſick 
neſs, fill may thy bleſſed will, O Lord, be done; 
what thou willeft is always beſt. If therefore it 
be thy will I ſhould be in darkneſs, be thou bleſ- 
fed; and if it be thy will I ſhould be in light, 


be thou again bleſſed. If thou vouchſafeſt to Iv 


comfort me, be thou bleſſed ; and if thou wilt 
aid me, be thou ever equally bleſſed. Still 
uw thy creature in thine own bleſt way. 

lace where-ever thou pleaſeſt thy other fa- 
wours, but ſecure to my ſoul a Portion in thy 
| Jove: Take from me what thou pleaſeſt of the 
* Things thou haſt lent me; but leave, I beſeech 


- Thee, in my heart the poſſeſſion of thy ſelf : Let | 


- ofhers be preferr'd, and me neglected; let their 


affairs ſucceed, and mine if thou pleaſaſt miſ PF” 


carry; 1am willing to endure whatever thou art | 
p P leaſed to lay upon me: And 9 to recerve the . 


good and evil, the comforts and the croſſes of this IE 


tife, with the very ſame yarn of mind. 


All that I beg is the eſtabliſhing my heart Ir 


in the way of thy commandments; and, ſo 


| Jong as I iwerve not from truth and right- 
0 


eouſneſs, ſecure my ſoul, and for the re 
thy pleaſure, for thou art wiſe, and juſt, and 
95 and ſuch, I am ſure, are all the 
methods of thy providence. 8 18 
4 


The 
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The PRRA YER. 5 


| I. | 
75 0 Moſt blefſed God, the ſupreme governor of the _ 
world, ao art unſearchable in thy wiſdom, 
fe unſpotted in thy juſtice, and irreſiſtable iu thy 
ft, Bower, aud whoſe gooaneſs hath no bounds, but 
to Nx bat thy wife and holy will gives unto it: 1 
ilt Bpraiſe and adore thee far thy infinite bounty to 
% Nall the world, and for all thy favours vouchſa- 
u. to me thy ſinful creature, who am not mor- 
5 thy of the leaſt regard from thee, whom I have 
euch neglected, and whoſe love and clemency 
hy iiave too often abuſed. 
He II. | 
ch | Pardon, Ibeſeech thee, all my neglects of thee, 
Let nt hankfulneſs to thee, and offences againſt thee, 
eir Bud ſettle in me an unmoveable faith in thy in- 
iſe Fuite mercies, a conſtant love and"chearfut af- 
fection to my duty, and a readineſs of heart to 
he ey thee, and toſubmit to thy wiſe appointments 


n high eſteem of thy infinite wiſdom and good- 
(5, that 1 may be perfectiy ſatisfred under all 
he events and iſſues of thy providence; and 
whatſoever thou art pleaſed to order for my 


ſo Fortion, Lord, help me to be perfectly contents 
ht- Nu well pleaſed with it, believing it to be the 
do Nit of thine infinite wiſdom and goodneſs. 
III 
nd 


Ae Aſſiſt me, I beſeech thee, with ſuch a meaſure 
| thy grace, that religion may become m] 
emper and conſtitution, and thy holy will my 

'y aus pleaſure, my full content and juſt 4 
«tion 


in every condition. Preſerve: in my mind ſuch. | 


; wo ' The Prayer. Part IV. 


act jon; that I may always take upon me ani 
bear the croſs of Chriſt with a pliable ſubmiſſive 
Frame and remper of ſpirit, a free, ſincere, entire 
”" obedience to his laws, aud learn of him to be 
meek and lowly of heart, hat I may find reſt 
unto my ſoul. Juto thee, O Lord Telus, Icom. 
mend my ſelf, I truſt thee with my health, my 
are, friends and ull that I have; allot what 
thou pleaſeſt for me, let it be unto me according 
we will. Not my will, but thy will be dont. 
men, | 


* 


4 


; PART V. 
MEDITATION I. 
2 
to Heaven, but ſmote upon his breaft, ſayinity; 


God be merciful to me a ſinner. 


——ů——— —ͤ— 


want an eternal ſuject of his mereyʒ 


part his goodneſs, and diſtinguiſh from che 
reſt of the creation, by greater inſtances of 


hen fin had made a breach betwixt God, 
and man, and his mercy might have given 


gen Place to the ſeyerer attribute of his juſtice, 


bio DO DO; Fats 
Onſider, O my ſoul, our God [ 
created man, that he might never 


that he might have a being to which to ime, | 


New-Year's-Gift.. | 


hat merey which is over all his works. And 
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his wiſdom and power were ſet on work to 
reſtore ſinners to a poſſibility of that tnercy 
they had juftly bete 

He gave his ſon chat they might not 
periſh; ſent him from heaven to preach Re- 
pentance and Remiſfon of their fins, and was 
content he ſhould die, to capacitate them to 
live: And the bleſſed Fe/ws, that he might 
be the Image of his father's /ove and goodneſs, 
as well as glory, came on purpoſe to be the 
ſaviour of them that were loſt: and that he 
might be ſo, has conſtituted an order of men 
to beſcech ſinners in his ſtead to be recon- 
ciled nnto God, and with an undiſtinguiſſ- 
ing goodneſs has tender'd a pardon to all 
that return to him b 1 


Thou, O God, has told us, that thou de- 
+ firef# not the death of a finner, but rather that 
he ſhould turn from his fin and be ſaved; and 
can I think thou canſt contradict thy ſelf, 
or believe tis thy will I ſhould periſh, when 
thou haft ſaid, thou would have me return 
and live? thou gaveft thy ſon, that whoſoever 
believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting li hart all men come 


6% | 
to the know age of thy truth, that they might fl; 
goodneſs 


| bs ſoved; and ſhall I dintruſt chat 


that 
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that is thus freely tendered to all the 
world? * 


Tis true, I am a ſinner; but tis to ſuch 
that need, "and 'tis to ſuch that God has 
tender'd mercy. I am a notorious offender 
but *ris for ſuch Chrift has died. I am weary 
and heavy laden, and my iniquity is greater 
than I can bear; but tis to ſuch that Chris 


has promiſed reſt. 
v. 


O my God, let me never fruſtrate the de- 
ſigns of that mercy which alone is ſufficient 
tor me. Let me never queſtion that merit 
that is enough to fave the world, nor doubt 
of that goodneſs which nothin but my own 
Impenitence can deprive me of; but let thy 
ſparing and forbearing mercy lead me to re- 
pentance, and work in me an ingenious ſor- 
row and grief for all my ſins, ſuch as thou 
haſt required and wilt accept. 


The PRAYER 

God, yh didſt ſeverely puniſh our firſt pa. 
rents for eating the forbidden fruit, and 

haſt recommended to 1 the neceſſary duties 
abſtinence and faſting; grant, I beſeech 1108, 
that by obſerving aan bh 7 hoy diſcipline 
bropoſed to us, in the laws an 77 actice of thy 
e 1 may correct 2 levities, and , 

m 


n 


: * 7 O00 Aw. Gow ©@ T F7. 


my exceſſes, and ſubaue my irregular appetites, 
and fruſtrate the temptations of the enemy, and 
ſecure my perſeverance, and aaily proceed to 
new degrees of virtue and devotion, till inthe 
end of my life, Treceive the end of my labours, 
the ſalvation of my ſoul in thy heavenly king- 
dom, thro our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hy Son, to 


hom with thee and the Holy Ghoſt be honour 


and glory, world without ena. Amen, 
3 MEDITATION IL 


Friday's Weekly Faft. 
Matth. xvii. 21. This kind goeth not out, but by 
prayer and 1 | 
I 


Fl deſire and am reſolved to be a Chri- 
I tian, I muſtin the firſt place renounce my 
ſelf, I muſt mortify my carnal luſts and 
worldly affections. This I am told by 
Chriſt himſelf; and if I do not believe him, 
why do I call him Lord, and profeſs to truſt 
in him as my Saviour? But it [ do believe 
him, why do I not act accordingly? - 


II: 
O my bleſſed Lord, how frequently and 
unhappily do I forget that thou art my 


maſter, and I thy ſervant ; that my chiefeſ 


buſineſs is to do thy will; and that my 


greateſt happineſs as well as duty, is 10 
obey thee ? Io ic not becauſe I alſo forg 
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that thou didſt redeem me from a moſt 
wretched ſlavery? That thou didſt pay an 
immenſe price for me? That thou becameſt 
a ſervant for me, before thou requireſt any 
ſervice from me; and that thou didſt firit 
love me before thou didſt intreat my love? 
III. 

But, O my gracious God, I Have not on- 
ly forgotten my obligations to thee, but 
have many times acted contrary unto them: 
my Sins I muſt confeſs are both very many 
and exceeding great, frequently repeated, 
and of long continuance, I have abuſed 
mercy, and may therefore expect judgment; 
and what can ] now plead to avert the ſen- 
tence, or where ſhall I have a peace- offer- 
ing which may not be deſpiſed? I can give 
nothing but what is thine already; and I can 
ſuffer nothing bur mw I have deſerv'd. 

IV. 

I am told, nothing is more acceptable 
than a broken heart; but can an heart pol- 
luted with guilt, and enſlaved to the power 
of fin, be a fit ſacrifice for ſo glorious, 16 
holy, and pure a God? Can he like the 
which 1 abhor? Yes, he hath faid it, w 
beſt kows what will pleaſe himſelf; if he 
value it, it is worthy; for the worth of 
any thing is to be js by his eſtimate of 

2 It, 


| 


| 


| 
1 
q 


But thou giveſt me liberty, and inviteſt me 
to plead for my ſelf; to come and proſtrate / 
myſelf at thy feet, to implore thy mercy, to = 


* 


the merits of thy precious blood; and 14 
my love to thee be proportionable to m 
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it. O my God, enable me (Tbeſecch thee) 
to preſent thee with ſuch a broken and con- 
trite heart, as thou haſt required, and wilt 
accept. 1 


Lord, had I offended any carthly prince 
that had power over me, in that grievous 
manner that I have offended thy divine 
Majeſty, I ſhould be loaded with irons, 
— caſt into a dungeon, and never be ad- 
mitted to ſec his face, or to beg his pardon. , 


retract my folly, and ſhew how much I am / 

rieved for it! and if I am fincere in this, Mer; 
f am aſſured of thy pardon, and that thou 
wilt receive me into * again. 

Lord, I beſeech thee, as it is written in 
thy book that I have ſinned, fo therein let 
it be regiſter'd, that I truly repent ; tha 
J judge and puniſh my ſelf, and endeavou 
has I canto undoand recal it again. Let 
the penance I here perform, my ſighs an 
tears, my prayers and bitter forrows, qua 
lify. me tor thy pardon, and entitle me tf 


Uns 


II ſins, and thy great mercies, that I may 
) hear that ble voice; much is rein 


bee, becauſe thou loveſt much,; and I may go 
and fin no more. 


: The PRAYER | a 
de O Bleſſed Jeſus, who by thy holy dodtrine haſt 
taught us to faſt, and watch, and pray, 
ne end by thy blefſed example powerfully engaged 
is. % 20 follow thy ſteps; I beſeech thee vouckſafe 
% grace, ſo ro mortify my body, by wich. 
| drawing the fewel from my unruly paſſions, aud 
to reduce my immoderate ſleep to the meaſures 
mc il of neceſſary refreſpoment, that my mind may 
arc ¶ the better be diſpoſed for prayer and medita- 
to ¶ rions; and may ſo devoutly celebrate here the 
am fats and feſtivals of thy. church, that I may: 
his, MW eternally rejoice with thee hereafter in the 
hou Kingdom of thy glory, where with the Father: 
and the Holy Ghoſt thou liveſt and reigneſt euer 
one God world without end. Amen. 


MEDITATION III. 


\ let | Aſhp-Weaneſe day. | 
cha Take iv. 2. Tn thoſe Dos be did eat nothing. 
Let 


E fix our affections ſo paſſionately on 
the things of this world, that ĩt is 
Ward to bring our ſelves to due refle&ions 
n the other; and ſo difficult to en- 
rtain the thoughts of both together, 
e | ah that 


re tr 70v 
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that it is hard, if not impoſſible, for the 
beſt of men to preſerve a juſt Idea of anothe 
life, whilft they give up themſelves to the 
hurry and noiſe of this. Solitude and ab- 
ſtinence are great friends to devotion: but 
the world 1s an utter enemy to any * 
that is good; it ties our thoughts and at- 
fections faſt to it ſelf, and it is in vain to 
think of heaven without renouncing earth, 
N 3 8 

Let us therefore withdraw our minds 
from this world, and all its ſenſual delights, 
that we may cleave intirely unto God, that 
our thoughts and affections may follow him 
alone. And do thou, O moſt gracious Feſ#, 
who didft faft forty days and forty nights, and 
waſt afterwards an hungred: Do thou, I be- 
ſeech thee, teach me both the duty and 
benefit of faſting, and let me not at any 
time eat or drink without ſuch a temper and 
moderation as may better enable me for thy 
ſervice, But on all ſeaſons and occaſions of 
faſting preſcribed either by thee or by thy 
church, make me bia ſtrict and ſe- 
vere to my felf, in communion with thy 
ſaints, in ſorrow for my fins, and in me- 
mory of thy ſufferings; denying my ſelf not 
only pleaſant bread and palatable drink, 
but all manner of ſuſtenance, for a time pro- 
3 pPaortiopable 


E Nr 
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> | proportionable to my frailty, (in confor- 
; mity to thine example, who in thoſe days 
> | diditcat nothing) as a juſt acknowledgment 
how unworth 7 am of enjoying the pri- 
viledge which e firſt man's unruly appe- 
tite forfeited in paradiſe, and as a fit oc 
ſion to remind me of hungring and thirſting | 
after righteouſneſs, by the ſenſe of my bodily 
W ants.' : þ * ; . * . : 


; And whenſoever thou giveſt me grace or 
leiſure to retire my ſelf tor the exerciſe of 
devotion ; help me, I beſeech thee, bothto 
| | ſanctify my retirement by prayer and faſt- 
ing, and to ſpend my time in judging my 
ell, that The not judged of the Lord; in puniſti= 
ting my ſelf that thou mayſt ſpare me, in re- 
turning from my ſins, that thy judgments 
may be turned * 
| . | 
Grant that by a lively faith I may ſo mes 
ditate on the myſteries of thy life and pat> 
hon, that thoſe ſcourges which rent thy ſa- 
cred body, thoſe thorns which pierced thy 
precious head, may penetrate my hard and 
unrelenting heart: make me truly penitent 
and willing for the love of thee to undergoall 
that mortification and ſelf denial, which i 
requiſite for the ſubduing of my luſta. And 
* T 4 whenſocyer, 


” 


20  Af-Wednſdoy: Part v. 
whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe thee to inſpire me 
with holy thoughts and reſolutions, in- 
eline my heart chearfully to follow the 
motions of thy bleſſed ſpirit, that I may 
never incur the guilt of reſiſting the Holy 
Ghoſt. 5 


O my dear Jeſu, be thou my company in 
ſolitude, my food in faſting, and the great 
Joy of every feaſt I celebrate: Be thy divine 

races my choiceſt viands, and thy laws my 
lady, thy works my praiſes, thy mercies 
my enjoyments, thy Majeſty my fear, thy 
love my comfort, thy wiſdom my inftruc- WW ; 
tion, thy goodneſs my guide, and thy ſacred 2 
preſence my guard all the days of my * 4 


grimage in the wilderneſs of this worl z 
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L 

Holy and ever-blefſed Lord God, who haſt 7 
SF” commanded me to wait upon thee in ſecret: IU 
grant that TI may behave my ſelf ſo in thy pre- 
ſence, that thou, who ſeeſt in ſtcret, may vouch- 
ſafe roreward me openty.T ake from me, OLord, 
All worldly thoughts, and give me grace ſo to 
fer my affections on thee, and things above, that 
zone of the charms or temptations of this worlts 

may be able to draw them aown from thee. 


II. Make 


- 
o 
1 


The Prayer. ad 
II. 
Make me fincere in all my duties, and let me 
Noftedecerve my own ſoul: For thou, O Lord, 
canſt not be decei ved with a careleſs, and for. 
mal, and lifeleſs performance of them: I hou 
requireſt truth in the iuward parts: O punge 
me from all bypocriſy and infiucerity, and 
graut I may make my approaches to thee with à 
n | reverence ſome way auſwerable to thy awfut 
t Majeſty; a contrition anſwerable to the great- 
\e I ts and number of my ſins, and that, white I 
am in thy preſence, I may do nothing which 
1 may diſbonour thee, 4 * my own ſoul, _ 
1 i - Give megrace to uſe ſuch abſtinence that my 
Hes may be ſubdued to the ſpirit z, teach me ro 
ed WW uſe this act of diſcipline ſo, that it may become 
u- an act of religion, and be a means of improving 
| me in all piety and bolineſs aud virtue: Fore 
give all my frailties and imperfectious, and be 
n0t ſtrict to mark what I haus done or ſhall ao 
amiſs, but deal with me according to thy mer- 
14 cy and loving kindneſs, and accept my imperſ 
cor : vice, for the fake of Jeſus Chriſt, our blefſe 
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vo th. a Pn. ME 


pre- Lord and Saviour. Amen. I: 
ich- e * „ | 3 
ord, [1.40 UL 11 
0 10 | 7 +4 \ : 
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MEDITATION IV. 


Monday before Eaſter. 


L 
Luke xxii. 2. And the chief Prieſts and Seribes I 
- ſought how they might kill him, for they a. 
P 
2 


feared the People. 


I. 
Bleſſed Jeſus, who didſt inſpire thy 2 
holy prophets to foretel thy ſorrows, 
publiſh them with exact care, by not 

only ſpeaking thy words, but the more to Wl (a 
affect us, ſometimes putting on thy Perſon; I 
V let our eyes run down with water, an 

our hearts faint away with grief, while we 


remember the Sufferings o our Lord, and 
hear his ſad Complaints, "od 


11. 7 


p 1 - 
* 
"A * a . 5 
| 1 . . 
"= ** - yum 4 * 
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II. 

T gave my Back to thoſe that ſcourged me 
and _ Cheeks to thoſe * alle It the 
hair I turned not away my face from ſhame 
and ſpiting - my enemies ſpeak evil againſt me; 

„ IF tbey fay, when ball be die, and his Name 
periſh? Yea, my familiar friend, who did eat 
of my bread, has lifted up his heel againſt me. 
They compaſſed me about with words of hatred, 
and fought againſt me without a cauſe; they have 
rewarded me evil for good, and with hatred 
they have requited my Love. 

3 III. 
I am poured forth like water, I am taken a- 
way as a ſhadow when it declinetb; my heart 

5 Wl within me is as melted wax, and all my bones 
are out of joint; my ſtrength is dried up like a 

Potſherd, and my tongue cleaves to the roof of my 

mouth; I expefed ſome to pity me, and there was 

none; T looked for br but I found not one. 


O my God, my God, how far haſt thou for- 
ſaken me. thou haft brought me intothe duſt of 
Death : our fathers cried unto thee, and were 
delivered, they truſted in thee, and were nas 
confounded ; but I am a worm, and no man, @ 
reproach of men, and deſpiſed of the people; all 
they that ſee me, laugh me to ſcorn, they ſbo 
out the hip, and ſhake the head, ſayin g ie 

3 Fruſtes 


4 , Monday before Foftor. Part v. 


truſted in God that he would ſave him, let bim 

deliver him if he delights in him. Be not far from 

me, O Lord my ftrength, for trouble is nigh, and 

there is none to help 5 . 
© The aſſemblies of the wicked have incloſed 
me about, they pierced my hands and my feet 

1 may tell all my bones; they gaze and flare : 

upon me, rey part my garments among them, / 

and on my Veſture they caf Lots; they gave NN", 

o a 

ſ 

( 

I 

f 


wy wm, 5 — - 


me gall to eat, and in my thirſt vinegar to drink. 
All theſe ſad things, O Lord, thy prophets 
forecold, to prepare our faith for ſuch truths; 
all theſe indeed they expreſsly foretold, 
but could there be found ſuch wretches as 
would act them? 
n VI. 
Ves, O my God, thine own ſelected na-. 
tion conſpired againſt thec, and after innu- n 
merable affronts, moſt barbarouſly murdered 
| thee. This too, even this thy cruel death 
| thou plainly foreſhewdſt; The inhabitants 4 
| 7 Feruſalem ſhall look on me, whom they pierced.  _ 
| But, O you holy prophets! what was the C 
diſmal Cauſe that ſhed the blood of this F - 
F ſpotleſs Lamb? He had (they quickly an- g 
1055 red) dane no iniquity, neither was guile = © 
F found in bis mouth. He was cut off from 
F the land of the living; for the manera 
| . | 0 


. 
' 
: 
7 


- 
* 
F 
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* of the people was he ſtricken. He poured out 
+ is ſoul to death, and he was number d with the 


tranſgreſſors be bore the fins of many, and 


made interceſſion for = Tranſgreſſors. 
II. 


Ka All :we like ſheep have gone aſtray, and God laid 


' on him the iniquity of us all - He was wound= 
45 ed for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our 
x fins + the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon 


+ %; and by his ſtripes we are healed. Ohow 
adorable are thy counſels, O Lord, how 
ſtrangely endearing the ways of thy love! 


? O bleſſed Jeſu, who tookeſt upon thee our 
oy infirmities, to beſtow on us thy own per- 


fections ! heal us thou great phylician of our 
ſouls; and let us fin no more, leaſt a worſe 
thing befal us. Heal us by the myſtery of 
thy holy incarnation: inſtruct us by the 
4 ma” of thy —_ birth. 
i Heal and fave us by the precious blood 
of thy circumciſion, when thou tookeſt u 
on thee the ſweet and ever-blefſed name q 


Jeſus; a name ſignifying thy kind deſign” 


is which was the ſaving of thy people from 
* their Sins. Strengthen our faith in rhee, 
2 O Lord, by thy wondrous Miracles; con- 


firm our hope, and inflame our love by thy 
kind and meritorious paſſion. Heal us, O 
8 thou 
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thou great phyſician of our ſouls, and let 
us ſin no more, leſt a worſe thing befal us. 


The PRAY ER. of 


J. 
| O Lord God, whoſe power is infinite, ani © 
J purity ſuch as cannot endure the behold- “ 
ing any thing that is unclean; how fſoall I ® 
ſinful duſt and aſhes, preſume to preſent my ſelf fi 
before thee ! when I look on the vileneſs of my © 
nature, and the ſinfulneſs of my life, Icannat  * 
chuſe but cry out, and ſay, woe unto me, Tan 
undone, I am of polluted lips: the very prayer; 4 
Ina ke to crave pardon for my ſins, are ſtained 
in the uttering, and muſt neeas add to my tranſ 
greſſions, if thou in juſtite ſhould weigh and 
examine them. as 1 


» But, O Lora, thou art a God of infinite 
"compaſſion, who wouldeſt.not the death of 4 
ſinner, but rather that he ſhould be converted 
and live; thou haſt not only allowed me, but 
commanded me to call upon thee in all my trou- 
bles and diſtreſſes; thou haſt promiſed forgive- 

es ro all thoſe that with hearty repentance 

uud true faith turn unto thee; in obedience 
therefore to thy commana, and entouraged by 
thy promiſe, I here proſtrate my ſelf before 
thee, renouncing all merit and truſt, confidence 
amd affance in my ſelf, and relying only on thy 
mercy, and the ſovereign mediator of my Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. | 5 5 


1 K 1 


* 
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let „ . | BOY: 
us. O Lora, hear thine own ſon for me; O Lord, 
hear thine own ſpirit in me, that bleſſed ſpirit 
of thine which makes interceſſion for me with 
ſighs and groans that cannot be expreſſed. Par- 
don and forgive all my ſins, both original and 
actual, of omiſſion and tommiſſion, of thought, 
71 1074 and deed; of ignorance, infirmity, or pre- 
; if ſumption, which I have at any time committed 
againſt thee ; nail them to the eroſs of Chriſt, 


- that they may never riſe up in judgment againſt 
me, either to ſhame me in this world, or con- 
; diemn me in the world to come. Amen. 0 
1 MEDITATION v. 

24 Tueſday before Eaſter. 


Rom. v. 8. But God commendeth his love to- 
te wards us, in that, while we were yet ſinners, 
a Chrift died for us. | 


I. | 
1 E by diſobedience were baniſhed 
from paradiſe, and our gracious 
Lord has received us into his own kingdom: 
He has ſet up a kingdom of grace on earth 
e prepare us for his kingdom of glory: We 
* | wander'd up and down in the wilderneſs of 
error, and he has guided us into the way 
; | truth: We were by nature the children of 
wrath, and he has mediated our peace mn 
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his offended father: We were become the 
Mlaves of fin, and he has bought our freedom 
with his own blood: We were in bondage 
to the dominion of ſatan, and he has over- 
come and confin'd his power: We were in 
danger of ſinking into hell, and he has ſaved 
us from that bottomleſs pit. The gates of 
heaven were ſhut up againſt us, and he went 
up himſelf and open'd them to all believers, 
diſſolving tor ever the terrors of death, and 
rendring it now but 3 into life. k 
O deareſt Lord, who madeſt us firſt of 
nothing, and reſtoredſt us again when we 
had undone our ſelves; who wouldſt at an 
any rate redeem us from miſery, at any rate 
procure our tclicity; how came we wretches 
to be ſo conſidered! how came we finners Pr 
to obtain ſuch favour! that from thy throne NC 
of glory, where ſeraphims adored thee, 
thou ſhouldit deſcend to our carth, where 
Nlaves affronted thee. 
0 III. WP; 
That thou ſhouldſt lead a life of poverty IPłe 
and labour, and die a death of ſname and 
ſorrow; that thou ſhouldſt do all things for Nced 
ſuch vile creatures as we are; without the 
leaſt concern or benefit to thy ſelf; only to 
raiſe us up from our humble duſt, and - 


N 
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us to ſhine with thy glorious angels. O infi- 
nite goodneſs! the bounteous author of all 
our hopes, and ſtrong deliverer fromall our 
fears? What ſhall we ſay to this thy exceſ- 
five charity ? What ſhall we render for theſe 
thy unſpeakable mercies? If we ſearch over 
all we have, we can find nothing to return 
thee, but what thy ſelf has freely given us, 
If we ſearch over all thou haſt given us, we 
can find nothing thou expecteſt, but that 
we uſe thy gifts to thy glory, and our own 
happineſs. 1 | "If 


O may our ſouls perpetually bleſs thee, 
and every minute of our time be ſpent in 
thy ſervice. Let us not live, O Lord, but 
to love thee, nor breathe bur to ſpeak thy 
praiſe, nor be at all, but to be thine. Pro- 
ceed, my ſoul, to celebrate the praiſes of 
the Lord; go on with freſh attention to re- 
meinber the mercies of thy God, whole 
wiſdom has contrived to ſave mankind by 
ſo compendious a method, as may be ex- 
preſt in one ſhort word: he ſaw the only 
cauſe of all our ruin, was our love miſpla= 
ced on this preſent world: He ſaw the only 
emedy of all our miſery was to fix our 
loye on the world to come. 


U V. This | 


ACT CSLP 


This therefore was his great intent, and 

in this concenter d all his merits, to poſſeſs 

us with love, the end of faith, and the 5 

greateſt of all divine graces, to change the j, 

biaſs of our wrong-ſet hearts by cſtabliſhing 1 

In us new motives of charity; ſuch as might I | 

' ſtrongly incline our affections, and effect- 7 
nally draw us to love our true good; ſuch 

as might gain by degrees upon all mankind, 
and render ſalvation eaſy and univerſal: for 
this he came down from his father's boſom - 
to teach us the rules of eternal life, that wel © 
might firmly believe thoſe ſacred truths 
which God himſelf — told us. a 
For this he convers'd ſo long on our earth, _ 
to encourage and excite us by his own ex- 
ample, that we might chearfully imitate: 
thoſe virtues which he had practiſed: For 

this he endured ſo many ſharp afflictions, and 


| ; ut 
became at laſt obedient even to death, that... 
we might patiently ſuffer whatever ſhould. | 


| befal us, when God himſelf was fo treated 
| 155 creatures: For this he ſo often preach- Mig 
A of the joys of heaven, and ſet them be- 
| ifforc us in ſo clear a light; that ſecing fo 
ch a prize hang at the end of our race, we 
| 


might run and ftrain our utmoſt force to 


gain it. VII. For 


part V. Tueſday before Eafler. 291 
Pp IL; 
For this ke ordained all the means of 
prace, and left the ſacrament of his body 
and blood, that he might nouriſh in us the 
life of charity, and raviſh our hearts with 
the ſweetneſs of his preſence: For this he 
aſſumed thoſe ſtrange endearing names of 
friend and brother, and ſpouſe, to us poor 
wretches; doing more for us, O wonderous - 
love! than all chole names import, and far 
more than all our hearts could wiſh. Blei- 
ſed, O glorious Jeſu, be the wiſdom of thy 
mercy, that has found ſo ſweet and ſhort a 
way to ſave us. 'Thou art, O Lord, the 
cauſe of our love, and love the cauſe of our 


happineſs. 
Th, VII. 0 
" By love we fulfil all thy commands, and 


15 in keeping thy commands there is great re- 
ard; By loye we are reconciled to thee 


ur God: By love we are tranſlated from 
leath to life: By love we are delivered 
rom the fear of heil: By love we are adopt» 
d to be heirs of heaven: By love we are 
liſpoſed for that bliſsful viſion : By love we 
re ſecured of the enjoyment of our Go, 
ho by the ſole perfection of his own free 
oodneſs, can never deny himſelf to thoſe 
at love him; elſe would their very loving 

| 1 OWE”... him 
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him be the cauſe of great miſery, ſince the 
miſery of a ſoul is * of what it loves. 
= Thus, O Lord, whatever thy holy Scrip- 
tures record of thee, in expreſſions ſuited 
fo our low capacities; whatever they ſay 
of reſtoring all things, and repairing again 
the ruins of tanking all is exactly veri- 
fied by this one line, which may our thank- 
ful hearts repeat with joy; heaven is attain- 
ed by love alone, and love alone by thee. 


| The PRAY ER. 
500 I 
ora, Tconfeſs that I am unworthy to com? 
before thee, or to receive any favour from 
thee ; for when I reflect on the pollution of my 
mature, I have juſt cauſe to cry out with the 
Leper, I am unclean, I am unclean ; unclean 
by original corruption, which like a leproſy hath 
overſpread all the powers and faculties of my 
ſoul; but I have defiled my ſelf yet much worjt 
b 071 actual fins and wicked cuſtoms, 
which throughout the whole courſe of my life] 
have committed againſt thee. | 
| | II. 
O Lord, what has my hole tife been, bin 
continual violation of thy juſt” and righteou! 
Laus, and a negletting of that good which has bee! 
offered unto me? I have committed much evil 
_ *pho might have received much good, ſiun d it 
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much preſumption againſt thee, in thy nature, 
in thy attributes, in thy name, in thy word, In 
thy worſhip, and againſt my neighbour, in all 
thoſe relatians wherein thou haſt placed me. 

III. 


O Lord my fins have not only been multiplied, 
but aggravated by theſe pane of knows- 
leage, of love, of mercy, and of judgment ; they 
Have been ſins of a crimſon 425 becauſe too often 
committed againſt convittions of conſcience, 
againſt the motions of thy ſpirit, againſt the, 
truth of thy word, againſt the wooing of thy 
tove, againſt the ſtrokes of thy wrath, ſtil] hard- 
ning my heart in diſobedience aud rebellion a- 
gainſt the. 


IV. 1 
Icome therefore, O Lord, into thy gpreſene 

at this time, diſclaiming my own righteouſneſs, 
and abhoring my ſelf for all my former wicked- 
neſs ; and only in thy name, ana for the merits, 
aud through the mediation of my dear redeemer 
Chriſt Jeſus, iu whom alone thou art well-pleaſe 
ed, IT beg thy gracious pardon, and I beſeech thee 
uot only to pardon my ſins, but to aſſiſt me with 
thy grace, that Tmay ſubdue ana mortify all 


my corrupt affetions, and ſinful inclinations. 


Create jn me a clean heart, O God, and renew 
a contrite ſpirit in me; make my heart to be 
ſound in thy ſtatutes, that I may never be aſha- 
med ; keep back thy ſervant alſo from preſump- 
teous fins ; let them not have dominion over me 
'Then ſhall I be upright, and I ſhall be innocent 
| U 3 from 


—— — 


204 Wedneſday before Eafter. Part v. 

| from the great tranſgreſſion; the words of my 

mouth, and the meditation of my heart ſhall be 

accepted in thy fight, O Lord, my ſtrength and 
my redeemer. Amen. 


MEDITATION VI 
Wedneſday before; Eaſter. 


John xi. 50. Þ is expedient for us, that on- 
| ſhould FA for the People, and not the whok; 
_ Nation periſh. 


OS 


__ _ 


| I. 
ORD, how does the world requite 
thy love! how ungrateful are we to 

thy bleſſed Memory We negligently for- 

get thy ſacred paſſion, or, which is worſe, 

Our ſins renew thy ſufferings. While we 

deprive others of their right, what do we 

of but diveſt thee of thy clothes ? While 
ve delight in ſtrife and ſchiſm, what do we 
elſe but rend thy ſeamleſs coat? If we de- 
| Tpiſe the leaſt of thy faithful ſervants, are 
we notgs ſo many Herods that ſcorned thee? 

If we for fear proceed againſt our conſci- 

ence, how fire we better than Pilate that 

| unjuly condemned thee? , 


155 By forſaking thy will to follow our own, 
ga we not chuſe a murtherer before thee? 


R . . ˙ 7 
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By retaining a ſharp and bitter malice, do 
we not give thee vinegat and gall to drink? 
By ſhewing no mercy to the poor afflicted, 
do we not pals by the, croſs as ſtrangers un- 
concerned? Thus we again crucify the Lord 
of glory, and put him afreſh to an open 
ſhame. Isthis, O wretched and ungrateful 
creatures that we are, is this the duty we 
pay to the ſacred memory of our dear re- 
deemer? Are theſe the thanks our gratitude 
returns to that ſtrange excels of our Saviour's 


love? 
III. 


When we ſat in darkneſs, he took us by 
the hand, and kindly led us into his own 
light: we ſought not him, but he came 
from far to find us; we look d not towards 
him, but his mercy called aſter us; he gal- 
led aloud in the words of melting tender- 
neſs, why will you periſh, O yeu children 
of men? Why will you run after empty 
trifies, as if there were no joys above with 
me? Return, O you dear- bought ſoals, and 
I will receive you; repent, and tho” you 
had really crucified * I will forgive you, 


- 


Believe in, Jeſus, O my ſoul, and he will 


anſyer for thee: rely on him, and he will 
be thy ſecurity ; love him, aud thou falt 


partake d 
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artake of his ſatisfaction and merits: be 

umble, and he will cxalt thee : repent, and 
he will forgive thy ſins. Never let us 
doubt the favour of our God, if we can but 
eſteem and heartily deſire it; he that {6 
freely gave us himſelf, will he not with 
himſelf give us all things elſe? Is not his pain- 
ful life and bitter death a ſufficient pledge 
of his love to us? Is not his infinite love to 
us a ſufficient mofiye of our duty to him? 

A duty to which we are ſo many ways 
obliged, and wherein our eternity is ſo 
highly concern'd; ſurely they have little 
faith, and far leſs hope, who doubt the 
mercies of ſo gracious a God: mercies con- 
firmed by a thouſand miracles, and dearly 
ſeal'd by the blood of his ſon; that inno- 
cent blood which he freely ſhed for us, to 
appeals the wrath of his offended father; 
that blood, whoſe every precious drop was 
Sinners. 


Worthy to ſave a 1 6 
O bleſt and all-redeeming blood which 


goed fo freely from the ſource of liſe; 


"bathe our polluted fouls in thy clear ftreams, 
and purge away all our impurities. Cleanſe 
us, Omerciful Lord, from our ſecret faults, 

and from thoſe darling fins that moſt defile 
0 ERAS 
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us; waſh out the ſtains which our ill ex- 
ample has cauſed in others, and thoſe 
which our weakneſs has recived of them. 
Let not them periſh by our occaſion, nor us 
be undone by theirs; but let our charity 
aſſiſt one another, and thy mercy pardon us 
all. Pardon, O gracious Jeſu, what we 
have been, and with thy holy diſcipline 
correct what we are: order by thy provi- 
dence what we ſhall be, and in the end 
crown thy own Gifts. 
; { | 

Shouldſt thou, O Lord, have dealt with 
us in rigor, we had long ſince been ſen» 
tenced to eternal death; long fince our 
guilty ſouls had been ſnatch'd away, and 
hurried down to everlaſting torments; but 
thy gracious mercy has reprieved our lives, 
and given us ſpace to ſue out our Pardons. 
Thou art the propitiation for our fins; and 
not for ours only, but for the ſins. of the 
whole World. | 

VIII. 


Now is the time of acceptance, now 1s 
the day of ſalvation: let us demean ourſelves 
as the ſervants of God, in faſting and pray- 
ing, in watching, patience and charity: 
now is the time of acceptance with thee; 
now is the day of ſalvation for us: now let 

us 
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us mourn for our former offences, and bring 
forth fruits worthy of Repentance. 


The PRAVYE R. L. 


| J. 
O God who ſenteſt down in the fulneſs of time, 
thy Con Chriſt Jeſus 20 ſave the worls 
from ruin, into which Adam's fall has 
plung'd it; that by dying for ſinners, he might 
redeem ns from eternal death; fill my ſoul, 1 bo 
beſeech thee, with a over admiration of this he 
thy exceſſive bounty, and with a fervent love ¶ he 
of thy ſelf, whoſe love hath thus abounded to. ha 


 WWAaras us. Z ch 
| Ana grant t has this infinite love of thine I 15 
may ſo powerfully endear to me my heavenly 
2 precepts and example, that I may 
make it my conſtant endeavour to obey the one, th 
and imitate rhe other, till a ri invage Ich 
thy Son be formed in me : grant this, O mer- in 
erfut Father, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, ey 
Son, our Saviour and Redeemer, who died up- 
on the Croſs for our ſins, aud roſe again for our 
qaiſtificarion, abo with thee and the Holy 


Ghoſt, liveth and reigneth one God, world © | 
- Without end, Amen. 1 
: ha 

W 
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MEDITATION VII. 
Thurſday before Eaſter- | 
Luke xxiii. 21. But they cried, ſaying, Crib 
cify him, Crucify him. | 
J. eas ert (7. 
MI God, who can complain of doing 
too much, if they confider the la- 
bours of Jeſus, thoſe painful labours that 
he freely undertook, and the humble task 
he ſo mildly ſtoop'd too? when he nga 
have flown on the wings of cherubims, | 
choſe to walk with us worms in the duff; 
when he might have called for manna from 
Heaven, in the ſweat of his brow he would 
cat his bread ; when he might have made 
the angels his footſtool, he rather became 
the ſervant of his parents, wen. with them 
in their little cottage, and readily obeying 
even their leaſt Command. ew 


II. wh 
There, in that humble privacy he in- 
creaſed in wiſdom, and grew in grace ane 

favour both with God and man; ſtill b 
his pious candor gaining the love of thoſe 
happy few that ſaw his Life. Happy they 
were that ſaw thy holy life, O glorious 
Jeſu and heard with joy and wonder thy 
| incomparablc 
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incomparable ſayings ; that felt a gentle fo 
motion ſtir their hearts, to love and imitate 
ſo bleſt a Pattern. O that the ſame ſweet we 
ſpirit of grace might draw our minds, dear the 
Lord, to thee! O that we could in every on 
paſſage of our life, ſtill actually reflect on res 
the example of thine ? pa 
RIS III. tir 
Thy retirements were filled with holy le. 
e and in the midft of buſineſꝭ tit 
thy mind was free for Heaven: thy con- m 
verſe with others miſpent no time; but 8 
beſtowed every moment in excellent cha- * 
rity, to inſtruct the ignorant, and reduce 1c 
the deceived; to comfort the afflicted, and g 
heal the diſeaſed; to convince the froward n 
and abſolve the penitent, and perſuade all I 1: 
the world to be truly N It was 3 
thy meat and drink to do thy father's will; t 
O make it ours to perform thine. Take up a 
_ thy croſs, my ſoul, and follow thy Lord, 
for his yoke is caſy, and his burthen light: 
He humbled himſelf, and became obedient un- 
o death, even the death of the croſs, to reſcue | 
us from eternal death, and purchaſe for us the | 
Joys of Heaven. 2 8 
| I: : 
My God, who can repine at any ſuftc- 
Tings, if they remember the afflictions of 
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Jeſus ? "Thoſe many afflictions he ſo patients 
y endured, and bore with filence all their 
weight, even from his humble cradle in 
the grott of Bethlehem, to his bitter croſs 
on the mount of Calvary. How little do we 
read of glad and 3 how much of 
pain and grief, and perpetual affronts? ſome- 
times abandoned by his neareſt friends, and 
left alone among all his diſcomforts; ſome- 
times purſued by his fierceſt enemies, and 
made the common mark of all their ſpite: 
Sometimes they plot to enſnare him in his 
words, and enviouſly ſlander his miracu- 
lous deeds: Sometimes they tumultuouſſy 
gather about him to gaze at and abuſe this 


man of ſorrows: Sometimes they furiouſly 


{cize on his perſon, and hale and drag him 
along the ſtreets: At laſt they all conſpire 
to take away his life, and condemn him ta 
a ſharp and cruel 8 


Have you not ſeen a harmleſs lamb ſtand 


ſilent in the midft of ravening wolves? So 
ſtood the Prince of peace and innocency, 
beſieged with a ring of ſavage eus. When 
they blaſphemed him, he replied not again; 
and when they injuriouſly ſtruck him, he 
only obſerved their raſhneſs; when they 
provoked him with their utmoſt malice, he 

pleaded 


9 ue) Venure . 


l 
led him, he carneftly prayed for their par- 
don. O ſtrange ingratitude of human nature, 
chus barbarouſſy to crucify the world's re- 
deemer; O admirable love of the world's 
redeemer, thus paticntly to die for human 
nature! wh 


Say now, my ſoul, for whom thy dear- 
tft Lord endured all this, and infinitely 
more, canſt thou complain of a meanly fur- 
niſhed houſe, when the Son of God had not 
where to lay his head? We wear the badge 
of a crucify'd Lord, and we ſhrink back 
at every croſs we meet? We believe in a 
God that was crown'd with thorns, and 
| ſhall we abide to tread on nothing but 
roſes? before our eyes, O felt, we ſee thee 
humble and meck, and ſhall thy ſervants 
be proud and inſolent? 
VII. 

Me ſee thee travel up and down poor 
and unregarded, and ſhall thy followers 
ſtrive to be rich and eſteemed? Thy chari- 
table labours were maliciouſly ſlander'd, 
and ſhall not our faults have the patience 
to be reprov'd? Thou didſt not diſdain to 
be call'd, though in ſcorn, the Carpenter's 
fon, and cannot our lowneſs bear a little 
diſparagement ? 


| Rer. Part V. 
eaded their excuſe; and when they kil- 
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diſparagement? O how unlike are we to 
that bleſt original, who deſcended from 
heaven to become our pattern! how do We 
o aſtray from that ſacred path, which the 

Holy Jie traced ml his own ſteps ? 
Pity, O dear redeemer, the infirmities 
of thy children, and ſtrengthen with thy 
grace our fainting hearts: Arm us, O glo- 
rious conqueror of fin and death, againſt all 
the fears and terrors of this world: Arm 
all our powers with thoſe celeſtial virtues 
of faith, hope, and charity, that we may 
fill go on, and reſolutely meet whatever 
ſtands in our way to heaven. If we mu 
ſuffer as Chriſtians, ſince we have deſerve 
it as ſinners; Lord, help us to bear it with 
patience as W BY ſervants. bs. 
Deareſt Jeſu! when I conſider what thou 
haſt done and ſuffered for us, and what we 
have done againſt thee and our ſelves; Iam 
amaz d at the wonders of thy goodneſs, and 
confounded at the vileneſs of our mĩiſery: 
Our fins were the cauſe of thy cruel den 
yet ſtill we permit them to live in us. WE. 
entertain the work of thine enemies, and 
treacherouſly lodge them in our own boſoms, 
preferring 
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preferring a petty intereſt before thy favour 
and grace, which 1 2 better than lite itſclf, | 
Many, we confeſs, are the follics of our | £ 
life, and our cofiſciences tremble at their 
own great guilt; many are the times thou | 
haſt graciouſly pardoned us, and ſtill we f 
relapſe and abuſe thy olemency. The me- 
mory of our tranſgreſſions is bitter to us, % 
ad the thoughts of our ingratitude ex- 
tteamly afflict us; but is there, O my Jeſu, 2: 
any ſtain ſo foul, which thy precious blood . 
cannot waſh away ? Is there any heap of 
ſins ſo vaſt, as to exceed the number of thy 

infinite mercics; No, thou canſt forgive more 
than we can oftend: brit thou wilt not for- 4 
ive unleſs we fear to offend 3 unleſs we WW. 
ſeek to thee for peace and reconcilement, 4, 

and humble our ſc 8 in thy holy preſence. 

I. 

© Whetefore behold, O Lord, we humbly 
proſtrate our ſelves before thee 3 open thou M 
our lips freely to accuſe our ſelves for all the 
fins we have at any time committed ? and 
let the conſideration of thy cruel ſufferings 
brighten our ſorrow for, and confirm our 
deteſtation of them, that we bluſh not to 

confeſs what we fear not to do. 


- 
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| The PRAYER. 

Gracions Lord, who for our ſake didſt give 

thy dear Son to ſuffer inexpreſſible an- 
guiſh and pain, commenſurate to thy own 
love, aud our miſeries, which were infinite, that 
he might redeem us from eternal death, and 
purchaſe for us an inheritance in heaven: diſ- 
foſe me by love, thankfſulneſs, humility and 
obedience to receive all the benefits of his paſ- 
ſion. And grant that I may never think any 
auſterity or mortification too much to be under- 
gone for that great guilt which T have contract- 
ed by my ſins ; and for which it was neceſſary 
my redeemer ſhould thus be puniſhed, Ang 
whatſoever ſpall be wanting in my ſufferings for 
the iniquities I have committed, head with the 
ſtripes of my crucified Saviour, who came to 
ſed his blood a ranſom for the world; to whom 
with thy ſelf and the Holy Ghoſt, be honour 
and glory now and for ever, Amen. 


MEDITATION VIIL 
Good- Friday. a 
Matth. xxvii. 50. Feſus, when he had cried. 
again with a loud voice, yielded up the Ghoſt. 
I, 

B Ehold, O my ſoul, with devout medi- 

tation, the ſufferings of thy wounded 
eſus, which were the wonder and aſto- 


niſhment of heaven and carth. Behold with 


hat profound 3 


and ſilence the 
| great 


great Lord of the world condeſcends to un- 


| dergo the puniſhment of Slaves. Behold 


with what patience this innocent lamb yields 
to have his body plow'd and furrowed by 
"mercileſs Infidels. Behold him naked, 
helpleſs and unpitied, whilſt the furious ex- 
ecutioners tear his skin and tender fleſh with 
forked ſcourges, to ſatisfy the cruelty of a 
barbarous Multitude. 
II. 

Behold thoſe powerful hands extended 
in miſery, which ſo lately had cured the 
Blind and Deaf, cleans'd the Lepers, and 
loos'd them that were bound by Satan. 
Behold thoſe adorable feet pierc'd with 
nails, which had gone about doing continual 
Good. Behold that ſacred body hanging 
upon the croſs, naked and expos'd to all 
manner of ſhame and torment, 1n which all 
the treaſures of wiſdom and power were 
hid. Behold that face more beautiful than 
the ſons of men, which comforted the aſ- 
flicted, and the light of whoſe countenance 
the fathers and prophets had ſo much deſired, 
changed into the paleneſs and horror of death. 

III. | 

Lord! how infatiable was the malice of 

the chief prieſts and'clders, who perſuaded 


the multitude to cry out at once, Au wit Þ 
this 


J 0h00 le on. 
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this Man, and "ye unto us Barabbas ? what iſ 
was this but to ſay, deſtroy the innocent, 
and give unto us a traitor, and a thief: A 
way with the prince of peace and univerſal 
charity, and leave unto us the author of | 
Sedition ? Put him to death who has raiſed | 
up the dead before us, and give unto us 4 
known Murtherer. * | 

But what haft thou done, O beauty | 
above all beauties? and how haſt thou de- | 
ſerved this, moſt amiable- love, that thou | 
art thus expoſed, vilified, and tormented? | 
What is they crime, and the cauſe of thy | 
grief? what is it that has laid thee on the | 
altar of the croſs; naked, bleeding, tortured 
and dying? is it not, as thy holy prophets 
long ſince declared, that thou ſhouldeſt 
pour out thy foul to death, that thou ſhouldſt 
be cut off from the land of the living, and 
all for the tranſgreſſions of the people ? the 
Lord has laid on thee the iniquities of us all? 
Thou art wounded for our tranfgreſſions; 
thou art bruiſed for our ſins: the chaſtiſe= 
ment of our peace is upon thee; and by 
thy ſtripes we are 8 22 . 


| 
Sing then, all you dear-botght nations of | 
| 
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the carth, fing hymns of glory to the holy 
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Feſus; ſing every one who pretends to feli- 
| Cit 
to bin who for us endured ſo much ſcorn, 


| ſheep to the ſlaughter, and meck as a lamb, 
opened not his — 

|... Whither, O my God, did thy compaſſion 
carry thee? how did thy charity ſo far 
prevail with thee? was it not enough to 
become man for us, but thou muſt expoſe 
| thy ſelf to all our miſeries? was it not 
enough to labour all thy life, but thou muſt 
ſuffer for us even the pains of death? no, 
| gracious Lord, thy mercy till obſerved 
| ſome wants in our nature as yet unſupplied: 
| thou ſaweſt our too much fondneſs of lite 
needed thy parting with it, to reconcile us 
| to death: thou ſaweſt our fear of ſufferings 


dergoing them in thine own perſon : thou 
ſaweſt our ſouls ſo deeply ſtained with 

guilt, that without ſhedding thy blood we 
eould have no Remiſſion. Ms 


and patiently received ſo many injuries; to 
him, who for us ſweat drops of blood, and] 
drank of the dregs of his father's wrath; Þ 
to the eternal Lord of Heaven and earth, 
| who for us was ſlain by the hands of the] 
wicked; who for us was led away as af 


could no way be abated, but by freely un- 


„ng raiſes to the God of our ſalvation;Þ 


| 
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| thy richeſt ſacrifice of humble praiſe: awake 
and ſummon all thy powers to adore ou 
great redeemer : to him let us reverently go, 
and offer our devour hearts at his feet: let 
| us remember every paſſage of his love, andi 
deſire that none may eſcape our Thanks. 


came down to redeem us; no leſs than his 
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VII. 
Awake, my ſoul, and ſpeedily prepare 


4 
of 
i 
| 
} 
| 


39 


O what exceſs of kindneſs was this! wharf 
ſtrange extremity of love and pity! the 
Lord is ſold that the ſlave may be free: 
the innocent is condemned, that the guilty 
may be ſaved; the phyſician is ſick, that 
the patient may be cured; and God him- 
ſelf dics, that man may live, Tell me my 
ſoul, when firſt thou haſt well conſidered, 
and looked about among all we know ; tell 
me who ever wiſhed us ſo much good? 
who ever loved us with ſo much tender- 


neſs ? 
VIII. 
What have our neareſt friends done for 
us, or even our parents, in compariſon of 


his charity? no leſs than the Son of God 


own dear life was the price he paid for us: 
what can the favour of the whole world 
promiſe us, compared to this miraculous 
bounty ? no leſs than the joys of angels are 


— 
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become our hope, no leſs than the kingdom 
pf heaven is made * 
8 IN 
Fo thee, O God, we owe our ſelves, 
making us after thine own image; to thee, 
O Lord, we owe more than our ſelves, for 
redeeming us with the death of thine only 
Son; nor Was our ruin ſo ſoon repaired, as 
at firſt our being was produced. Thy power 
to create us ſaid but one word, and imme» 
diately we became a living ſoul: But thy 
ſon to redeem us both ſpake much, and 
wrought more, and ſuffered moſt of all: To 
redeem us he humbled himſelf, and took 
upon him all the infirmities of our miſerable 
Nature. | 
| X. | 

He patiently endured hunger and thirſt, 
and the malicious affronts of enraged ene- 
mics: How many times did he hazard his 
life, to ſuſtain with courage the truths of 
heaven! How many tears did he tender! 
weep, in compaſſion to his blind ingratefu 
country! How many drops of blood did he 
ſhed in that doleful graden, and on the bit- 
ter Croſs! the croſs Where after three long 
hours of grief and ſhame and intolerable 
Pains, 1 meekly bowed his . beads 
and in the agony ot prayer yielded up the 
Ghoſt EY e Xt. 0 
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Rl. 

O bleſſed Feſus, how much doth thy 
love differ from ours! Jove brought thee 
down from heaven to us; but how few of 
us doth it carry up thither unto thee ? Love i 
made thee die the moſt ſhameful death; but 
it doth not make us live the molt glorious 
Life. Love made thee endure the ſoreſt WM 
pains; bur alas, it doth not make mankind 
take the pleaſure of following thy ſteps to 
the greateſt happineſs. Love made thee 
think perpetually on ſuch poor wretches as 
we are; but how ſeldom are our minds 
fixed, or how ſmall is the number whom 
love inclines to think upon thee? Love 
perſuaded thee to come to us when there 
was nothing to call thee, but only our 
great miſeries; but ir doth not bring us all 
to thee, when we are moved by the merits 
and precious promiſes of ſo great a love. 
O deareſt Saviour, what wilt thou do with 
ſuch vile, ſuch wr@ched hearts as theſe of 
ours? Canſt thou endure ſo much, as to look 
upon ſuch ſouls as are ſo frozen before thy 
fires? O Love ſhed one beam more upon 
our icy hcarts, and melt them into love; 
breathe thy ſoul and life into us, and over- 
come our ſouls with thy love, thy mighty, 


XII. 


thy wonderful, thy, moſt ſtupendous Loves 
1 "hs 
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XII. 

O my adored redeemer, who tookeſt upon 
thee all our miſeries, to impart to us thine 
own felicities! can we remember thy labours 
for us, and not be convinced of our duty 
to thee? Can our cold hearts recount thy 
ſufferings,” and not be inflamed with the love 
that ſuftered? Can we belicve our ſalvation 
coſt thee ſo dear, and live as if to be ſaved 
were not worth our pains? Ungrateful we, 
how do we ſlight the goodeſs of our God! 
how careleſly comply with his gracious de- 
ſigns! for all his gifts he requires no other 
return, than that we hope ſtill more, and 
defire ſtill greater bleſſings, and improve 
them all to our own happineſs: For all his 
tavours he ſeeks no other praiſc, than our fol- 
Jowing his ſteps till we arrive at his Glory. 

E XIII, 

O glorious Feſu, behold to thee we bow, 
and humbly kiſs the duſt in honour of thy 
death: behold thus low we bow to implore 
thy bleſſing, and the aſſiſtance of thy ſpecial 
grace, that we may wean our affections from 
all vain defires, and clear our thoughts from 
all impertinent fancies: that our — may 
be entirely dedicated to thee, and all the 
faculties of our ſouls to thy holy ſervice; 
hat our minds may continually ſtudy thy 
| o 
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knowledge, and our wills grow every day 


ſtronger in thy love, and our memories 
faithtully lay up thy mercies, and both 
tongue and heart be continually diſpoſed 
and often employed to praiſe thee; to praiſe 
thy incomparable love, which has done and 


ſuffe red ſo much for loſt Mankind. 


The PRAYER 


J. 

1 Atore thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, I acknowledge 
thee ro be the Son of God moſt high; I ke- 
hold thy glory ſhining through the blackeſt 
clouds of thy ſhameful ſufferings. Then thou 
appearedſt to be the choſen of God, even when 
thou waſt ſcornea and rejected of men. Great 
was the ſplendourof thy Majeſiy, under the 
mockery of a crown of thorns, and under the 
reproach of the croſs itſelf. And great was 
thy love, O thou lover of ſouls, who woulaſe 
ſhed thy own moſt precious blood to work ans 
confirm thy faith in our hearts, thay believing 
02 thee, we might have life through thy name. 
How infinitely are we indebted to thee, who 
haſt fo dearly purchaſed our eternal jay with 
thy moſt bitter ſorrow ! 
II. | 

T aread to think that thy precious bloods 
Hould be loſt and ſpilt in vain for me; that ſo 
great à prize ſhould be caſt away, wherewih 


thou haſt bought me. O deareſt Lora, preſerve 
| in 
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in me ſuch a lively ſenſe of thy grief and ſor- 
row, of thy pain and anguiſh, that I may per- 
fectiy hate the cauſe of al thy torments, and 
look upon every fin as the moſt fearful curſe 
that can befal me. = 


Behold, O Goa, the bleeding wounds of thy 
 ave//-beloved Son; remember how his body was 
broken for us, and his blood poured out. O hear 
his dying groans, regard his agony and bloody 
ſwear ; by his croſs and paſſion, let my ſins be 
blotted out: I have nothing to plead, if he 
Has not done enough, ana fulfilled all thy 
will. But ſince he hath laid down his life iu 
obedience to thee, O let me by virtue of this vo- 
tuntary ſacrifice obtain thy gracions pardon. 


Fir my thoughts ſo conſtantly uon his dy- 
ing love, and affect my heart fo mightily there- 
evith, that I may chearfully undergo any pains 
to be made like to him, in his humility, in his 
pbe4tence, in his reſignation of himſelf to thy 
viſe ill ana fear, in his meekneſs, in 
His charity and forgiveneſs of his enemies, in 
Bis willingneſs to quit all things for thy name 
fake, and to truſt both ſoul ana body with thee 
in well-10ing, and contented in ſuffering what- 
ſoever it be that thou requireſt of me. Now to 
him that loved us, and wafhed us from our fins 
in his blood, and made us kings and prieſts to 
God, even the Father: To him be glory and 
Aominion for ever and ever. Amen, f 
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Part v. Egſer- Fun. 


MEDITATION. 
Eaſter-Even. 


Matth. xxvil. 39, 60. And when Joſeph had 
taken the Body, he wrapped it in a cleas 
linnen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb, 
which he had hewn out in the rock, and he 
rolled a great ſtone to the door of the ſepui- 
chre, and departed. 
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F we rejoiced for ourſel ves in the ſuf- 

ferings of our Lord, let us now rejoice 
tor him, that his ſufferings are ended: 
now that the fowler's net 1s broken, and 
the meek and innocent dove eſcaped ; now 
that the cup of bitterneſs is paſt away, ne- 
ver to return again. Never again, O dear- 
eſt Feſt, ſhall thy bleſſed eyes weep, nor 
thy holy ſoul be ſorrowful to death: Ne- 
ver ſhall thy precious life be ſubject any 
more to the bloody malice of ambitious 
hypocrites. 


Never ſhall thy innocence any more be 
expoſed to the barbarous fury of an uay 
grateful multitude ; but thou ſhalt live and 
reign for ever, and all created nature per-: 


perually adore thee. O happy end of well» 
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endured afflictions! O bleſſed fruits that 
ſpring from the _ 8 Feſus ! 

Behold the ragged Purple now turned 
into a robe of light, and the ſcornful reed 
into a royal ſcepter : the wreath of thorns 
is grown into a ſparkling diadem, and all 
his ſcars poliſh'd into brightneſs: his tears 
are now all changed into joy, and the 
laughter of his perſecutors into ſad de- 
ork Herod long ſince periſhed into mi- 

erable contempt, and Pilate ftill trembles 
with everlaſting fears: the impenitent 

ews are ſcatter'd over the world, to at- 
teſt his truth, and their obdurate blind- 
neſs ; but himſelf is crown'd with eternal 
triumphs, and the ſouls he has redeemed 
ſhall ſing his victories for ever. 

- IV. 

Blefſed be thy name, O holy Jeſu, and 

blefied be the mercy of thy providence, 


| who haſt caſt our lot in theſe times of 


| grace, and deſigned our birth in the days 
of light, when we may clearly ſee our rea- 
| dy way, and directly go on to our glo- 
| Tious end. Till thou appcaredft, (O thou 
light of the world, our miſerable carth 
| lay cover'd with darkneſs: Till thou 


| went'ſt away, O thou ſovereign Lord of 


lite ! 
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at life! the kingdom of Heaven was cloſe 
ſhut up: But when thou hadſt overcome 
the ſharpneſs of death, thou didſt open the 
ed kingdom of Heaven - all believers. 
: . | 
is Thou didſt communicate thy joys to all 
all the world, and diſplay the bright glories 
rs Jof thy happy kingdom to all that eſteem- 
he Ned ſo bleſt a ſight, and ſtood prepared to 
le-  cntertain thy coming: as for the reſt, 
1i- | whoſe cyes are ſhut, or turned * by 
les their own malice, thy preſence 22 em 
nt no more joy than light to thoſe who will 
at- ¶ not ſec: but the hearts that love thee, thou 
d- filleſt with gladneſs, and overfloweſt them 
121 with an occan of K delights. 
ed I. 
Praiſe our Lord, O you children of men! 
praiſe him as the author of all your hopes! 
nd Fraiſe our Lord, O you bleſſed of hea- 
ce, Nen; praiſe him as the finiſher of all your 
Joys! Sing, O you reverend Patriarchs 
and holy Prophets; ſing hymns of glory 
o the great Meſſias! Sing and rejoice all 
ou ancient Saints, who have ſo long re- 
poſed in the boſoni of Abraham; . 
orth your beſt and pureſt Incenſe, and 
umbly offer it at the throne of the Lamb! 
he Lamb that was ſlain from the begin- 
ning 
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ning of the world, by the ſprinkling of Ib 
whoſe blood you were all ſaved. O till = 
fing on the praiſes of the king of peace, 64 
i bleſs for ever his victorious mercy! It I... 
was he diſſolved the power of darkneſs, ; 
and brake in ſunder the bars of death: he e 
has conquered death, and him that had Br 
the power of it, even the Devil, that his % 
faithful followers = ght triumph over both. 

, 1 ? 

O bleſſed Feſu, whoſe grace alone be- 
gins and perfects all our hope; how are * 
we bound to praiſe thy love ! how infinite- © 
ty obliged to adore thy goodneſs! At any 
rate thou wouldſt ſtill go on, to heal our 
weak and wounded nature, even at the price 
of thy own deareſt blood, thou would bit 
for us the purchaſe of Heaven. 


The PRA YER. 


| Log and immortal Saviour, who wert 
victorious in thy ſufferings, and trium. 
haut ufon the croſs, and wert always pre- 
fent with thy Church, either in thy perſon 
or by thy ſubſtitute the Holy Ghoſt, keep and 
defend thy fiock from all hereſy and ſchiſm; 
from miſtakes in matters of faith, and all ir- 
regularities in fractice; from deſponding un- ni 
der affiiftions, and from careleſneſs in pro- pri 
Perity; arm all thy ſervants with awe 
| - 
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(ble courage aud reſolution to live and die 
ine: Let the conſideration of thy Paſſion 
l engage us to bewail our ſins, but let the con- 
©, ſaderation of thy Reſurrectiom defend us, thats 
It Ne may not ſorrow as men without hope; but 
„ Nr wwe may paſs the time of our ſojourning 
he ere in fear, and finiſh our courſe Toith joy, 
id rongh thy merits and interceſſion, who aft 
is rr only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 


MEDITATION X. 
On Eafter-Day. 


Matth. xxviii. 6. He is not here, for be is 
riſen, as he ſaid come ſee the place wherd 
the Lord lay. 

I. 
ING to our Lord a Pſalm of joy, fing 
praiſes to the God of our ſalvation; 
ling with a loud and chearful voice; fing - 
with a glad and thankful heart; ſay to the 
weak of ſpirit, be ſtrong ; ſay to the ſor- 
rowtul, be of good comfort; tell all the 

- Vorld this foul-reviving truth, and may 

their hearts within them leap to hear it; 

ell them the Lord of life is riſen again 
and hath cloathed himſelf with immorr 
glory. He made the angels meſſengers of 
his victory, and vouchſafed even himſelf to 
bring us the joyful News. =» 


On Eaſter-Day. Part V 
II. 


O my ſoul, adorn thy ſelf with the gar- 
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ment of gladneſs; prepare thy moſt trium- 
pPhant hymns to go forth to meet this great 
returning Conqueror. His warfare is now 


accompliſhed, and he hath paſſed through 
the ſcorn and cruelty of Men, the malice 


and rage of Devils, the juſt but ſevere an- 
G 


— 
* — — x — 


| 
| 
c 
| 


ger of God, yea, the thadow of death, 
and the regions of eternal horror; and at- 
ter all this thy ſurety is ſet at liberty; for 
he hath paid thy debts, and cancelled all 
thoſe diſmal bonds by which thou wert for- 
feited to eternal ruin. 
III. | 
Bleſſed be he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord; we receive thee, deareſt Sa- 
viour, as born to us a ſecond time, and this 
ſhall be thy birth-day alſo, the nativity of 
thy empire, thy reſtoration to a ſtate of 
Immortality. Thy former birth did ſhew 
thee to be the ſon of man, but this declares 
thee to be the fon of God; and now we 
know that thou our redeemer liveſt, for 
thou thy ſelf haſt told us, I am he that liveth, 
and was dead; and behold, I am alive for 
EVOr more. 7 


IV. This 


part V. On Exfter-Day. $24 

HIRE IV. 7 
ar- This is the day which the Lord hath made; 
m. 7 will rejoice and be glad in it; the ſſone which 
cat the builders refuſed is become the head of the 
WH Corner. God hath raiſed — Jeſus, 
gh they ſlew and hanged on a Tree. Him hath 
ice God exalted with his right hand to be a prines 
an- ¶ and Saviour, for to give repentance and remif= 
th jor of fins. And hath given us 4 lively 
af · ¶ hope through the reſurreFion of Chriſt Jeſus, 
for who hath rought life and immortality to light, 
all being the firft fruits of them that ſlept, and 
r- the Reſurrection and _ Life. 


How many ways did thy mercy invent, 
mc O thou wiſe contriver of all our _ 
2a- Wneſs! to convince thy followers into thi 
his I bleſt belief, and ſettle in their hearts a 
ol firm ground of Hope: Thou appearedit to 
of the holy women in their return from the 
cw ſepulchie, and opened their eyes toknow il 
res and adore thee; thou didſt purpoſely ober- 
wc rake in their journey two of — 
for that were diſcourſing of thec, and madeſt WW 
fo heir hearrs burn 1 chem to hear thee, il 
or 5 1 * 2 

How didſt thou condeſcend to eat 


ore them, and invite them to touch thy 
bis acted body ! How 9 thou ſweetly in- 
. | vite 


—  — 
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vite the incredulous Thomas to thruſt his 
| hand into thy ſide, and haſt taken occa- 
{ fion from his hardneſs to believe, to faci- 
litate the faith of thy church in After- 
ages. How often, O my 333 Lord, 
in thoſe bleſſed forty days did thy charity 
forecaſt to meet with thy diſciples, that thou 
mighteſt teach them ſtill ſome excellent 
truth, and imprint ſtill deeper thy love in 
their hearts, diſcourſing perpetually of the 
kingdom of Heaven, and eſtabliſbing pro- 
per means to bring — 
O glorious Jeſu, our ſtrength and our 
joy, and the immortal life of all our ſouls! 
ce thou the principal ſubject of our ſtu- 
dics, and the daily entertainment of our 
moſt ſerious thoughts. Draw us, O dear- 
eſt Lord, from the world and our ſelves, 
that we be not entangled with any carthly 
deſires. Draw us after thee, and the o- 
dours of thy ſweetneſs, that we may run 
with delight the way of thy commands: 
Draw us up to thee and thy throne of 
bliſs, that we may ſee oy face, and rejoice 
with thee for ever in thy kingdom. 


The 
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The PAATYER. 

| SE * . 

A L L thy works praiſe thee, O holy Jeſus 
they all ſhew the greatneſs of thy power, 
and declare thee to be the Lord, How ought 
our hearts now to overflow with love to thee, 
the bleſſings of whoſe gvoaneſs ſo overflowed in 
all places, that none can teil the number of 
them ? eſpecially when we remember how by 
the mighty working of the ſame ſpirit which 
glorify'd thee ſo on earth, thou art raiſed from 
the dead, carried to Heaven, ſet at the right 
hand of God, and made the King of Glory. 
This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes. This is the day which the Lord 

hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

II. | 

Be thou honoured, and acknowledged, 0 
blefjed Jeſus, by me and by all mankind, with 
the humbleſt, the moſt hearty and affectionate 
devot ion to thy ſervice. Be thou ever praiſes, 
as much as thou waſt reproached and blaſphe- 
med; let thy name be ſweet, and mentioned 
with delight and joy throughout all the world. 
Live, O bleſſed ] elne, in the glory where thou 


art ent hronea, ſit and reign there till all thine 
enemies be made thy fooſtool. I praiſe thee, 
1 thank thee for the redempt ion which thou 
haſt wrought for us By thy blood, and I re- 
joice in the victory which thou haſt got over 
58 as the grave by thy reſurrection from 
th dea 


X 2 III. @ 
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O live thou for ever in my mind and heart, 
ang be the daily delightful ſubjeft of my 
thoughts; direct and guide me in all my ways, 
and lead me unto thyſelf : raiſe up my = 
tions to things above, where thou Gere at the 
right hand of God, Tord increaſe my faith, 
that it growing in ſtrength, may work by a | 
more vigorous love. Let me feel the power of 
zhy ae g perpetually in my heart ; that | 
being lea by the ſpirit, and mortifying thereby | 
rhe geeds of the body, he that raiſed thee up | 
from the dead, may alſo quicken my mortal 
boay by his ſpirit that 4welleth in me. Now 
the God of peace that brought again from the 
dead our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that great Shep- 
herd of the Sheep, through the blood of t 
everlaſting Covenant, make me perfect in eve- c 
ry good work to do his will, working in me © 
hos which is pleaſing in his ſight, through 7e- h 
ſus Chriſt, to whom be glory tor ever and ever, 
Amen. tl 


MEDITATION XI. - 
On Eafter Monday and Tueſday. 7 


| J. 

RAISE our Lord, all you nations of re 

T thecarth; praiſe him with che voice of N 

joy and thankſgiving; praiſe him with the 

well-tun'd ſtrings of your hearts; praiſe him 

W with the ſweeteſt inſtrument, a chearſul o- 
2 | bediencc. 


I, 


o& 7 k of Tat if Foc wn inc 


3 undertook ; for all our tre ſpaſſes 


bedience. Let every one that pretends to 
felicity, ſing praiſes to the God of our fal- 


vation: He is our full and all-ſufficient re- 


deemer: He has perfectly finiſhed what he 


has made ſatisfaction, for all our forfei- 
turcs he has paid the ranſom. Our Lord, 
that was dead and buried, roſe again the 
third day, looſing the pains of death, it be- 
ing impoſſible that he ſhould be holden of 
it: He left his grave, but not our earth, till 
he had raiſed a cloud of witneſſes to his 
Reſurrection. 


| II. | 
Every day of forty he appeared to ſome or 


other of his Diſciples, to confirm their faith, 
open their underſtandings, and prepare their 
hearts to bear his aſcenſion from them. 
Chrift the third day roſe again according to 
the ſcriptures, and was ſeen of Cephas, after 
that of the eleven, then of more than five 


hundred brethren together; moreover of 


James; then all the Apoſtles. Who can 
doubt the truth of theſe things which are 
render d credible by ſo great a cloud of 
Witneſſes? | 

| 27 US: 


BringtoouLomd all youlieſt 
10 cuf Lord, the fao 


rrants,brivg 
_ of praiſe; bring 


ro 
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to our Lord all you nations of the earth, 
bring hymns of glory to his great name: 
He is our God, and we his people, created 
by his goodneſs, to be happy for ever: He 
is our redeemer, and we his purchaſe, re- 
| ſtored by his death ” 1 forfeited Happineſs. 
Let us learn of him, and he will teach 
| us his ways; lct us follow him, and we ſhall 
walk in the light; for the law and its types 
were given by Moſes, but grace and truth 
came by Jeſus Chriſt. Come let us aſcend 
to the houſe of our Lord, and celebrate 
this day with a holy joy, imploring his 
mercy tor all we att and bleſſing his 
ee „ 

Come let us adore our God, that redeem- 
ed us; and bleſſed be the mercy of our God, 
who has left no way untried that could poſ- 
| fibly recover us; who not only offers us 
Salvation, but lays in means before-hand 
to make. us accept it: Bleis the Lord there- 

fore, O my ſoul, and all that is within me 
Bleſſed be thy — name, O glorious 


Son of God! and bleſſed be thy mercy for 


ever: Thou haſt perfectly fulfilled all that 


8 
7 
t 


faithful promiſer of all we expect. 


- 
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the prophets foretold, and infinitely tran» | g 
ſcended all the wonders they admired; thou 
haſt done enough to convince us into faith, 
and ſuffered enough to inflame us with thy 
love. Bleſſed be thy holy name, O glo- 
rious ſon of God, and bleſſed be thy mercy 
for evermore, * 


By ſeeking ourſelves in this world of 
vanity, we loſe both thee, O Lord, and our 
own ſouls; by ſeeking ourſelves in thee and 
thy love, we find both thee and our own 
ha pineſs; enjoying already a ſweet poſ- 
{clin of hopes, to end e' re long in a ſwee- 
ter fruition of glory. Thou art, O Lord, the 
free beſtower of all we have; thou art the 
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| 2 | 

O Holy and eternal Jefus, who haſt over- 

come aeath, and triumphed over all the 
powers of darkneſs, ſin, Hell, aud the grave, 
manifeſting the truth of thy promiſes, and the 
power of thy Divinity, by thy glorious Reſur- 
reftion ; preſerve me, I beſeech thee, from e- 
ternal death, and make me riſe from the death 
of ſin, and ſo to live the life of grace here, 
that I may partake of thy glory hereafter. 


14 II. 1 


4 
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7 believe the virtus of thy ſacrifice 10 be 
everlaſting, and that when thou badſt by thy 
ſelf purged our ſins, thou didſt ſit down on the 
right hang of the Majeſty on high; and there- 
fore T look for the aſſiſtance of thy good ſpirit, 
evhich thou haſt promiſta, to enable me to pu- 
rify myſelf, and to tread in the ſteps of thy 
humble, meek, and patient charity; that (0 


I may be preſented unblameable, and unre- 


proveable in thy ſight, at the day of thy ap- 
fearing. Now to him that is able to keep us 
from falling, and preſent us blameleſs betore 
the preſence of his glory with exceeding joy : 
To the only wiſe God and our Saviour, be glo- 


xy, and majeſty, and dominion, and power 
both now and for ever. Amen. f e 


MEDITATION Xn. 
On Aſcen/ion-Day. 


Luke xxiv. 51. Aud it came to paſs, while he 
bleſſed them, he was parted from them, and 
carried up into Heaven, 


I. 
OO K up, O languiſhing world, look 
up and {ce how punctually our faith- 


tal Lord performs his word. en he had 

| finiſhed here that glorious work; which his 
& goodneſs undertook for our redemption; 
When he had told us, what we ought to do, 


and 


E GO ny WE TU gon mm tt ” 


r on you another Comforter, even the ſpi- 
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and what to ſuffer for the kingdom of 
Heaven; when he himſelf had done more 
than he required of us, and ſuffer'd more 
than our boldeſt hopes could have expect- 
ed from him; when he had wrouoht our 
ſal vation ſo far, that he ſaw his abſence 
more expedient for - | 

He firſt prepares the hearts of his Diſci- 
ples, and mort their ſorrows with theſe 
ſweet words: Children, I will not leave you 
orphans ; but I will pray the Father, and he 


rit of truth, who ſhall teach you all things, 
and bring to your remembrance whatever I have 
ſaid unto you. Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give to you; let not your heart be trou- 
bled, neither let it be afraid. I go to my Fa- 
ther, and to your Father; to my God, and to 


your God; I go to prepare a place for you, that 
' where I am, there you may be alſo. 42 


HI. 

Behold; O my ſoul, our merciful Saviour 
was content, tor our fakes, to * here up- 
on earth, when heaven long'd for his re- 
turn. For the ſpace of forty days he de- 
nied himſelf the full fruition of his glory, 
to diſpel the ſorrow, and confirm the faith 


of his Diſciples. But now the day of his 
triumph 


330 On Aſcen/ion-Day. 
triumph is come, and the holy angels are 
ſent to wait upon him; the heavenly fi 


. 


ers that go before, cry, Open your ſelves, ye 
everlaſting doors, that the Kin #7 71 <a 
come in To whom the angels which come 
out to meet him, anſwer in extaſies of a- 
mazement, Who is the King of Glory? and 
all the Chorus that follow after reply, E- 
ven the Lord of 8 Ol is the King of glory. 


Ihus didft thou enter, O glorious Feſus, 
attended with thy bleſſed angels, and the 
glad train of thy new-dcliver'd captives, 
the firſt-fruits of thy victory, and the ear- 
neſt of more: Thus didſt thou enter and 
repoſſeſs thy ancient throne, to reign eter- 
nally at the right hand of thy Father: May 
every knee bow low at thy exalted name, 
and every tongue confeſs thy glory; may 
all created nature adore thy power, and 
the Church of thy ns wes exult in thy 
goodneſs: may we all rejoice in thy glo- 
Tious triumph, when thou aſcendedſt up on 
high, and ledſt captivity captive, and in 
thoſe gifts which thou receivedſt for men 
even {46 the rebcllious alſo, that G 
might dwell among them. 


V.Q 


Part V. 
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v. 

O my ſluggiſh ſoul, how canſt thou con- 
tinually hover about this earth, when thy 
deareſt Jeſus is aſcended above the skies: 
Raiſe up thy head, O my ſoul; lock up, 
and behold the glory of thy crucified Sa- 
viour; he that was dead and laid in the 
grave, low enough to prove himſelf Man, 
is riſen again, and aſcended into Heaven, 
high enough to prove himſelf God. He is 
aſcended, and has made the light his gar- 
ment, and the clouds the chariots of his 
triumph. O bleſſed Feſus/ whom have I 
in Heaven but thee, who wenteſt thither 
to open it to all thy faithful tollowers ? 
What have I on carth but my hope, by tol- 
lowing thee, to arrive at laſt where thou 
art gone before me? Whither ſhould I 
look, but unto Heaven, now that thou, my 
deareſt Lord, art aſcended to prepare a 
place for me ? 


V 
Live, glorious Feſu./ live and reign e- 
ternally King of "nd and 3 
all thy bleſſed above perpetually adore 
thee, and all thy ſervants here continually 
praiſe thee ; and every tongue confeſs that 
thou, O Lord, art moſt high in the glory 
of God the Father. Thou wert for us o- 


bedient 


_ —_ — — —w rTVW——— —— - — — 


: 


8 
_— 2 


: 


" 332 


into Heaven, to prepare a place for us; 


ſpirit of grace into our hearts, that tho we 


. 


* © Enable us, ue beſeech thee, always to de- 


* 
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Oz AHſcenſſon- Day. Part V; 
bedient to death, even the death of the 
croſs; wherefore God has exalted thee 
and given thee a name above every name 
that at the name of Jeſus every knee ſhouldF 
bow, of things in Heaven, of things ir 

Earth, and of things under the Earth. 


The PRAYER. 


L - 
Bleſſed Jeſus, who after thy moſt gloriou 
Reſurrection, didſt manifeſtly appear toſſer 
thy Apoſtles, and in their ſight aſcendeaſt 7 
| £ 


Pleaſed to ſupply all our wants, to excuſe all 
our iufirmities, to pity all our calamities, 10 
paraon all our fins, and ſend down thy holy 


wall upon the earth, yet our converſation may f. 
be in Heaven, where thou ſitteſt at the right H 
band of God. 

IT. 


monſirate our belief of thy Aſcenſion up on HO. 
High, by our living and walking in the ſpirit, N. 
and no longer fulfilling the Juft of the fleſh, 

by improving all the grace thou ſenatſt 
aowwn to us, till wwe be fit to be tranflated from 
hence, and come to ſee what we now believe, 
222 behold and enjoy thee in glory everlaſting. 

men. R 
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MEDITATION XIII. 
On Whitſunday. | 
Nets ii. 1. Aud when the Day of Pentiroſt 
was fully come, a7 Gag all with pne ace 
1 


cord in one place, 


D Bleſſed Jeſus, thou art flow to puniſte 
thy enemies, but ſpeedy to comfort 
ouethy ſervants. For no ſooner was thy mi- 
* zoſfcry changed into glory, but we received 
7 he greateſt demonſtrations of thy affec- 
beſtion; no ſooner didſt thou put on thy 
all rown in heaven, but the carth felt the 
* bounty of thy diſpenſations; for it was not 
„ Poſſible for thee, ſweeteſt Saviour, to let 
hy promiſe remain long unpertormed, or 
e expettation of thy diſciples unſatisfied. 
II. | 
Wherefore, when the appointed ti 
as come, (as all the works of God 
orth in their fitteſt ſeaſon) when the diſ- 
ples were gathered together in one place, 
nd with one accord, and ſo excellently 
liſpoſed for the viſits of heaven; when 
hey had long continued in ardent prayer, 
nd wrought- up their affections to the ut- 
oft point of defire; fuddenly there was a 
ound” from heaven (whenee every — 
an 


1 


| 


i 
5 
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and perfect gift deſcends) and a vehement 
wind filled the whole houſe, inflaming their 
hearts with zeal; and filling their mouths 
with anthems indicted in the language of 
all the world; they were all illuminated 
with a pure light, and all inflam'd with a 
fervent love, and to communicate both to 
every nation, they were all endued with 
the gift of tongues: thus were the meſ- 
ſengers of everlaſting peace prepared, mi- 
Taculouſly baptiſed with the Holy Ghoſt 


and with fire, and perfectly qualified for 


their great Commiſſion. 
| „F 
O wonderful change! their Ignorance 
is turn'd into learning, their miſtakes into 
infallibility, their fear into courage, their 
weakneſs into ſtrength, their ſorrows into 
joy, and they in a moment made able to 
confound the arts, and conquer the oppoli- 
tion of the heathen world, and maugre all 
the devices of ſatan, to ſet up the kingdom 

of the Lord Chriſt. . 
And ſhall we not praiſe thee for theſe 
miraculous diſpenſations, by which the goſ- 
pel was made known even unto us in theſe 


ti _ utmoſt corners, and laſt of times? Yes, holy 


Feſus, we will, we will alſo meet with one 
| accord 
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accord at thy table, not doubting but thou 
wilt give us the ſame meafure of thy 
ſpirit there, it our duty or our neceſſities 

o require it. It is enough to us that thou 
knowefſt our needs; more than will ſupply 
them we dare not ask, 4% thou wilt not 
give: Thou haſt given us thy ſelf; where- 
tore we believe thou wilt not deny us thy 
ſpirit, without which we can have no inte- 
reſt in thee, nor _ from thee, 

Glory be to thee, O bleſſed ſpirit, the 
eternal love of the Father and the Son; 
and the glorious finiſher of our ſalvation. 
To thee, the quickning ſpirit of regenerate 
ſouls, in whom they live, and move, and 
have their being. To thee, the ſovereign 
balſam of our wounds, and only comfort of 
our ſorrows. To thee, our refuge in this 
place of baniſhment, and faithful guide in 
this vale of miſery. To thee, the ſacred 
pledge of our free adoption, and enfurin 
ſeal of our eternal ſalvation: All love, 
glory be to thee. 1 


What do we ſay, O thou adorable fpirit 
of God! what do we ſay, when we utter 
ſuch words as theſe? we ſay what we can 
in our low capacity; but alas, how ſhort Lo 
ay 
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thy unſpeakable excellencies! Had we th 
tongues of Saints and Angels; had we thine 
own miraculous tongues, which fat flaming 
on the heads of the Apoſtles, and made 
them ſpeak thy wonders 1n every language; 
ſtill all our praiſes would be poor and nar- 
row, {till infinitely ſhort of thy adorable 
perfections. O thou, who openeſt the mouths 
of the dumb, and makeſt the tongues of 
children eloquent; inſpire thy fervants, if 
not with expreſſions ſuitable to thee, at leaſt 
with ſuch as are profitable to our ſelves: 
Repleniſh our hearts with thy ſacred inſpi- 
rations; illuminate our underſtandings, and 
inflame our affections, and ſanctify all the 
facultics of our ſouls, that we may know 
and love, and conſtantly do the things 
that belong to our everlaſting Peace. 


'The PRAYER. 


I. : 

O Moſt gracious God, wwho diaſt miraculouſ- 
ly ſend down the Holy Ghoſt to ſupply the 
abſence of thy Son, and comfort his Diſciples, 
inſtructing them in all things neceſſary to their 
great work, the converſion of the world, grant, 
we humbly beſeech thee, that our devour com- 
memorating of theſe ineſtimable mercies ma) 
ſo iacreaſe the feruour of our hearts, that ww? 
VOY : Ve." | | | 751 ay 
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may manifeſt by all the fruits of grace, that 
rhe ſame ſpirit is ſtil} abiding with us. 
| II 


Ana, O thou infinite and eternal ſpirit, the 
Lord and giver of life, who workeſt All in All; 
pardon, I beſeech thee, all my reſiſting cf thy 
motions, and quenching the flames which thou 
haſt ever inkinaled in my _ ; ana be plea- 
ſed ſo to enlighten my mind, and purify my 
heart, that I may be always fit to receive and 
entertain thee, as the guide and comforter of 
ſouls. Aud be thou ever preſent with my ſpi- 
rit, to heal my aiſtempers, and help my infir- 
mities, and work mightily es my heart, til} 
my ſoul be fitted for that glory which is un- 
ſpeakable and everlaſting. Amen, 


I \ 


New-Year's-Gifl E: 


PART VI. 


MEDITATION I. 
For the A ſiſtance of God's holy Spirit. 


Rom. viii. 13. For if ye live after the fleſh, i c 
ge ſpall die; but if ye, through the ſpirit, ao C 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye ſball live. o 

3 5 

0 OM E let us humbly firſt implore his 4 


grace to make us worthy to adore 
1 our Sanctifier; who from the Fa- 
ther and the Son eternally proceeds, and 
Vith the Father and the Son muſt be equal- 
ly worſhipped and glorified. He infuſes 
into us the breath of liſe, and brings us 
forth in our ſecond birth; a birth that 
makes us heirs of Heaven, and gives a 
title to everlaſting happineſs, 

II, Let 


— 
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II. | 
Let us prepare our underſtandings to aſ- 
ſent to his truths, and our wills to follow 
his divine inſpirations; let us fill our me- 
mories with his innumerable mercies, and 
our whole ſouls with the glory of his At- 
tributes; let us confidently addreſs to him 
our petitions, who promiſes to help the in- 
firmities of our prayers; let us not doubt 
the bounty of his goodneſs, but hope he 
you grant what he himſelf inſpires us to 
a | 
; ML 


„Lord, with how fweet and natural a 
, conduct does thy Providence govern the 
4 children of Men? leading them on from 
. | one degree toanotherx, till thou haſt brought 
them up to their higheſt perfection: Thou 
his Putteſt chem to learn in the ſchool of vir- 
tue, and diſpoſeſt their capacities into ſe- 
Fa-veral forms. In the firſt ages, when the 
world was young, thou gaveſt them for 
their guide the bodk of nature; there thy 
divine aſſiſtanoe help d them to read ſome 
lew: plain leſſons of their duty to thec: 
They ſam this admirable frame of crea- 
turesg and. as far as theſe could argue, they 
could; concludeQ. 
eee. . 
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erxful that made 


» C A SW: rt. © ak. oe; 2 
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ns IV. 
Sure there's a God, the cauſe of all 


things; ſure there's a Providence, the diſ- 


ſer of all things: He muſt be ve W 
Ty 1 vaſt a world; he moſt be 
excceding wile that contrived ſuch excel- 
lent works; he muſt be goodneſs itſelf 
that did all this for us, and we ungrateful 
wretches will do nothing for him. 'Thus 
far ſome could ſay, but very few could do 


wich thoſe ſlender aſſiſtances which they 


then enjoy'd. After thou gaveſt thy peo- 
le a written rule, which trained them up 
in a ſet torm of diſcipline, which grew and 
ſpread into a eg religion, and was uni- 
— profeſſed by a whole nation. 


They had ſome weak conceits of the king- 
dom of Heaven, and ſome imperfect means 
to bring them thither: But as to thoſe high 
and ſupernatural myſteries, that ſo glori- 
ouſly exalt the Chriſtian faith, they all, 
alas, were blind or in the dark, and dan- 
gerouſſy expoſed to the effects of their own 
Ignorance, RE thoſe clear inſtructions 
) 


to know their end, wanting thoſe power- 
ful motives to Iove their God. Vet this 
prepared them for the times of grace, 
which thy mercy, O Lord, reſerved for 
greater fayours, - '*  .. VL To 


ſhall teach no more every one his neighbour, 


from the greateſt tothe leaſt. O mercitul Lord, 
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m 
| VI. 1 

To which thou hadſt promiſed by thy 
holy Prophets an effuſion of bleſſings from 
thy full hands. I will put my law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hearts; I ai 
will be their God, and they ſhall be my people : 1 
wil] pour out my ſpirit upon all fleſh, and your Wa 
ſons and your daughters ſhall propheſy. They i | 


ſaying, know the Lord; for all ſhall know me, 


who haſt loved us from the beginning, be 
gracioully pleaſed 9; * us to the end. 
Pity the unhappy ſtate of fallen Man- 
kind, which neither nature nor law could 
bring to perfection. If any riper ſouls 
came forward to the birth, there wanted 
ſpirit to bring them forth; but ſend out 
thy ſpirit, O Lord, and they ſhall be crea- 
ted; and from the death of fin, be raiſed 
to the life of holineſs; ſend out thy ſpirit, 
and renew the face of the earth, and our 
weeds and thorns thall be turned into a 


paradiſe. 
VIII. 


Conſider, O my ſoul, the mercies of thy 
God; conſider the wonders he has N 
tor the children of Men. The etemal Fa- 


2 3 cher oi 
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cher created us of nothing, and ſet us in 
che way to everlaſting happineſs. The e- 


ternal Son came down from Heaven to ſeek 


us when we had loft our ſelves. The eter- 
nal ſpirit ſends his grace to ſanctify us, 
and gives us ſtrength to walk in that holy 
way. Thus every perſon of the ſacred Tri- 
nity has freely contributed his peculiar 
bleſſing; and all together, as one co-infi- 
nite goodneſs, have graciouſly agreed to 
compleat our —_— 


But, O ungrateſul we! was it not enough 


to receive of our God all we have and are? 
Was it not enough that the Son of God 
ſhould come down, and live to teach us, 
and die to redeem us? Was not all this 
enough to make us love? And love 1s all 
he aimed at, and love was all we needed. 


Let us confeſs to thee, O mercitul Lord; 


let us confeſs to thee our miſerable condi- 
tion. Such was, alas, the corruption of 
our nature, and ſo many arid ftrong the 
temptations round about us, that without 
this thy laſt miraculous favour, of ſending 


the Holy Ghoſt to guide and quicken us, 


we ſhould have ſtill remained in our old 


dull place; ſlow to underſtand, and flower 


ro obey. 
X. We 
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over our brethren. 
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| T 
We ſhould have quite forgotten out God 


that made us, and neglected the ſervice 
of our Lord that bought us, had not thy Wl 
fulneſs been furniſhed with one blefling 
more, and thy goodneſs ready to beſtow it 
on thy children; hadſt thou not providen- 
tially reſerved a better bleſſing than the 
dew of the clouds, and fatneſs of the 

earth; better than plenty of corn and wine, 
or the multitude of poſterity, or dominion 


XI. . 
T heſe were the great rewards of the old 
law, but behold far greater than theſe are 
here: Divine refreſhments from the Hea- 
ven of Heavens; and the rare delicious 
fruits of the Holy Ghoſt, Meekneſs and 
peace and joy diffuſed in our breaſts; 
ſtrength and undaunted courage kindled in 
our hearts; a thouſand ſweet embraces of 
the ſpouſe of ſouls ; a thouſand dear pledges 
of his everlaſting love: theſe are the great 
rewards of the bow of grace, and given to 
prepare us for the kingdom of glory. * 

XII. 

O bleſſed Spirit, who beſtoweſt thy fa- 
vours as thou pleaſeſt; and the more thou 
haſt given, ſtill the more thou giveſt! fit 

2 4 and 
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and diſpoſe thy ſervants firſt to entertain 
= thee, then graciouſly vouchſafe to deſcend 
into our hearts: Fill us, O Holy Ghoſt, 
and as thou filleſt us, enlarge our capaci- 
ties; make us the more we receive of thee 
ſtill grow in deſire of receiving more, ti 

we aſcend to thoſe ſatisfying joys above, 
where all our faculties ſhall be ſtretch'd to 
the utmoſt, where they ſhall all be filled 
to the brim, and overflowed with a torrent 
of pleaſure for ever. 7 7 22 


6 PRs HS THY 


* The PRAVYE R. 
I. 
Goa, who knoweſt that we are ſet inthe 
' midſt of ſo many and great dangers, that 
| The temptations of Satan are very prevalent, 
#he vanities of the world very fectirfas, aud 
our own corruptions very ſtrong ; help me and 
all thy ſervants with the ſuccours of thy holy 
ſpirit ; give me the ſpirit of wiſdom aud un- 
' aerſtanaing, to keep me from all error and iu- 
| faaeltty; the ſpirit of counſel to guide me iy 
| all aijfficulties ; the ſpirit of might and powe 
vo freſerve me from all Apoſtacy, and the ſpi- 
it of knee and of the fear of the Lord 
| 70 keep me from all ſin and wickedneſs. Let 
: zhe Holy Ghoſt be my comforter in my diſtireſſes, 
the aſſiſt aut of my * darn the quieter of my 


_— 
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ſpirit. that I am one of the ſans of God. 


[ | conſcience, and let him bear witneſs with my 
\ . II. Ana, 


| * 
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345 
I. 


Ana, O bleſſed ſpirit, thou guide and com- 
ſorter of our ſouls, do not wholly abſent thy 
ſelf from us, but fill every part of the Chriſ- 
tian Church, that there may ſtil} be hearts 
full of faith in the bleſſed Jeſus, full love 
to all mankind, full ae aefires to ſee his 
kingdom come full of wiſdom, to open the myſ- 
teries of ſalvation, to inſtrutt men in the truth 
as it is in ſeſus, and to perſwade them to be obe- 
aient to it, that ſo by the ſame heavenly power 
whereby the faith of Chriſt was planted in the 
world, it may be graciouſly preſerved ang pro- 
moted, ana we may ſee it go-forward and ad- 
vance, till every nation now on earth ſpeak in 
their own tongues the wonderful works of God, 
and ſay, Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be, world 
without end. Amer. 


MEDITATION IL 


Oz St. Matthew iii. 2. 
Nepent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. 
J. _- 
Y God, when I remember thoſe 
words of thine, Repent, for the kings 
dom of heaven is at hand; when I conſider 
they were the choſen text of the eternal 
wiſdom, I cannot think but they contain a 
| | very 


3 
0 


| 


} 
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4 | very important precept, and that I ought 
to be yu affected with the power of the 
motive. y ſoul, did Chrift begin his pub- 
flick work with this command? apply then 

' thoſe ſearching words to thy ſelf, and let 
them make deep 8 upon my Hcart. 

Repent, O my ſoul, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand; repent, for the king- 
dom of heaven depends on thy repentance. 
| Unhappy creature that I am, that I cannot 
live without fin; but bleſſed be my God, ' 


| that I may obtain pardon by my repentance : | 
; 


ww wie oo © & 0 © 


But I cannot repent without the grace of 
God, nor obtain his grace without his own 
| free Gift. O my deareſt Saviour, who 
cameſt not to call the righteous, but ſinners 
to repentance : Since I am not ſtrong enough 
to be perfectly innocent; at leaſt make me 
humble enough to be truly penitent: Make 
me heartily ſorry for what I have done 
amiſs; and not do again what will make 
me ry. 
| | III. 

Let not our Lord be angry, and J will 
peak yet once more; for ] have much to 
ask, and he is infinite to give. I have much 
to ask for my ſelf and all the world, who 
depend entirely on his free goodneſs, om 
$ | 


9 
9 
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O Lord, are the graces we want, and none 
can give them but thy bounty. Many are 
the fins and miſeries we are expoſed to, 
and none can deliver us but thy felt. Woe 
to the day and hour wherein I tinned ; woe 
to the many days and hours I have fooliſh- 
ly miſpent. Or rather woe to me, Who as 
buſe my days and hours, allowed me by 
thy goodneſs to 8 my Salvation. 
Deliver us, O Lord, from the puniſh- 
ments we deſerve; and deliver us from the 
ſins that deſerve thoſe puniſhments. De- 
liver us from the ſpirit of profaneneſs and 
infidelity; from the ſpirit of error, ſchiſm 
and hereſy : Deliver us from the ſpirit of 
pride and avarice; from the ſpirit of anger, 
tloth and envy. Deliver us from the ſpirit 
of drunkenneſs and gluttony; from the 
ſpirit of luſt, wantonneſs and impurity; 
Deliver us, O gracious God, from every 
evil ſpirit, and vouchſafe to give us thine 
own good Spirit. £ a. 
Vouchſafe to give us the ſpirit of ſorti- 
tude; the ſpirit of temperance, juſtice and 
prudence ; the ſpirit of wiſdom, underſtand- 
ing and counſel; the ſpirit of knowledgey 
picty, and the fear of thee; the ſpirit of 


, 
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peace, patience, and benignity; the ſpirit I th 
of humility, ſobriety and Fatboy O thou I ol 
= who never denieſt thy favours, unleſs we Ine 
& firſt deny our obedience; thou who art often 


1 
near to us, when we are far from thee; v 
0 
u 
c 


often ready to grant, when we are unmind- 
ful to ask; refuſe not, O Lord, to hear us, 
now we call upon thee, and make us ſtill 
hear thee when _ _ to us. 

Fill our underſtandings with the know- 
ledge of ſuch Truths as may fix them on thee 
the cternal verity; innure our wills to im- 
brace ſuch objects as may unite them to thee 
the ſovereign good. Shew us the narrow 
way that leads to life, the way which few 
can find, and fewer follow. Guide us ſtill 
in the middle path of virtue, that we never 
decline to any vicious extream. Let not our 
faith grow wild with ſuperfluous branches; 
nor be ftripp'd into a naked and fruitleſs 

trunk: Let not our hope ſwell up to a rally 
{ preſumption, nor ſhrink away into a fain 
deſpair. Let not our charity be cooled in- 
W to a careleſs indifference; nor heated into 
a ſurious zeal. | 
| VIL 7 


But above all, ſuffer us not, O Lord, to 
be guilty of that unpardonable ſin e 
= | thy 


Part VI. On St. Matthew iii. 2. 
thy holy and bleſſed ſpirit; ſuffer us not 
obſtinately to perſiſt in any known wicked- 
ve | ncſs; nor maliciouſly impugn any known 
cn Truth. Suffer us not to die in our fins if 
©; | without repentance ; but O have mercy up» 
on us in that ſerious hour. Have mercy on 
S, us, and govern us in our life; have mercy 
Il F on us, and fave us at our deat 


% == 
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A Lmighty God, unto whom all hearts be 
open, all deſires known, and from whom 
no ſecrets ave hid; look down in mercy upon me 
thy ſinful creature, who am here proſtrate be- 
fore thee, to confeſs and bewail my tranſgreſs 
ſions. Tconfeſs, O Lord, I was conceived and 
born in ſin, and I have lived in iniquity; the 
frailties of my nature, the corruptions of my 
will, and the diſorders of my life, my abuſes of 
thy mercies, my contempt of thy judgments, 
and my repeated violations of thy holy laws, 
are more than I am able to expreſs: I have 
oben through all the obligations of duty and 
ntereſt, to purſue my luſts and follies : every 
little temptation has witharawn me from thy 
ſervice; whilſt thy gracious invitation, the Wal 
mercy of thy promiſes, and aſſiſtance of thy ail 
grace and ſpirit have been all loſt upon me : al 
O my God, I am troubled, I am aſbamed and i 
confounded ! What ſhall I ao, or whither als 
T fly? How can I hope for mercy, that haus 
ee the rigors of thy juſtice? II. 


JJ Cad fs 1. 8 
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But ſince it is thy will that T ſhould repent 
ana live, ſince thou haſt promiſed forgiveneſs 
of ſins to all them, that with hearty repen. 
tance ana true faith turn unto thee, I beſeech 
thee have mercy upon me, give me that godly 
ſorrow which worketh repentance not to be re- 
pented of ; give that broken aud contrite heart 
eehich thou haſt promiſed not to deſpiſe; let 
thy grace aſſiſt me, and the aids of thy ſpirit 
make my ſorrow ſincere, wy reſolutions ſted- 
faſt, and ſo change and conſecrate my affec- 
tions, that they may never more miſguide me; 
and then according to thy goodneſs, let thine 
Anger and thy wrath be turned arb from me. 
Pardon and deliver me from all my fins, con- 
firm ana ſtrengthen me in all gooaneſs, and 
bring me to everlaſting life, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Zord. Amen. 


MEDITATION III. 
Oz St. Matthew xi. 28, 29. 30. 

| Come unto me all ye that labour and are hea- 
vy laden, and I will give you reſt. | 
| Take my Yoke upon you, and learn of me, fo 
lam meet and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall 
| find reſt unto your Souls. | 
Fer my Toke is eaſy, and my burthen is light. 

W I. HRS 
1 Etire now, my ſoul, from thy com- 
4 mon thoughts, permited to ML 
*F 7 


5 
o 
% 


: 


for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye 


ſhall find reſt to your Souls. 
For my Toke 1s eaſy and my Burthen is light. 
II * 


Part VI. Os St. Matthew x1, Sc. 


thy leſs ſerious Hours: retire and call thy 
wandring fancies home, and ſpeedily 
range them into peace and order; that ſo 
thou mayeſt be prepared to hear thy Lord 
invite thee among the reſt, to taſte his 
ſweetneſs. 

Come unto me, you that labour, and are 
benuy laden, and I will give you reſt. 

7 ate my Yoke upon you, and learn of me, 


Enough, dear Lord, enough is ſaid, to 
draw all the world to thy holy Diſcipline. 
What can be offered ſo agreeable to our 


nature, too much, alas, inclin'd to pleaſure i 


and profit? what can be offered ſo power- 
fully attractive, as to make our work de- 
lightful, and then reward it: as to propoſe 
an employment like the muſick of chur- 
ches, devout and ſweet, and gainful to 
the performers? whither, O my God, 
ſhould we go, but to thee? thou haſt the 
words of eternal Life. 


i HI. | | 
Thou art the free beſtower of all we 
have, and faithful promiſer of all we hope: 
thou kindly call'ſt us, O make us SI c 
hear 


* 
ih 
* 
4 
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hear thy voice, and conſtantly follow it 

till we come to thee. Suffer us no longer 

to $0 aſtray like loſt ſheep, wandring up 
and down 1n our own by-ways. Suffer us 
no longer to be diſtracted among man 

things, and neglect the one thing neceſ- 
ſary: but gather us up from the world in- 
to our ſelves; then take us from our ſelves 
into thee, there to be raviſhed with th 

holy embraces: there to be feaſted _ 

the antepaſts of 28 4 

O how unſpeakable is thy goodneſs, O 
Lord, which thou haſt hid for thoſe that 

fear thee; which thou haſt partly revealed 

to thoſe that love thee, and keep their taſtes 

F uncorrupted with the world ! how great 1s 

the felicity of thoſe who ſee thee, and in 

that ſight ſee all things elſe? thoſe who 
rejoice perpetually before thee, and in 
that joy find all Toe: beſides. 

O O beauteous truth, which known, forces 
love; and dove 7 Felicity; Live 
thou for ever in my faithful memory, and 

be my conſtant guide in all my ways. Still 


let me think on thoſe joys above, and un- 


dervalue all things compared to my ſalva- 
tion. Still let me think on my 8 nk 
8 Ws ove, 


Part VI. Os St. Matthew xi, Er. TH | 
love, that purchaſed for me all thoſe J 
Joys. | 

VI. 


O my adored redeemer, be thou the 
maſter-wiſh of my heart; the ſcope and 
end of all my time. As foon as I awake, 
let me look up to thee, and when I ariſe, 
humbly adore thee on my bended knees; 
often in the day let me call in my thoughts 
to thee, and when I go to reſt cloſe up 
mine eyes in thee. So ſhall my time be 
governed by thy grace, and my eternity 
crowned with thy er. | 

Lord, e're I take leave of this delight- 
ful ſubject, let me repeat ſome few lines 
more of theſe kind inſtructions thou haſt 
left us. Let me attentively meditate their 
ſubſtantial ſenſe, and ſettle them as princt- 
ples of my life and actions. 

Lay not up for yourſetves treaſures on earth, 
where ruſt and moth corrupt, and thieves break 
through and fteal. 

But lay up for yourſelves treaſures in Hea- 
ven, where neither ruſt nor moth corrupts, nor 
thieves break through and fteal. 


For where your treaſure is, there will your 
heart be alſo. 


Aa VIII. 


leqdge and love for ever. No ignorance 
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5 VIII. 
60 now, you curious, and ſtudy what 
you pleaſe; as for me, I'll * liſten to 
my Saviour: he'll teach me high and ſure 
and uſeful truths: he'll teach me truths 
that will make me happy. Hearken but to 
this one word more, and you'll ftay too, 
- if any ſenſe of your eternal good can hold 
you ; hearken how he kindly tells us this 
new and glorious fecret : We ſhall here- 
after be Jike the ——_— in Heaven. 
O ſweet and precious words to thoſe that 
_ reliſh them, and throughly digeſt them in- 
to a ſtrong nouriſhment: We ſball hereafter 


be like the angels in heaven; and what, O 


deareſt Lord, are thoſe bleſſed angels, but 
ſpirits that know, and love, and delight in 
thee for ever? Such, O my ſoul, we ſhall 
be, if we follow now the inſtructions of our 
Saviour, we ſhall lead that ſweet life, we 
{hall be and live like * angels in Heaven. 
We ſhall know all that's true, and love 
all that's good; and delight in that know- 


darken us, nor error deceive us; 10 
cares perplex us, nor croſſes afflict us; for 


we ſhall be like the angels in heaven; our Ar 
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ſhall be full, and pure, and everlaſting, for 
we ſhall be like the angels in heaven. Cheer 


thee, my ſoul, and bleſs thy bounteous 
Lord; it is by him we ſhall be like the 

; angels in Heaven. Cheer thee, and raiſe i 
) thy 1 ſtill higher; we ſhall be like him- i 
„J ſelt, for we ſhall fee him as he is. v 
1 The PRATER. 

8 I. 
p Lord, whither ſhould Igo but to thee? thou Wl 


haſt the woras of eternal life. My conſci- il 
ence accuſes me of breaking thy commanaments. 


t 1 have ſinned in thoughts and words; in 
* thoughts more than I can think, and in words 
more than I am able to expreſs. I am impure, i 
Or thou of purer eyes than to behola iniquity 5 
therefore if thou ſpouldſt enter into judgment 


with me, 1 can expect nothing but thy wrath Wal 
ny ad indignation. 1 
Il II. 

ur Thknow there is no wway to fly from thee as an al 
ve angry God, but to fly to thee as a reconciles Wl 
father, reconciled in the blood of thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, to fy from the ſtrict bar of thy juſtice, lll 
to thy tender bowels of compaſſion; I therefore 
bumbly beſeech thee for thy mercy's ſake, to 
pardom all my ſins paſt, and ſtrengthen mne a- 
gainſt all temptations for the time to come; a- 
walten my conſcience, confirm my judgment, 
enlighten my underſtanding, reftify my will, 
reform my life, inflame my zeal, ana confirm" 

a A2 2 XY 


1 
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WW my faith, and increaſe my love to thee, that 
From hence: forth I may live unto thee, and 
= ſerve thee, ana grant that what is my duty 
may be my delight, and that all my ſervice may 
be acceptable in thy ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt 
my Saviour. Amen. 


= 
14 MEDITATION IV. 
; | On St. Luke xix. 41. 


| 
| And when he was come near, he beheld the 
City, and wept over it. 


—_—— — 


IFT up thy voice, O Feruſalem, and 
be not afraid; ſay to the cities of 
Jadab, behold your God: behold the Lord 
your God 1s come with a ſtrong hand: his 
reward is with him, and his work before 
him: He is come to bring redemption to 
all the world, and graciouſly offers it firſt 
co you his people. But you refuſed the 
holy one, the juſt; . and deſired a 
murtherer to be js to you. 
=: FHearken with how ſweet and elegant a 
= = compathon thy kind redeemer complains 
of thy ingratitude: O Feruſalem, Feruſalem, 
thou that kilkeft the prophets, and ſloneſt them 
"who are ſent to thee: how often would I have 


gatbered thy children together, as a hen gathers 
- her 


= 
* — — ( eee at 


| 
| 
| 


F 
it 3 : 
1 
. 


1 _— . a 


feet by the Gentiles, til 
be accompliſhed. 


ritable a Wo. thy Lord unwillingly WW 


withdraws from thee his faviour: O haaſ# 


thou known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy 


day, the things that belong unto thy peace? 
But now they are hid 1 thine eyes. 
II. 

Hearken once more, and if his kindneſs 
cannot move thy love, he'll try how his 
anger can work upon thy fear. Hearken 
then and tremble at thoſe terrible threat- 
nings, with which thy gracious Lord fore- 
warns thee of thy danger. Gird thee with 
ſackcloth, Jeruſalem, and lie down in aſbes; 
cover thee with mourning, and bitterly lament * 
for the days ſhall come when thy enemies ſpall 
befiege thee, and compaſs thee about with 6 
Trench. 

IV. 


They ſhall not leave one ftone upon another, 
but beat thee to the ground, and thy children in 
thee. Thy people ſhall be ſlain by the edge of 


the ſword ; and led as ſlaves into all countries. 


They ſhall wander up and down without King 
or Prince, they ſhall mourn without ſacrifice or 
altar. And Jeruſalem ſhall be trodden under 


Aa3. V, Bi 
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her chickens under her wings, and thou would 
ut? Hearken with how tender and cha- 


the fullneſs of notions 1] 


1 


1 
\ 


' 


l "y 
{| 
| 


' 
| 
| 
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may be thy people, and thou again 
Gol. y People, l ag 


* # 
But O how long, Lord, holy and mer- 
ciful; how long wilt thou be angry with 
them, for ever? Haſt thou not ſaid, he that 
ſcatters 1/rae} will gather them again, and 
keep them as a ſhepherd does his flock ? 
Remember thy antient promiſes, O Lord 
and fave the remnant of thy once- beloved 
Iſrael; take away the veil from before 
their eyes, that they may ſee thy truth, 
and embrace it; take away the hardneſs 
from their ſtony hearts, that they 8 

eir 


VI. 
Then ſhall they lay aſide the garment of 
mourning, and put on the brightneſs which 
comes from thee. They ſhall celebrate the 


© jubilee of this their greateſt deliverance, 


= 
_ 


_— 
—_ * 
4 N 1 


and every one ſing in that day of joy, Come, 
tet us aſcend to the mountain of our Lord; to 


. Houſe of the God of Facob, and we will 


walk in his paths. As it was our wicked- 


= necſs to go aſtray from our God, ſo being 


now returned, let us ſeek him ten times 
more. | | | — | 


VII. 


= Too late have we known thee, O thou 


ppcicar truth; roo late have we loved thee, 


——_@S_. ww. a... 
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O thou defired of all nations; we were a 9 
uſed by our own blind paſſions: The king- 
dom we expected deſerves not that name; 1 
a ſhort, and vain, and earthly proſperity. i 
Thy dominion, O Lord, is in holineſs and 
peace; and of thy kingdom there ſhall be 
no end. | 
VIII. 


Such was the kingdom thou promiſedſt W 
to David, Thy throne will I eftabliſh for ever. 
Such 1s the 5 thou giveſt to thy 
ſervants; they 1hall live and reign wit 
thee for ever. O make us love, dear Lord, 
this eternal kingdom, and all things elſe 
ſhall be added to it. O make us love this 
eternal kingdom, tho? nothing elſe be add- 
ed to 3 Thou art, O Lord, the true 

e 


light of the world; they who follow thee 
ſhall not walk in darkneſs. 
The PRA YER. 
x | 


O Lord, we beſeech thee, call home thine Wl 
LP antient people the Jews, and bring in the 
fulneſs of the Gentiles, that they may be all 
one ſheepfold under one ſhepherd, O that thy 
| 


ſaving light may ſhine forth upon thoſe mam 
thouſang ſouls, who ſit in darkneſs, and in then 
ſhadow of death, before they go bence, ana M 


20 more ſeen. 
| Aa 4 II. Rexea 
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II. 

Reveal thy Son, and his ſaving goſpel, to 
all thoſe that never heard of a — 2,7 eſus. 
O do good in thy good pleaſure to this our Sion; 
make up the breaches of this our Jeruſalem ; 
teach us, O Lora, at leaſt in this our day, to 


360 


know the things that belong our peace, before 


they come to be hid 7 — our eyes. 
II. 

Tet how long, Lord, how long wilt thou be 
angry, for ever O remember not againſt us 
the ſins and offences of our lives paſt ; let thy 
tender mercies ſpeeaily prevent us, for we are 
brought to great miſery. Help us, O God of 
our ſalvation, for the-glory of thy name: O 
Aeli ver us, and be merciful unto our ſins, for 
thy name ſake: Hear us, and have mercy upon 
us, and do more abunaantly for us than we 
are able to asR or think, fir the ſake of thy 
dear Son Jeſus. Chriſt, our only Saviour ana 
* Reaeemer. Amen, 64 þ7 
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MEDITATION V. 
In Sickneſs. 


Job xix. 25, 26, 27. I know that my Re- 
deemer liweth, and that he ſhall ſtand at 
the latter day upon the earth. 

And tho' after my skin, worms deſtroy this 
Body, ＋ in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God. 

Whom I fhall ſee for myſelf, 

ſhall behold, and not another, though my 


reins be conſum d within me. 


J. 
OM E let us praiſe the goodneſs of our 
God, who orders every thing for the 
beſt to his ſervants; whoſe Providence 
governs us all our life, and at laſt ſends the 


meſſenger of death. He caſts us down on 


our beds of ſickneſs, and draws the curtain 
betwixt the world and us: There in that 
uy ſolitude he ſpeaks to our hearts, and 
cts before us all our life; there he diſcos, 
vers to us the vanities of this world, and 
invites us to nf 5 the other. 
Thither he ſends his meſſengers of peace, 


to treat with our ſouls, and reconcile them 


to Heaven. Thither he ſends even his ho- 

Iy angels to ſecure our paſſage, and con 

duct us to himſclf. O how different * | 
O | 


_ 


and mine eyes - 


| 4 


þ 


— 
. 
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"ſight of God, and ſpread before him all 


wd 
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our thoughts be then to what they were 
in our careleſs health? How ſhall we free- 
Iy cenſure what we once eſteemed, and be 
eaſily convinced into wiſer counfels, when 
our bodies ſhall be dricd up with a burn- 
ing fever, or waſted away with a dcep 
conſumption ; when our unruly ſenſes ſhall 
be check'd with pain, and our raſh minds 
made ſober with fear; when the occaſions 
of fin ſhall be removed, and every thing 
about us inclines us to repent? 


III. 
Bleſſed for ever be thy name, O Lord, 


whoſe mercy ſanctifies even thy puniſh- 


ments into favours. Thou bringeſt us low, 
to perſuade us to be humble; and preſcri- 
beſt us a ſickneſs to cure our infirmities. 
Thou commandeſt the grave to diſpenſe 
with none, but indifferently ſeize on all 
alike, that all may provide for that fatal 
hour, and none be undone by miſtaken 
hopes: Thou telleſt us plainly we all muſt 
dic, but kindly concealeſt the time and 
place, that every where we may ftand on 
our guard, and every moment expect thy 


coming. 2 
Come let us humble ourſelves in the 


our 
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our complaints: He is the great creator of 
the world, and ſovereign judge of all man- 
kind. He fits above on his glorious throne 
and in his hands are the keys of lite ant 
death. Whatever he pleaſes he brings to 
paſs, and none can reſiſt his Almighty 
power: Whatever he does is fill the beſt, 
and none can accuſe his all-knowing good- 
neſs. Let ys therefore make our peace 
betimes with our God, before the evening 
approach too near: While it is called to 
day, let us faithfully labour; for the night 
will come wherein none can work. Let us 
look firſt into our on breaſt, and ſtrictly 
examine what paſſes there. Tell me, my 
foul, how ſtand our great accounts? Are 
all things even between Heaven and us?; 
Are we prepared to go to meet our judge ? 
Is there not ſtill ſome reſtitution to be 
made which the love of this world tempts 
us to delay? Is there not ſtill ſome fin to 
repent of, which our own falſe hearts abuſe 
us to conni ve at? 8 


Forgive, O ſovereign goodneſs, our ſins 
and imperfections, and fix our whole hearts 
on nothing but thyſelf. Why are we thus 
3 beſt but good by halves, for who q 
there is a Heaven prepared with all ou 

here is a Heaven | 3 
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labours? Why do we mingle till with thy 
pure Grace ſo much of our own corrupted 
nature? Deliver us, O Lord, from the 
temptations of this world, and mercifully 
ſave us from the wrath to come. Bleſſed 
are thoſe ſervants whom our Lord ſhall 
find watching ; he ſurely will beftow on 
them all the _— of Heaven. 

Hear our prayers, O Lord, and let our 
cry come unto thee, Every thing afflicts 
us in this troubleſome world, but nothing 
ſo much as our own iniquities. They like a 
heavy yoke oppreſs our necks, and keep 
down our eyes from looking up to Heaven. 
Lord, we confeſs we have followed vani- 
* and negligently performed the work 
thou gaveſt us: we confeſs we have gone 
aſtray after the manner of Men, but now 
our chief deſires are — thee. 

| IL 
2 not, O God of mercy, quench 
not the ſmoaking flax, nor break the brui- 
ſed reed. Pardon the ſins which daily we 
have committed, and work a true and a 
hearty repentance in us. O were we now 
again in health, how gladly would we 
make uſe of every opportunity? how would 
Ve ſpend every minute in repentance, to 
3 | | purge 


= O Qay = 
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purge away throughly even the leaſt impu- 
rity? Teach us, 

dure any croſs or ſickneſs, which imbitters 
the world to our taſte; that after this expe- 
rience, if it be thy good pleaſure to reſtore 
us to our former health, we may amend 
our lives, and be made fit for thy heaven- 


ly kingdom. 
VIII. 


Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, give thanks 
to God for all his mercies. If thy pains be 
not perpetual, thank him for thy intervals 
of caſe and refreſhment. If they be not 
acute and extream, thank him for the abate- 
ment and moderation of them. If thou en- 
dureſt much, conſider this is a good me- 
thod of weaning thy affections from the 
world, and making thee thirſt more carneſt- 
ly after taſting the joys of a better place. 
If a tedious lingering diſtemper aſſault, and 
almoſt weary out thy patience, think how 
much rather this 1s to be choſen, than the 
raging phrenſies of a fever, or the ſudden 
ſtroak of an apoplexy. Reflect upon the con- 
dition of theſe wretches, who are ſnatched 


out of the world, it may be in an act of 7 1 
damning fin; but however in an inſtant,” 
without ſo much as the power, or thedct- 


ſure to ſeck pardon or peace, or to 1 
' 0 


* 
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Lord, patiently to en- 
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| 


and pain, yea, to cut me off from the land of 


* 
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| In Sickneſs. Part VI. P. 
the mercy of God at at the leaſt gaſp. Oh! » 


- What would they have given; how much 24 


more would they have ſuffered, to purchaſe of 
this long warning! theſe flow approaches 7! 
of death, the happy advantages thou now || # 
enjoyeſt, of trimming thy lamp, and put- 
ting thy ſoul in readineſs to meet the bride- 
groom at his coming! O thou dear redee- 
mer of the world, and ſovereign. king of 
life and death; thou who deſpiſeſt not e, 
the tears of the penitent, nor turneſt away #7 
from the ſighs of the afflicted ; Thou who v. 
preſerveſt all that rely on thee, and tulfilleſt WU 7/ 
their deſires, that long to be with thee; £Þ 7 
hear thou our cries, and pardon our ins, 
and graciouſly deliver us from all our at- 


flictions and fears. 


The PRA YER. 


2 
AL God and merciſul Father, thou 
41 art the author of my being; and as my 
life, my health and ſtrength are from thee, ſo 
they are and ought to be wholly at thy diſpo- 
fat ; I humbly confeſs, that becauſe of m 4 
it is juſt with thee to aſflict me with ſickneſs 


the living. I acknowledge, O Lot, my ſins are 
many and great ; the faculties of my ſoul, ans 
members of my body have been made the inſtru- 
wo 2 ments 


Wl 
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ments of ſin ; Thave not been 4uly thankful for, 
nor made a right nſe of the manifold bleſſings 
of health and ſtrength, of time and opporru- 
. nities of doing and receiving good, which thou 
haſt vouchſafed unto we; I do therefore ac- 
knowleage t he juſtice of thy dealings, and that 
the greateſt afflictions I do or can ſuffer here, 
are infinitely leſs than my ſins deſerve. 
II 


But, O thou Father of mercies, who deligbi- 
eſt not in the death of a ſinner, be favourable 
unto me, enter not into judgment with thy ſer 
vant ; and tho for my ſins thou art juſily 4ifſ- 
pleaſed, yet, O Lord God moſt holy, O Lore 
moſt mighty, O holy and merciful Saviour, deli- 
ver me not into the bitter pains of eternal death. 


III. 
- Thnow, O Lord, that affliftions riſe not out 
of the duſt, but are of thy ſending ; bur ſuch A 
is thy mercy, that thou 400 not willingly af- uh 
flict nor grieve the children of Men; #hou t 
ſigneſt not the ruin, but the amendment of 
thoſe whom thou ſcourgeſt : I beſeech thee, by 
thy grace, ſo to ſanFify this correction of thine 
unto me, that this ſickneſs of my body may be | 
a means of health to my ſoul ; make me aili- if 
gent to ſearch my heart, and to find out the "= 
accurſed thing, that has brought this aſliction 
upon me, and make me ſenſible of my manifolan—_ 
provocations, and ſo ſincerely lament, abbor, 
and forſake them, that this correction may ap- 
Pear to be the effect of thy love ana ig, . * 
436 1 
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368 The Prayer. Part VI. 

| IV. | | 
Remember, O Tora, the ſufferings of th 
Son, who himſelf bore the offiiftions, and the 
puniſhment dus to our fins: I believe in him 
as my alone Saviour; my truſt is in his me- 
rits; and I humbly beg for his ſake that thou 
wwoutaſt be reconciled unto me: Heal my ſoul, 
O Lora, which hath ſinned againſt thee, aud 
then if it be thy bleſſed will, heal my body 
alſo, and reſtore me again to a ſtate of health 
ana ſirength, that T may ſtill live to praiſe 
thee, and bring forth the fruits of Repen- 
Fance. 3 
V. 


But if in thy wiſdom thou haſt otherwiſe 
giſpoſed, if thou haſt determined that this ſick- 
neſs ſhall be unto death, I beſeech thee to ſit 
and prepare me for it ; give me that ſincere 
and hearty repentance, to which thou haſt pro- 
miſeag W rdon; wean my heart from 
the wala and all its ſeducing vanities, and 
make me long for thoſe more exceilent and du- 
rable joys, which are at thy right hand for 
ever. Lora, take away the ſting of death, the 
guilt of my ſins, and then tho' I walk through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, T will fear 


uo evil: I will lay me down in peace, and, 


, 
2 - 


Lord, when I wake up, let me be ſatisfied with 

why preſence in thy glory, Grant this, O mer- 

B*c:ful God, for his ſake, who is both the Re- 

d4semer aud Mediator of ſinners, even Jeſus 
_ Chriſt. Amen. 
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Part VI. Of Preparation for Death. 369 
MEDITATION VI 
Of Preparation for Death. 


Revel. xiv. 13. I heard a voice from Hea=" 
ven, ſaying unto me, Write; hence= | 
forth bleſſed are the dead which die in the” | 
Lord; even ſo ſaith the Spirit, for they res, 
from their labours. | 

I. 
THIS life indeed is the way we mult 
walk; but this alone cannot bring - 

us to our end. E're we arrive at our a | 
pointed home, we muſt be led — the 

tes of death, where we ſhall abſolutely 
be ftript of all we have, and carry nothing 
with us but what we arc; where we not 
only muſt quit the whole world, but leave 
behind us even a part of ourſelves. Haſt 
thou, my ſoul, ſeen ſome neighbours dic? 
and doſt thou remember thoſe circum- 
ſtances of ſorrow? We are ſure the caſe 
e*re long will be our own, and are not ſure 
but it may be very ſoon. The longeſt lite 
is but a day multiplied ; and who can af- 
ſure me which will be my a? He only 
who was God as well as Man, could ſay, 

Mine Hour is not yet come. Aſſiſt me, O my 

God, to live in a conſtant expectation of 3 

3 8 9 ching 
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Aying hour, which I know is certain, and 
may be very near. * 9 
J. 


” But, O inſenſible creatures that we are 
we Ibok upon death as the greateſt of evils, 
and yet regard it the leaſt of all things; 
we know it highly concerns us to make 
1 n for it, by a good life, and we 
know the ſad conſequence if it ſurprize us 
unawares, and we are not ſure we ſhall not 
be ſurprized the next hour or minute; 
and for all this we put the evil day far 
from us, as if we were reſolved not to a- 
| 40id, but ſuffer what we fear: whereas 
| would we entertain ourſelves more with 
the thoughts of death, it would be leſs a 
terror to us; for in proportion as our lives 
amend, our fears would abate, and a clear 
F conſcience would enable us to meet death 
witch an undaunted * 
| . Tt is appointed for all Men once to die, and 
Fi after that the judgment. So ſays the ſpirit 
of God himſclt; and what is thus appoint- 
ed none can reverſe, none can eſcape; that 
then which remains for us to do, is only 
= to cndeayour that we may die as becomes 
Men and., Chriſtians; that is, as perſons 
| who expect to render an account of the 
"ny + 4.4. things 
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things done in the body, and to receive a 
recompence accordingly, whether it be 
ood or bad. But who may abide that 
y, or who ſhall ſtand when the Lord 
appeareth? Who indeed, when not onl 
the thing itſelf, but the very thoughts, an 
eſpecially the approaches of it, are ſo 
dreadful: for what is more terrible to mor- 
tal man than dying? and what more ſo to 
ſinful man than being judged ? But yet, 
my ſoul, ſince theſe will unavoidably come, 
let us prepare not only to bear them con- 
tentedly, but even 2 them gladly. 
If death be conſider'd in itſelf, it is no 
more than what all living creatures here 
below undergo in common with ourſelves. 
And what is dying? it is a ceaſing to live 
after the manner we now do; it is a remo» i 
val, or rather an eſcape from a world of ll 
misfortunes and miſeries, of temptation 
and fin: I have been dying ever ſince 1 
began to live, and am dead to all the time 
that is paſt ; and what remains will quick- 
Iy paſs and be gone, after the ſame man- 
ner; yet how have I over- loved n = 
as if I ſhould never live out of it, and e 
my heart and affection on this world, as 8 
I ſhould never remove to another. | 


it hath a ſting indeed, whiè 


By 'ths 


72 Of Preparation for Death. Part VI. 
But if we conſider death in another ca- 


parity, as leading and 8 us cloſe pri- 


ſoners to a juſt and terrible judgm gment, thus 

h is the ſenſe 
of guilt and ſin utpardon'd. O Death, 
how terrible art thou to thoſe unto 
whom thou art the end of their happineſs, 
and the beginning of their ſorrow | This 
is what nothing can relieve, but the com- 
forts of true repentance, of a Saviour ſa- 
etificed to expiate, and make full ſatiſ- 


faction for our offences, a title to our part 


of that expiation, and the favour of a re- 


conciled God. And theſe are comforts 


— — hope belong to me; for do but 
obferve 5 y ſoul) what reviving 

Word the Holy Ghoſt hath ſpoken to this 
| * ny man ſin we have an advocate 
ather, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, 
3 the Propitiation for our fins. Look 
then, and ſee thy Lord coming in the 
nds: Thou muſt be judg'd, tis ot, 
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to whole decifion wouldſt thou chuſe to 
Rand, but to thy beſt friends? To him who 
Loved thee fo dearly as to die for thee, to 

be made a ſin anti a ourſe for thee, that thou 
mighteſt be made the righteouſneſs of God 


Y * Te im; and he hath promiſed that all who 
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repent and believe, and ſerve and love him, 
ſhall be ſaved in that day, and be where } 


he is, and behold his glory. 


O rome day, which (if I duly prepare 
myſelf for it) thall bring me to the full 
and inſeparable enjoyment of my dear 8 
viour, and moſt merciful God! when this 
veil of fleſh ſhall be done away, and ſpiri- 
tual joy and peace, knowledge and love | 
for ever abound: Bleſſed be thy name, O 
God, who haſt ordained ſuch an infinite 
recompence for our ſhort, . imperfect, and 
unworthy labours. And if thou haſt de- 
creed withal, that I muſt paſs through the 
regions of darkneſs and death, to come at 
thoſe ſeats of light and glory, ſhall 15 
grudge this pallage * When I have borne 8 
the heat and burden of the day, ſhall 1:8 
mourn becauſe. the even is come, and ſhrink 
back when I am called to receive my 
wages ? I know the is trait and dif- 
ficult; Odo thou aſſiſt me with thy bleſſed 
Spirit, that by an holy life I may be pre- 
pared for a dying hour, and by the repeat= 
ed exerciſes of faith and repentance, of il 
truth and love, and heavenly-mindec 
I may chearfully undergo the terrors and 
ſtruggles of my laſt trials. ,* 
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The PRATER. | 
; | . : 
Moſt great and glorious God, I am now 
preſenting my ſout and body to thee, but 
cannot tell where I ſhall be the next moment, 


or whether T ſhall live to breathe out the deſires 


of ry ſoul once more unto thee; for in thy 
and is the breath of our noſtrils, and when 
hon pleaſeſt we are turned to deſtruction. I ſee, 
O Lora, now that I think of my departure, 
how unprofitable my too many cares are for the 
Ezhings of this life, how trifling all my plea- 


ſures, and that there is no ſolid happineſs but 


iu thy love, and a pious hope of immortality. 
| | 


Make me ſo wiſe as to underſtand aud conſi- 
er my latter end, to remember the ſhortneſs of 
my time; and teach me ſo to number my days, 


hat I may apply my heart unto wiſdom. Let 


ne never allow my ſelf any courſe of living 


Enoberein I ſhall be loth to be found when I 
come to die. Help me ſo to live, as at the hour 


e death I ſhall wiſh I had lived, and ſo to 
make me ready for death all my days, that at 
. laſt day I may have nothing to do but to die. 
Continue in my mind theſe holy thoughts and 
iclinations, that my love to this wordd may 
ways be ſuch as is conſiſtent with my hope of 
Heaven; and grant that the nearer I come to 
that eternal world, the clearer ſight I may 


Have of my happineſs, and attain the greater aſ- 


glory. Amen. 8 


Vrrauce of thy love, aud be fuller of joy in byge | 


Par 


part VII. Comforts, &c. 8 375.4 
MEDITATION VI. 
Comforts againſt the Loſs of Friend. 
1 Theſſ. iv. 13, 14. But I would not have 
ow to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are aſleep, that e ſorrow not 
even as others which have no h 
For if-we believe that Jeſus died, and roſe a- 


gain, even ſo them alſo which ſeep in Feſus 
will God bring with him. 


J. k 
E T us wipe our eyes with the comfort 
L of hope, and change our grief into a 
- charitable joy; the friends we 'mourn for 
arc able joy; from this world, and all the 
miſeries we ſo juſtly deplore; "their bodies 
tremble no more with the palſ y, nor burn 
with the flames of a ſcorchin fever; they. 
out no more for want of 1leep, nor ro 
up and down their uncaſy beds. 
II. 

But quietly reſt in the ſilent grave, till 
they riſe yl to immortal glory, which, 
| while they there expect in peace, their | 

fouls are enlarged to a ſpacious liberty; no 
longer confin'd to this priſon of the body, 
biit gone to dwell in the region of E 
no longer expoſed to theſe ſtormy ſeas, but 
are Badly arrived at their ſafe harbour. 
* 5 b 4 III. 04 
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| of the Lord. 


nal, and there receive our everl 


376 "Comforts again the Part VI. 
TD” 

O pralle our Lord, all you nations of the 
ch, whom his providence yer. ſuſtains 
alive, whom he ſo long forbears to ſtrike, 
though our ſins. have often provoked his 
wrath ; whom he ſo graciouſly calls to re- 

nt "though our paſſions have hitherto neg- 

lected his voice; teaching us by the death 
of others timely to 2 for our own. 


Know, O my ſoul, that we alſo muſt 


die, and ſtrictly account for eyery idle 


tribu- 
ing doom. 
Scems i it ſo hard a fate to tread the path 
in which all our anceſtors have gone be fore 


word: \we. muſt appear before a 


us? Adam the firſt of men, and Abraham 


the friend of God; David the man after 
God's own heart, and Daniel the proghet 


v. | 
All theſe have paid their debt to nature, 


and ſubſcribed the law of univerſal morta- 
liry: Yea, Jeſus himſelf, the eternal Son 


of God, expired on the croſs, and went to 
his lory through the gates of death; and 
ſhall our fond ſelf- love fo blindly fatter us 
as to make us wiſh an exemption from this 


common fate ? Tis not for us, OLord, to 
\ 2 
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free me from: this tabernacle of fleſp, let me b 


3/7 

chuſe our own conditions, but chearfully 
to ſubmit to thy wiſe and juſt diſpentationsy 
who haſt promiſed thar all things thall 
work together tor good to them that love 
thee. 


The PRAT ER. 
An act of reſignation when a friend is dead. 


I. 

A God, be pleaſed to tate pity on 

thy diſtreſſea ſervant grieving for the loſs 
of my friend. Thou knoweſt, Lora, how nearly. 
our hearts were knit in affettion, and there- - 
fore how juſtly I lament my loſs. But ſiuce it 
was thy pleaſure to receive him to thyſeif, be i 
Pleaſed alſo to haſten my journey to him; give 
me patience to endure this ſtroke of thy ſcourge, 
and thankfully to acknowledge thy gooaneſs in 
his happineſs. Him thou haſt taken from the 
evil to come; O deliver me alſo from this body 
of death. % 


Give me, O God, a ſight of my fins, and turn 
all my tears into 4 godly ſorrow for offending 
thy 4rvine Majeſty. O be thou a father, bro- i 
ther, friend, $54 þ all to me, that all my wants 
may be ſupplied by thy all-ſufficiency. O Jer 
my treaſure be laid up with thee in Heaven, 


that where my treaſure ts, there my heart max 


be alſo ; and when it ſball be thy pleaſure to 


received | 


5% -The Progr. Part VI. I Par 
received into that choir of Saints, whereof I bel 

Egoubt not but my friend is a joyful member. nl 
EGrant this, O heavenly Father, for thy Sow ad 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, my only Lord and Saviour. niv 


Amen. | ab 
| MEDITATION. VIII. pb 
3 On the Day of Fadgment. . tri 
Heb. ix. 27. It is appointed for all Men once ſal 
to die, and after that the Fudgment. | 3 
I. "M9 


| Praiſe our Lord, all you his works, of 
4 bleſs him and magnify him for ever; 5 
praiſe his Almighty power that gave you 
& your being, and ſtill preſerves you from : 
relapſing into nothing; praiſe his all- ſecing 
Ewiſdom, that here directs your ſteps, — 


leads you on to your eternal end; praiſe 
& above all his boundleſs goodneſs, that pours 
into every thing as much as it can hold. 
And though our ſhort ſight now reach not 
ſo far, but often miſtake and repine at his 
government, yet at the laſt great day we 
hall clearly Atem a perfect concord in 

the harſheſt note. When our adored Re- 
== deemer ſhall come in the clouds, and ſum- 
mon all mankind to appear. before him; 
there to receive each their proper part exact- 
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ly fitted to their beſt capacity; there to 
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behold the whole creation ftrive to expreſs 
in itſelf the perfections of its Maker, whoſe 3 


admirable wiſdom ſhall guide that laſt u- 


niverſal ſcene, and finiſh the whole act in 
a beauteous cloſe. 
II. 


When the Archangel ſhould ſound his 
trumpet, and proclaim aloud this univer- 
ſal ſummons, Ariſe, you dead, and come to 
Judgment; ariſe and appear before the 
throne of God ; then ſhall the little heaps 
of duſt immediately awake, and every ſoul 

ut on again her proper body; immediate- 
if all the children of Adam ſhall be ga- 
ther'd together from Heaven and Hell, 


and every corner of the earth. Then they 
muſt all ſtand and attend their doom; bur 


O with how fad and fatal a difference 

| III. 

The juſt ſhall look up with a chearful 
confidence, and in their new white robes 
rejoice and ſing: Alleluja! let us rejoice, 
for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
his bride has prepared her ſelf; let us re- 
joice, for the kingdom of the world is 
made our Lord's, and his Chriſt's, and he 
ſhall reign for ever and ever; let us re- 
joice, for now our Redeemer is nigh ; be- 

Id he comes quickly, and his reward is 
as with _ 3 


ö 38 " 
with him. Come, come, Lord, Jeſu, thou 
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deſire of our hearts; come quickly, 


thou full delight of our ſouls; come and 
declare to all the world thy glory; come 
hy ſer- 
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© trembling hearts ſhall the wicked ſtand ex- 


and reward betore all the world t 

vants. 
| IV. 

Behold, he comes in Power and Ma- 

jeſty, attended with a train of innumerable 

angels. Behold, he ſits enthroned on the 

wings of Cherubims, and takes at once 2 


* View of all mankind. He commands his 


angels to. ſever his ſheep from the goats, 


and gather them together on his right hand. 


Firſt then, to them he turns his glorious 
face, and fays theſe raviſhing words : Come 


2 ge bleſſed of my Father, poſſeſs the kingdom pro- 
- pared for you from the beginning of the world. 
O the joys their ſouls ſhall then feel, when 


thoſe heavenly words ſound in their ears! 


| Joys that the wit of man cannot conceive : 
joys that the 9 of angels cannot ex- 
Ce, 


preſs : let it ſy themſelves ſhall taſte 


© their own felicity, and feed on its ſweet- 


neſs for ever. 5 
But Oh! with what dejected eyes and 


pecting their Judge? What ſhall they.do 


n 


world in flames. 


below, and readeſt theſe dreadful truths a 
mu 
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then? Where-ever they look, their eyes 
can meet with nothing but what will cauſe 
deſpair: Above the offended judge ready 


to condemn them; below the bottomle 


pit gaping to devour them; within the 


worm of conſcience gnawing upon their 
bowels; and round about them all the 


VI. 

What ſhall they do, when that terrible 
voice ſhall ſtrike them ſuddenly down to 
the bottom of Hell? Go you accurſed into 
everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil and 
his angels. The Day of Man is paſt, when * 
finners did what they pleaſed, and God 
ſeemed to hold his peace: Tis now the 
day of God, when his wrath ſhall ſpeak 7 
in thunder, and ſinners ſuffer what their 
wickedneſs deſerves. Then ſhall they fink ? 
immediately into the pit of forrow, and 
dwell in darkneſs and torments for ever. 
While the juſt ſhall go up in joy in tri- 
umph, and reign with our Lord in his 
kingdom for ever. | 

VII. | 

Thus ſhall the whole creation be finally 
diſpoſed, and mercy and juſtice divide the 
world. O my foul! who now art her 3 


- ” 4 
thing 
be 'F. 


S=thiogs afar off: Know thou ſhalt then be 
A Bei, and ſee them with thine eyes, 
and be thy ſelf concerned for all eternity. 
=: Know as thou liveſt, thou art ſure to die; 
and as thou dieſt, thou art ſure to be judg- 
ed. Think what a ſad condition it will be, 
co find thyſelf on the wrong hand; think 
= what thou then wouldſt give for to have 


22 


* 


r 


give for a little time to repent. Think on 
theſe things, and now heartily repent, while 


= watch and pray continually, for we know 
not the hour when 7 of Man will come. 
oO Son of God and Man! who cameſt in 
© mercy to ſaye us, bring the fame mercy 
Vith thee, when thou comeſt to judge us. 
In the mean while aſſiſt us with thy hea- 


Accounts prepared, that we may dic in the 
peace of God, and communion of his 
Church, and go to live with him in that 


_ © 2 ny 1 by = ty - The: 
eee Jeſus, thou moſt righteous Fudge 
3 O eternal, oraained by thy Farther to be the 
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repented in time; think what thou wouldft, 


yet a moment of time is lett thee. Now 


veyly grace, to ſtand. perpetually with our 


K | 


| 


pam of his holy Church which is trinm- 


eic and gend, whereof | 


. * 


by 0 


VI. 2he Pr yer. * 38 | 
De bath given us aſſuranceiun that be hath \ 
«raiſed thee from the dead; raiſe me (T beſeech © 
the / from the death of Sin to the lite af 7 
\ Righteouſneſs, and thereby fit and prepare me 
for the day of judgment. Canuſs me ſo effec- 
uaily to think on that dreadful day at preſent, 
at I may not fear its terrors hereafter, but 
2p be juſtified by thy ſentence, ana cleared 
hen 1 aw judghd.” * 


85 
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II. 
Bleſſed be God the Father, bleſſed be the 
iy Trinity, that thou, merciful Jeſus, art 

be our Fuage, who, by aſſuming human na. 

e, waſt touched with the feeling of our un-" 

ities, aud waſt in all points tempted a 

„yet without ſin, that thou mighteſt have 
paſſion on us who are tempted, and tb 

might come the more bolily to thy judg=* 
t. ſeat, and find grace to help in i 

reateſt need. 2 
\ 8 III. —_ 

Traut me, O merciful Saviour, ſo to ac 

! condemn myſelf for my fins by 4 penitens | 

'orrence of them now, that I'may not bs 

ſemnek by thee hereafter. « O that my own 

rt may paſs that true judement" on me in 

world, which cbou, bl:ſſed+Redeqmety" : 

7 paſs on me in the other: MA if upon” 

ag my ſelf. to an account at preſent, T fins > 

t may conſcience condemns me graus than 

way make void that condemnation by an mi 


ite amendment, confpdering that if 
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heart condemn, ighou who art greater than my | 
Heurt, and knoweſt all things, wilt much more 
condemm n. 5 een ee 5 


0m God, grant me ſuch an habitual re- 
membrance of the laſt and areadful day of 
trial, as y excite me to an holy preparation 
For it, that I may expett it with a comfortable 
hope, meet it with an humble ana well-grounda- 
ed aſſurance, and be found in the number 0 
hoſe happy ſouls who then ſhall hear theſe j 5 
ful words of our Saviour pronounced to them : 
= Come, ye blefled of my Father, inherit the, 
* Jingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
the world. Amen. So come, Lord Jeſus. + : 
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